Town of New Paltz Planning Board 
FINAL Minutes 
December 9, 2013
Agenda:
PB 2010-14, Wilmorite/SUNY Park Point, 141 Route 32 S., Site Plan
Present:  Dave Clouser, George Lithco, Mike Calimano, Lynn Bowdery (alternate), Lagusta Yearwood, Peter Muller, Tom Powers, Tim Rogers, Eileen Banyra
Board Member(s) absent:  Lyle Nolan
 Chairman Calimano called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  
MINUTES

Minutes from November 25, 2013 presented.

Motion to accept the minutes made by Lynn Bowdery.
2nd by Eileen Banyra.
All others present in favor.  Motion passed.  
APPLICATION REVIEWS 
None
OLD BUSINESS

None
PLANNING BOARD ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS DISCUSSION
None
PUBLIC HEARING

PB 2010-14, Wilmorite/SUNY Park Point, 141 Route 32 S, Site Plan

A motion to open the public hearing is made by Peter Muller.
2nd by Eileen Banyra.
All others present in favor.  Motion passed.

Mike Calimano discusses how the second round of public hearings came about with regards to the new information after the DEIS.  This public hearing is to solicit public comment on these areas only.  He further discusses how he would like to run the hearing as well.

Mike Calimano states how the public should try to keep their comments to 5 minutes, and that written comments are always accepted, up until 10 days after the public hearings are closed.  He asks anyone who wants to speak to please sign in, and when your name is called state your name and where you live.
Susan Zimet, Town Supervisor, speaks on behalf of the Town Board.  She submits their comments to the Planning Board with regards to the Park Point project.  The Town Board’s main concern is the request for a PILOT.

Ruth Quinn, Vice President of the New Paltz Central School District Board of Education, here in official capacity to read a statement from the School Board with their concerns over the granting of a PILOT, and how this affects tax caps.  The School Board will be preparing a resolution at its December 18 meeting.
Dan Torres, Town resident, thanks the Planning Board.  He then speaks about his concerns over the Park Point project. 

March Gallagher, here on behalf of Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress, speaks in support of the Park Point project.

Ira Margolis, Village Resident, speaks about his concerns with the Park Point project and how it will affect his taxes.

Bob Cook, Town resident, wants to speak on his concerns over the Park Point project.  He is in support of the overall project, but he is not in support of granting them a PILOT.
Ethan Garr, Town resident, owner of Southside Terrace Apartments, is here to read his father’s Letter to the Editor that was submitted to the New Paltz Times.  They are very concerned about the granting of a PILOT.

John Johnson, Town resident, speaks on his concerns with this project not paying their fair share of taxes.  He has concerns with the applicant being on the IDA agenda for this Wednesday, when the Planning Board has not yet closed their public hearing.
Harry Ellis, Town resident, speaks on his concerns with regards to this project. 

Josh Honig, Town resident, speaks to the Board about his concerns over the Park Point project, as it pertains to their not paying their fair share of taxes.

Jerry Benjamin, of SUNY New Paltz, speaks about the college being as asset to the community, and this project being an asset to the college. 
Ari Kaputkin, SUNY New Paltz student, wants to speak on interconnectivity; this project is a greater distance than the campus itself, and there are too many autos as it is.  He would like to see bikes and pedestrian walkways increased.
Manual  Tejada and Zach, SUNY students, want to make a statement on behalf of the SUNY Student Association.  They are in support of the construction of Park Point.  However, they want to ensure affordability, sustainability and economic well being are included.  They are not in support of the PILOT.

Kitty Brown, speaks on behalf of Alan Goodman, who could not be here tonight.  She reads his written statement which states his concerns about the project.
Kitty Brown, Town Board Member, thanks the Planning Board for serving the town.  She makes her own comments with regards to her own concerns over this project.

Kathryn Silberger, Town resident, speaks about her concerns on luxury student housing and the granting of a PILOT.

Ariana Basco, Village Board member and homeowner, she speaks how she feels the Hudson Valley Patterns for Progress missed the point, as well as her other concerns over the approval of this project.
Tammy Friedman, Town resident and rental property owner, speaks on her concerns over this project and the granting of a PILOT.  We need to find common ground to continue to work well together.

Dirk Dewitt, Gardiner resident, New Paltz School District tax payer, and village rental property owner, speaks on his concerns over the granting of a PILOT to a for-profit business.

Charles Rose, Town resident, speaks to the Board about his concerns over whether SUNY contributes to this community.  He feels that they do.  However, he does have concerns over why SUNY can’t fund itself.

Joanna Weiss, Town resident, speaks about her concerns over the current high tax situation.  She feels that isn’t fair for homeowners pick up the tax burden if a PILOT is granted.

George Sifre, Town resident, owner of Seakill Builders, speaks about his rental projects, and how he approached the college about housing for students and faculty.  The college did not get back to him.  His two apartment complexes, as well as his business, pay their full share of taxes.
Bob Gabrielli, Town resident, speaks to the Board about his concerns with regards to this project, including vacancy factors at other local rental complexes.

Lagusta Yearwood, Planning Board member, leaves the meeting.

Jon House-Wilson, Town resident and ENCB member, speaks on his concerns over the Park Point project, most especially with regards to the negative environmental impacts.
Annie Courtents, SUNY student, speaks on her concerns over sustainability and the negative environmental impacts of this project.

Chelsea, SUNY student, speaks about her concerns about with using fossil fuels, as well as the projects sustainability.

Joan Bender, New Paltz resident, speaks regarding her concerns over how the college treats its students.
Jeff Logan, Town Board member, is very pleased to see all the people who came out, as well as the hard work that the Planning Board is putting in.  He is not opposed to the growth of the campus.  However, he does have concerns over the granting of a PILOT.  

Leonard Loza, Village resident, speaks about the Planning Board’s responsibility to scrutinize the FEIS; and maybe make any approvals conditional upon them paying full taxes.

Dan Leiter, Village resident, speaks on his concerns about not using a local business to build this project.

The Planning Board has a discussion on whether or not to close the public hearing, or to continue it to another meeting.  Then they have to prepare their findings statement.  Mike Calimano discusses whether or not any new information has come to light as a result of these public hearings.

Tim Rogers states that he feels that he learned new information this evening with regards to the elevation of the sewer treatment facility.  He feels that there may be an advantage to keeping the hearing open.  Dave Clouser states how there was a process of approvals that they had to get from the DEC for the proposed sewer facility.  This plant is sized for an additional 250 thousand gallons of growth.  There is not an issue with the elevation of this plant.  
Eileen Banyra discusses the meeting she missed, where Peter brought up soil issues.  She is not satisfied with this.  She is not comfortable with closing the public hearing, as she is not satisfied with the soil section.  

Tom Powers is inclined to keep the public hearing open, as there were new issues that came up with regards to School Board comments; as well as if this is affordable or luxury housing.

Lynn Bowdery is undecided.  She wasn’t happy with the community impact section, especially with regards to the effect of a PILOT on taxes.

Peter Muller also heard new things tonight, so he would like to see the public hearing kept open.

Mike Calimano states how the FEIS is the Planning Boards words, not the applicant’s words.  He is fine with keeping the public hearing open, but they must work on the document.

Motion to keep the public hearing open until the December 16 meeting is made by Eileen Banyra.
2nd by Tom Powers.
All others present in favor.  Motion passed.

Mike Calimano states how when the public hearing is closed, they will then set a date to continue to receive written comments.

Eileen Banyra goes over how the process will continue on from this point.

Tim Rogers questions when they will receive the written transcripts.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Eileen Banyra.
2nd by Mike Calimano.
All others present in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 9:34 pm.
These minutes respectfully submitted by Kelly O’Donnell

