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Members Present:  Brad Barclay, Kevin Borden, Lynn Bowdery, Marion DuBois, Richard Fiesel, John 

Gotto,  Seth McKee, Dennis Moore  

 

Town Officials: Neil Bettez, Supervisor, Town of New Paltz 

   Marty Irwin, Town of New Paltz Board liaison to CWOSP Comm. 

  

Public present: No member of the public was present. 

 

Minutes taken by:  Lynn Bowdery, CWOSP Commission member and Secretary. 

 

1.  Meeting called to order at: 7:04 PM by Chairman Dennis Moore 

 

2.  Public comments:  No public comments were made. 

 

3.  Review, amend & approve minutes:  After a brief discussion, John Gotto moved to approve the 

minutes of the April 13, 2016 meeting as amended.  Brad Barclay seconded the motion.  All present voted 

in favor. 

 

4.  Introduce Supervisor Bettez:  Chairman Dennis Moore introduced Supervisor Neil Bettez to the 

members.  Neil spoke about his background in urban ecology and expressed support for the mission of the 

CWOSP Commission.  The question of what the Town's mandate for the CWOSP Commission came up.  

Dennis Moore explained that the Commission has felt that the Town's will to use the Open Space Bond to 

acquire the development rights to more open space had ebbed, leaving the Commission wondering what 

there was for it to do.  Neil said he thought there was now the will in the present town board and said that 

the town needed to have a vision for the next 5 to 10 years. There followed a discussion of what the 

Commission had been doing for the past few years- the purchase of development rights in with Open 

Space Institute contributing half the cost, the purchase of the Sunset Ridge property for the Mill Brook 

Preserve (MBP), and the work to purchase the Bienstock property for MBP that was not approved by the 

Town Board due to concerns of the budget and state imposed tax cap.  Neil said he would like to see if 

CWOSP could leverage funding on projects, adding that full build out of open space is not best for the 

community.  Seth McKee said that it was time to look at areas where CWOSP and others have not yet 

been protecting open space, such as the north and east sides of the Town.  Neil agreed, saying that 

increased pressure to build there is inevitable and problems with stormwater will increase.  Dennis said 

that CWOSP can move forward on a plan for continuing.  Neil urged the Commission to try to tie 

together parcels to make more impact.  Stacy Delarede, the New Paltz Building Inspector, is trying to 

gather information about all the conservation easements in New Paltz, so that the lands which are already 

protected will be known.  Seth suggested that New Paltz look into partnering with Scenic Hudson to buy 

development rights as a way to keep land in agriculture.  He will look into this for more information.  

Since he works for Scenic Hudson, he will have to recuse himself if we go forward.  Lynn will look in the 

CWOSP Comm. files for our past ratings on agricultural properties.  Supervisor Bettez said that he would 

look into getting the Commission a locking filing cabinet to keep files in. 

  

5.  Mill Brook Preserve update:  Village of New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers is considering various options 

for the parcel that the Village owns, such as possibly subdividing off the eastern end of it, and also 

retaining the right to place municipal water wells on the property.  A wide-ranging discussion ensued 

about these ideas.  The Commission has an advisory capacity to the Town, not the Village.  We will try to 

stay informed on the progress of the conservation easements on MBP properties. 
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6.  MillBrook Preserve Start-up Fund:  Town Board member Marty Irwin explained that the Inter-

Municipal Agreement (IMA) on Mill Brook Preserve calls for a 50/50 share in capital costs and the 

Village will undertake the management responsibility, which is the reverse of the Moriello Pool situation, 

in which the Town is responsible for the management.  The text of the IMA is attached, below.  Neil said 

that the Village is concerned with the long-term costs of part maintenance, particularly in light of the state 

tax cap, hence looking into possible sale of eastern part of its parcel.  Brad Barclay noted that MBP, Inc. 

should put together a proposal stipulating the uses.  John Gotto asked what was the purpose of the 

CWOSP budget funds.  Answer:  to further the purposes of CWOSP, such as paying for land appraisals, 

training, etc.  Dennis explained that a start-up fund for MBP, Inc. would be used to open up a bank 

account, get a P. O. Box, pay incorporation fee and legal expenses.  The IMA document is attached 

below. 

 

7.  Adjacent properties: Dennis Moore has had a meeting with David Shepler regarding access to MBP.  

Brad will talk more with David, and asked for a summary of previous conversations between Dennis and 

Kevin before contacting David. 

 

8.  CFA grant application:  Marty Irwin related that the Village was planning to reapply for a 

Consolidated Fund grant.  Feedback on the failed grant indicated that a trail application needs to show 

linkages to a regional trail system.  The Village Planner is thinking about linking the MBP trails to the 

planned linkage route between the Hudson Valley Rail Trail and the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail. A lively 

discussion followed.  The consensus was that MBP was a Preserve with trails, not intended to be a part of 

a trail system that runs through a preserve.  Brad said that the specifications for a trail with any DOT 

funding attached require much wider trails, paved, which must be snowplowed in winter.  That does not 

fit the vision for the MBP that people have been working on for years here.  Such trails would harm the 

conservation values of the Preserve.  The Village will be conferring with MBP, Inc. about its application.  

Kevin Borden expressed concern about the wide range of ideas and viewpoints about MBP, and thinks the 

Village and Town Boards should work out together what their ideas for the preserve actually are, so MBP 

Inc. does not have to negotiate everything with everyone. Seth added that MBP Inc. should ask the Town 

and Village whether their goals for the Preserve are in synch.  Dennis added that MBP Inc. is the only 

entity that can reach out to the municipalities.  Marty wondered if CWOSP Commission had a role in the 

Preserve?  Neil said he would like CWOSP to go after the next land preservation project. 

 

9.  Colangelo property:  It appears from their non-answer to an inquiry, that the new owners, the Church 

Community, have no interest in putting a conservation easement on that property. 

 

10.  Prospective Commission Members:  The CWOSP Commission is two members short and the 

Town's advertisements still have gotten no response.  Kevin and Seth will try to talk to some people they 

have in mind.  Richard Fiesel has an idea of someone involved in agriculture east of the Thruway that he 

will approach. 

 

11:  Other Business:  None 

 

12.  New Business:  None 

 

13:  Adjournment:  Kevin Borden moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Brad Barclay seconded the 

motion.  All present voted in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
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