Planning Board of the
Town of New Paltz, New York

RESOLUTION AND RECORD OF DECISION

SEQRA Negative Declaration
Mohonk Preserve Foothills
~Site Plan and Subdivision
Applicant/Owner:_Mohonk Preserve, Inc.

AT a duly noticed meeting of the Planning Board of the Town of New Paltz, held on May 23
2016, the Planning Board, acting pursuant to NYCRR Part 617 and the State Environmental Quality
Review Act (“SEQRA”), considered the applications of Mohonk Preserve, Inc. (“applicant”), owner of
the real property, for approval of a site plan entitled "Mohonk Preserve Foothills Project”, prepared by
Barton and LoGuidice consisting of 19 sheets, dated April 2014, as last revised January 2016 (the
“site plan” application); and a subdivision plan, entitled “Subdivision and Lot Line Revision of Lands
of Mohonk Preserve, Inc.” prepared by Brooks & Brooks Land Surveyors, P.C., consisting of 4 sheets,
dated March 20, 2014 and last revised April 22, 2016, (the “subdivision” application).

For purposes of making its determination of significance pursuant to 6 NYCRR 617.7(b), the
Board considered both the site application, with its supporting documents and the subdivision
application, with its supporting documents, as the SEQRA action before the Board for the purpose of
complying with 6 NYCRR Part 617.7 and making its determination of significance, as lead agency,
with respect to preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS).

With respect to the site plan, the Board also considered a SEQRA Full Environmental Assessment
Form (FEAF), including Part 1, prepared by Barton & Loguidice on behalf of the applicant, as last
revised January 20, 2016, Part 2 of the FEAF, as reviewed at various Planning Board meetings starting
on October 26, 2105, and the Part 3 Narrative prepared by the designated Town engineer, as last

revised and adopted by the Planning Board on May 23, 2016, and the documentation set forth in the
Part 3 Narrative.

+ With respect to the subdivision plan, the Board also considered a SEQRA FEAF, including Part 1,
prepared by Brooks & Brooks on behalf of the applicant, as last revised February 24, 2015. On March
16, 2015, the applicant withdrew its request to have the subdivision approval segmented and reviewed
independently of the site plan, and the SEQRA review was consolidated. The consolidated SEQRA
review included Part 2 of the FEAF, as reviewed at the Planning Board meeting on January , 2016, the
Part 3 Narrative prepared by the designated Town engineer, as last revised May 23, 2016, and the
relevant documentation set forth in the Part 3 Narrative.

To require an EIS for a proposed action, a lead agency must determine that the action
may include the potential for at least one significant adverse environmental impact. To determine that
an EIS will not be required, the lead agency must determine either that there will be no adverse
environmental impacts or that the potential adverse environmental impacts that have been identified
will not be significant.

This Resolution and Record of Decision documents the basis for the Planning Board’s
determination that the proposed action does not have the potential for a significant adverse
environmental impact and that preparation of an EIS will not be required.
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The SEQRA Action

The SEQRA action before the Board involves two land use applications.

Subdivision plan: The applicant proposes to subdivide a 856.6 acre parcel of land, identified as
S/B/L #86.1-140.1 on the Town Tax Map to: (1) create the 836 acre lot (the Foothills parcel) located
in the A-1.5 and the A-3 Zoning Districts of the Town of New Paltz, and in the Lake Mohonk House
Complex —~ Mohonk Preserve Foothills Historic Landscape (NR District 73001280); (2) create a 19
acre building lot (the Hillside Lot) that would allow one single family home, with a private well and
private sanitary system, in the A-1.5 Zoning District, which allows single family residences as a
permitted use. The proposed Hillside Lot is not located within the Lake Mohonk House/Foothills
Historic Landscape district, but abuts it. The Preserve proposes to impose a restrictive covenant on the
lot that will limit disturbance, prohibit further subdivision and include restrictions intended to
minimize visual impacts on the historic landscape; and (3) transfer 0.6 acres of land by a lot line
change to the adjoining owner (Jenkins Properties LLC) to clear an existing deed discrepancy. No new
building lot will be created and no use is proposed in connection with the transfer of that land.

Site plan: The applicant request site plan approval to allow construction of improvements (off-
street parking areas, trail and landscaping improvements, bathrooms, and education and recreational
facilities in two areas (the Testimonial Gateway area and the Hasbrouck House) of the 836 acre
Foothills parcel, generally bounded by Butterville Road to the east, Route 299 to the south, the Catskill
Aqueduct to the west and private lands to the north. As noted, the site is located in the Lake Mohonk
House/Foothills Historic Landscape district. Some proposed improvements would be located in

proximity to the Testimonial Gateway, a locally designated historic structure, and some in proximity to
regulated wetlands and watercourses.

Each land use application will require permits and/o approvals by other agencies, as shown in the
EAF Part 1.

SEOQRA status
The Planning Board had previously:

(1) determined that the applications were complete for purposes of commencing its review;

(2) determined that the applications were subject to SEQRA review, determined that the SEQRA
action was a Type I action [6 NYCRR 617.4 (b)(6)(i); 617.4 (b)(8); 617.4 (b)(9)] for purposes of
SEQRA review, issued Notices of Intent to be lead agency to involved and interested agencies on
March 23, 2015, and thereafter assumed lead agency status and conducted a coordinated SEQRA
review of the applications;

(3) opened a duly noticed public hearing on the subdivision and site plan on_September 16, 2015,
and closed the hearing on the site plan on April 11, 2016, allowing 10 business days for the
submission of written comments, while leaving the public hearing on the subdivision plan open
pending completion of the SEQRA review;

(4) made site visits to the property on various dates, primarily to consider the proposed areas of
disturbance in the vicinity of the Testimonial Gatehouse and existing conditions and proposed
improvements along Butterville Road, Pine Road and Gatehouse Road, particularly with regard to the
potential for the proposed action to adversely impact the adjacent residential areas or the aesthetic and
historic resources on the site; and

(5) referred the site plan and subdivision to Ulster County Planning Board for the required GML-
239 review, which was completed on March 2, 2016, and subsequently received a comment letter.
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Motion for SEQRA Determination

WHEREAS, the Planning Board has thoroughly reviewed the aforesaid applications, the site plan
and subdivision, the Full Environmental Assessment F orms, including Part 1, Part 2 and the Part 3
Narrative prepared by the designated Planning Board engineer;

WHEREAS, the Planning Board opened a public hearing on the proposed site plan and subdivision

that constitute the SEQRA Action described above to receive comments and concerns from the public
on that Action;

WHEREAS, the Planning Board has reviewed and considered those documents prepared by the
applicant and its consulting engineers and submitted in connection with the application, together with
supplemental reports and documents submitted with the application, and revised plans that
incorporated modifications of the plan by the applicant to address concerns identified by the public in
the course of the public hearing on this application, as well as by the Planning Board, its consultants,
and other involved and interested agencies, as noted in the Part 3 Narrative;

WHEREAS, the Planning Board also considered the review memoranda and reports of the Board’s
designated engineer, consulting traffic engineer, historic preservation consultant, and environmental
and wetlands consultant, the comments of the public, and the representations of the applicant and his

consulting engineer throughout the review of this action, the reports and recommendations of involved
and interested agencies, and the comments of the public;

WHEREAS, the Planning Board, as SEQRA Lead Agency, has considered the proposed action
against the criteria of Part 617, as set forth in Parts 2 and 3 of the Full EAF;

WHEREAS, the Planning Board is mindful that the Action is a Type I action, and that SEQRA
presumes it is likely to have a significant adverse impact on the environment and that such actions may
therefore require preparation of an EIS, as stated in 6 NYCRR 617.4(a)(1), and that a lead agency
must make its determination of significance by comparing the impacts which may be reasonably
expected to result from the proposed action with the criteria listed in 6 NYCRR 617.7(c) .

WHEREAS, the Planning Board is also mindful that that presumption is rebuitable, and that an

applicant may propose modifications to its application that mitigate potential environmental impacts
identified in the course of review;

WHEREAS, the Planning Board has taken a hard look at the potential for the Action to have one
or more significant adverse impacts and has not identified any adverse environmental impact that is
significant, within the meaning of SEQRA;

WHEREAS, the Planning Board has considered a draft SEQRA Determination of Significance
with respect to the Action prepared by its legal counsel, which includes a draft Appendix setting forth
the reasons for its determination of significance;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Planning Board finds and determines that this action, as modified
by the applicant in response to the concerns of the lead agency, other involved and interested agencies,
and the public, in the course of this application review, will not have a significant adverse impact upon
the environment for the reasons stated in Appendix A to the Determination of Significance, and adopts
the Determination of Significance, including the appendices thereto;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Planning Board Chairman is authorized to sign and file
the draft Determination of Significance, revised in accordance with this resolution.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board’s Determination of Significance shall be filed in
accordance with the requirements of 6 NYCRR 617.12;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in making its SEQRA determination, the Planning Board
relied upon voluntary agreements and representations of the applicant, as set forth in the Part 3
Narrative and Appendix A, and in the submissions made by the applicant, which shall be incorporated
as relevant into any approval resolutions granting approval to the site plan and final subdivision plan.
The final site plan and final subdivision plan must be consistent with this determination before it will
be signed by the Planning Board chairperson.

Said determination was adopted upon motion of Member Nolan, seconded by Member Yearwood,
and the affirmative vote of 6 members, the negative vote of 0 members, the abstention of 1 members,
no mermbers being absent.

The Planning Board hereby directs the Secretary of the Planning Board to file a copy of this
SEQRA determination in the office of the Town Clerk and mail a copy of the decision to the
applicant, and, as applicable, file and circulate it to the applicant and all involved and interested
agencies, pursuant to the requirements of SEQRA and the Town Law.

4%%&/@@«&0 s M ea/é

%ichael Calimano, Chairman Date7

 END -

I, Rosanna Mazzaccari, the Town Clerk of the Town of New Paltz, hereby certifies that the
foregoing Resolution of the Plannifiy Board was filed in my office on this date.
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Agency Use Only [IfApplicable]
Project : [Mohonk Preserve Foothills Site Plan/Subdivisio
Date : [May 9, 2076

Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts
and
Determination of Significance

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance. The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact.

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not
have a significant adverse environmental impact. By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its
determination of significance.

Reasons Supporting This Determination:
To complete this section:

o Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude. Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.

o  Assess the importance of the impact. Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were t
occur, ,

¢  The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.

e Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where
there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.

Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that
no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.

o  Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions

SEQR Status: Type 1 ] Unlisted

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project: Part 1 Part 2 Part 3




Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information
identified in the Part 3 Narrative

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the
Town of New Paitz Planning Board as lead agency that:

A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact
statement need not be prepared. Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued.

] B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency:

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative
declaration is issued. A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.4d).

] c. This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those
impacts. Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued.

Name of Action: Mohonk Preserve Foothill Site Plan and Subdivision

Name of Lead Agency: Town of New Paliz Planning Board

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: Michael Calimano

Title of Responsible Officer: Chairman

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: /ﬁﬁm G OQ M‘/’(g) Date: 3 { /é ¢ 70 /é

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Ox‘ﬁcer) Date: /

For Further Information:

Contact Person: Micheal Calimano, Chairman

Address: Town Hall, 3 Clearwater Road, New Paltz, NY 12561
Telephone Number: (845) 255-0102

E~mail: planningzoning@townofnewpaltz.org
For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to:

Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of)
Other involved agencies (if any)

Applicant (if any)

Environmental Notice Bulletin: hitp:/www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html

PRINT FULL FORM Page 2 of 2
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Impact on land resources: reference Section 1, Part 3 Narrative

1. As discussed more fully in Section 1 of the Part 3 Narrative (“Narrative”), the proposed action involves
construction on and physical alteration of land. The total land disturbance amounts to approximately 6.4
acres of the total 857+ acre Foothills parcel or less than 1% of the site (0.75%). Approximately 2.10 acres
of the disturbed area would be converted to impervious surface, representing 0.25% of the entire property.
The land alteration includes minor clearing and grading; the creation of two site access and parking areas,
trail development and restoration (stone dust, mowed vegetation, and elevated walkway); and installation of
11 new accessory structures totaling 2732 ft*. In determining the significance of the action, the adverse
impact to land is considered to be small as the actions do not exceed any Type | threshold and the areas of
disturbance have been minimized to the extent practicable.

2. The components of the overall action involving land disturbance were individually analyzed in Section 1
of the Narrative.

3. The activities in the Testimonial Gatehouse area will result in 2.90 acres of disturbance, including
approximately 1.5 acres of disturbance for the parking area and access. Limits of clearing and grading

activities will be delineated on the site plan to maintain a vegetated buffer area of undisturbed land along
the Route 299 and Gatehouse Road frontage.

An alternative point of access using Gatehouse Road was considered by the applicant and rejected to avoid
safety issues and impacts on residences along Gatehouse Road. The applicant did modify the parking
area that was initially proposed to address concerns identified in the course of application review, first by
relocating 20 parking spaces, including parking for horse trailers and a bus, to the Hasbrouck House site
and then further reducing the number of spaces at the Gateway parking area to 80 spaces. The parking
area has been designed to incorporate green areas within the area of disturbance and the area of
disturbance will also accommodate a vegetated dry swale and two vegetated bioretention features for
stormwater control, which will provide stormwater controls while breaking up the open parking area and
softening the visual impact. The applicant evaluated the use of porous pavement to further reduce
disturbance due to the need for stormwater management was evaluated and rejected due to poor in situ
soils and the high volume of leaf litter which would render the system ineffective.

4. The activities in the Hasbrouck House area will result in 2.82 acres of disturbance includes realignment
of the Hasbrouck Lane driveway onto Route 299 to improve safe access, a 20 car parking area, restrooms,
a rustic education cabin, and other accessory structures. While the elevated marsh walkway has minimal

impact on land due to its pile supported construction method, it was considered as part of the total of land
disturbance.

Disturbance in the Hasbrouck area has also been modified and reduced in response to comments,
particularly regarding impact to the former Wawarsing Turnpike (as discussed in Section 10 — Historic and
Archaeological Resources). However, safety improvements to the previously disturbed portion of the road
providing access to Route 299 are considered unavoidable given implementation of this secondary lot.

5. The River to Ridge Trail connection requires the construction of 0.7 miles of trail on the Foothills
property and the Hillside lot, connecting the existing trail system on the Foothills parcel to the proposed OSI
River to Ridge trail. Land disturbance associated with this connection includes approximately 0.2 miles of
stone dust trail and an additional 0.5 miles of mowed agricultural trail; the latter results in no significant
disturbance to land but has been incorporated into the total area of disturbance. The 0.7 miles of new trail
along with roughly 1.5 miles of existing trail and including Pine Road will make up the Foothills 2.2 mile
“free loop”, and will form the connection between the OSI River to Ridge Trail and Preserve lands. Minor
disturbance associated with this connection trail includes an intermittent stream crossing and supplemented
landscape buffer areas.

6. Pine Road. An additional entry booth and orientation kiosk are proposed off Pine Road within currently
disturbed areas.

7. Hillside Lot. Part of the proposed action includes the subdivision of the 19+ acre Hillside Lot from the
Foothills parcel. In order to demonstrate that the lot created by the proposed subdivision of the Hillside Lot

1
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is buildable, the subdivision plan shows a building envelope that would accommodate a single family
residence well, septic, septic reserve and driveway within the area of disturbance. Such development would
result in an insignificant increase in the overall impact to land. No land disturbance is proposed by the
Mohonk Preserve application. Any future application for a use of the property other than agricultural or
single family residential use would require site plan approval and full SEQRA review of such use. Both the
Mohonk Preserve and OS| have agreed to the restrictive building envelope and related map notes shown
on the plan, and to include notes on the plan that prohibit further subdivision of the 19+ acre lot or lot lines
changes that create additional building lots and permit principal and accessory residential structures only
within the established restrictive residential building envelope, and to incorporate those notes and
restrictions into a restrictive covenant to be recorded when the subdivision plan is filed,

8. Cumulative impacts. The River to Ridge trail will provide an additional 3.4 miles of trail, including land
within the floodplain. Considered with the Foothills project, the total physical alteration of land amounts to
over 10 acres, a SEQRA threshold. However, the total land area associated with the combined projects
amounts to over 1150 acres, thus the cumulative impact to land remains at less than 1%. The OSI project
consists of the creation of 3.4 miles of non-motorized, multi-use, natural stone surfaced trails and
reconfiguration/resurfacing of an existing parking lot, all which will have minimal impact on the land. The
trails are largely located in a linear corridor that traverses existing agricultural and crop buffer lands,
avoiding impact on the existing uses of those lands. The combined projects are considered to have no
significant adverse impact to land.

Land resources: determination

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the
public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 1 of the Narrative, the Planning
Board finds that the impacts to land described above, have been reduced to the extent feasible, and
when considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall context of the action, are small,
and that the proposed action therefore does not have the potential for any significant adverse
impact on land.

In making its determination, the Board relies on the representations of the applicant that:

1. it will address the concern that increased use of trails may result in additional erosion potential by
continuing its trail management policy of routinely inspecting trails for such issues and restricting access to
areas where impact has been identified until repair has been made and stabilization has occurred.

2. it will utilize specific construction techniques to minimize impact in ecologically sensitive areas, as
described in Section 1 of the Narrative.
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Impacts on surface water resources: reference Section 3, Part 3 Narrative

1. As explained in Section 3 of the Narrative, the proposed action has the potential to impact surface water
resources on the Foothills site, but the anticipated adverse impact is small as potential impacts have been
satisfactorily avoided or minimized.

2. The applicant identified existing surface waters and wetlands within the Foothills project area in
accordance with federal and state wetland regulations and the Wetlands and Watercourse Law of the Town
of New Paltz, Chapter 139 of the Town Code. The applicant’s submissions were reviewed by the Town
engineer and the Town’s Wetland Inspector, following several site visits. The project area contains a
variety of regulated areas, include 3 NYSDEC mapped perennial streams (Humpo Kill, Kieine Kill and
Mohonk Brook), 7 unmapped tributaries and drainage features, the NYSDEC regulated Humpo Marsh, and
8 natural and manmade wetlands which includes the former Gateway ponds.

3. When evaluating the project against Part 2 thresholds, potential impacts were found to pertain only to
water quality and ecology. The project will not result in the creation, elimination or alteration of depth,
volume or surface area of any water body. Similarly no water will be withdrawn and, other than stormwater,
no water will be discharged as a result of this project.

4. Wetlands and water bodies have been avoided in all situations excepting where access to the aquatic
resource is the intent, specifically the installation of an elevated walkway within the Humpo Marsh, and the
Phenology Trail construction adjacent the northern Gateway Pond.

5. Testimonial Gateway area. A nature trail partially established around the Gateway Ponds in the mid
1960’s will be expanded and improved. As portions of this Phenology Trail are situated in close proximity
to wetland boundaries, the Preserve will utilize the US Forest Service’s Encapsulation technique within the
wetter portions of this trail.

6. Hasbrouck House area. An elevated walkway will be established within Humpo Marsh, mitigating
potential impact on aquatic resources through use of a helical pile support system to support the walkway.
Additionally, the Humpo Marsh walkway will be installed near the wetland fringe, not within the broad
expanse of wetland or the edge habitat; all vital habitat will be maintained and the naturally progressing
transition to the adjacent upland habitat will not be impaired. In order to accommodate for seasonal
wetness, a small section of trail which runs from the bird blind area northward may also be constructed
using the encapsulation technique.

7. River to Ridge Trail connection. A small bridge will be constructed over an intermittent stream opposite
the Hillside lot. The bridge will be similar in construction to the elevated walkway and will not impact the
water course. No wetlands exist in this location.

8. All improvements in regulated areas will be installed in accordance with regulatory requirements,
including Chapter 139 of the Town Code, the Wetlands and Watercourse Protection Law. Town wetland
consultant Norbert Quenzer of Bagdon Environmental has inspected the site, verified wetlands and wetland
boundaries, and has concurred with the anticipated impacts and need for the above mentioned approvals.

9. The project may cause soil erosion or otherwise impact water quality which may affect water bodies. It
will be required to obtain coverage under the DEC General Permit for Storm Water Discharges from
Construction Activity. The applicant has developed the Mohonk Preserve Foothills Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP), which was revised in 2016 as site plans, particularly the Hasbrouck access and
parking lot areas, were modified in response to concerns and recommendations of the Town HPC and its
independent historic resource consultant, Larson Fisher and Associates.

10. The Foothills SWPPP analysis of pre and post development conditions indicates that the project will
comply with required permit conditions. Discharge of stormwater, post development, will be substantially
the same with regard to volume and discharge patterns as that which currently exists. The slight increase
in the volume of runoff resulting from the additional 2.1 acres of impervious surface (Testimonial Gateway
and Hasbrouck access and parking facilities) will be treated onsite, via green infrastructure practices, in
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order to ensure water quality and attenuate peak flow, addressing concerns raised during the public hearing
about the potential impact on drainageways running along Jacob’s Lane.

11. The Foothills SWPPP identifies and defines the erosion and sediment control practices to be installed
and maintained on site, which will include preservation of existing vegetation, bioretention basins, rain
gardens, a green roof, and use of crushed stone/gravel for parking lot surfacing, silt fenceffiber rolls, swales

with check dams, stabilized construction entrances, designated staging areas with foam berms, and good
housekeeping practices.

12. While the proposed Foothills project has a potential for minor impact to surface water resources, that
potential is mitigated by the limited area of disturbance, careful design and siting of proposed
improvements, and implementation of the SWPPP. As proposed, a very small impact to aquatic resources
and their buffers is associated with construction of the Phenology trail, the elevated walkway, wetland
crossing north of the bird blind, and minor buffer area disturbance in vicinity of the Hasbrouck House.

These impacts do not involve alteration to drainage or flow patterns, loss of aquatic habitat, change to water
chemistry, or modification in function of the system.

13. Cumulative impacts. When the Foothills project is considered in conjunction with OSI's River to Ridge

trail project, the cumulative impacts do not have the potential for any significant adverse impact upon
surface waters.

14. Surface water impact resulting from creation of the OSlI trail will cross federal and Town regulated
waters and Town regulated buffers in four locations. The crossings are designed to avoid fill wetlands and
watercourse, avoid alterations of water flow or the functions of those resources, minimize the disturbance of
those areas and minimize post-construction impacts on wetlands and watercourse, in accord with best
practices and applicable regulations. The crossings are necessary to allow passage between the Wallkill
River and Lewis Lane outside of active agricultural areas,

15. While these necessary features will not result in any significant fill to the aquatic resources and,
authorization under Section 139 of Town code and Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act is required.

16. As the OSI project involve more than 1 acre of disturbance, a SWPPP with erosion and sediment
controls will be necessary to obtain coverage under the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Storm Water
Discharges. A Town floodplain permit will also be required. The nature of the OSI project along with strict
compliance with the OSI Trail SWPPP, and the conditions of the Town floodplain permit and wetlands
permit will ensure no significant adverse impact to aquatic resources.

Surface water resources: determination

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the
public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 3 of the Narrative, the Planning
Board finds that the potential impacts to surface land described above, have been avoided or
reduced to the extent feasible, and when considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall
context of the action, are small, and that the proposed action therefore does not have the potential
for any significant adverse impact on surface water resources.

a
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Impacts on groundwater resources: reference Section 4, Part 3 Narrative

1. As described in Section 4 of the Narrative, the proposed Foothills project will have no significant adverse
impact upon groundwater resources as the project involves no new demand for water, no onsite wastewater
disposal, no bulk storage or hazardous wastes, nor anticipated use of applied chemicals.

2. The proposed action will provide restrooms that use premanufactured waterless vaulted toilets to meet
sanitary waste disposal requirement in accordance with Health Department standards. The facilities will be
monitored by Preserve staff and have regularly scheduled pumping and offsite disposal. The schedule may
be modified if needed. Leakage or pumping accident would resuit in @ small and short term impact as the

area would be promptly and properly cleaned. The possibility of such accidental discharge is unlikely to
occur yet acknowledged.

3. Stormwater from parking areas will be treated by water quality practices that meet DEC standards to
minimize any impact upon groundwater. There may be minor impacts associated with those discharges,
but the limited volume of additional stormwater generated as a result of plan implementation along with the
mitigating measures required by the SWPPP avoid any potential for significant impact to groundwater.

4. No development of the Hillside lot is proposed by the Mohonk Preserve. In the event that a single family
house is built on that 19+ acre lot, it would be supplied by a private well, which would result in a slight yet
insignificant impact to groundwater (est. 130 gpd per bedroom).

5. The OSI's River to Ridge Trail project does not propose any wells or facilities that require a water
supply, and therefore will have no impact upon groundwater resources.

Therefore, there will be no significant cumulative impact groundwater resources.

Groundwater resources: determination of significance

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the pian and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the
public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 4 of the Narrative, the Planning
Board finds that the impacts to groundwater resources described above, have been reduced to the
extent feasible, and when considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall context of the
action, are small, and that the proposed action therefore does not have the potential for any
significant adverse impact on groundwater resources.

In making its determination, the Board relies on the representations of the applicant that the onsite
waterless sanitary facilities will be available to visitors during normal hours of operation, regularly inspected
by on-site staff and regularly maintained and serviced by a licensed hauler, and that any spills or leakage
will be promptly remediated.
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Impacts on flooding: reference Section 5, Part 3 Narrative

1. As explained in Section 5 of the Narrative, the proposed Foothills project will have no significant adverse
impact upon flooding. No disturbance or improvements are proposed within a designated floodway, 100-
year floodplain, or 500-year floodplain. The SWPPP developed for the site has shown that while drainage
will be slightly altered from that which currently exists, there will be no net increase in the rate of discharge
and the 0.25% increase in impervious surface will not alter drainage from the site or increase the potential
for downstream flooding in the vicinity of the Gatehouse as a result of the proposed site changes.

2. Cumulative impact. When considered in conjunction with OSI’s River to Ridge trail project, the
cumulative impacts of this action on flooding remain small. Although nearly half of the OSI project area,
from the Wallkill River to Lewis Lane, is situated within a designated FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area
boundary (100 year) that experiences frequent flooding, the proposed trail improvements have been
designed to withstand such flooding. The Town engineer has reviewed the design of the proposed trails
and has advised that the addition or replacement of culverts will not significantly or adversely impact the
lands natural ability to store, absorb, release and allow passage of flood waters.

3. In accordance with the Town’s Flood Damage Prevention Law, construction of the OSI trails will require
that all fill placed within the floodplain district be offset by excavating a hydraulically equivalent volume of
material from below the base flood elevation. A Town Floodplain Development Permit and Village
Floodplain Development Permit are both required. ”

Flooding: determination of significance

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the
public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 5 of the Narrative, the Planning
Board finds that the impacts on flooding described above have been reduced to the extent feasible,
and that those impacts are small, when considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall
context of the action, and that the proposed action therefore does not have the potential for any
significant adverse impact on flooding.
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Impacts on air resources: reference Section 6, Part 3 Narrative

1. As described in Section 6 of the Narrative, the proposed Foothills project will not have a significant
adverse impact upon air quality. Air emissions associated with the Foothills project are predominantly
transient in nature and associated with transportation of visitors to and from the Foothills parcel. The
anticipated emissions do not exceed any of the Part 2 thresholds. Using guidance developed by the
National Park Service (50 metric tons of any pollutant generated annually), the level of increased emissions
anticipated through creation of parking for up to 103 passenger vehicles and up to 4 total buses is not
anticipated to result in any significant deterioration to air quality. The Board notes that a portion of
individuals using the parking areas are anticipated to be Preserve members, who likely are already visiting
Preserve lands, which will further offset any anticipated air quality impacts.

2. Any fransient emissions associated with construction activities will be minimized by the Town's standard
site plan conditions prohibiting extended idling of equipment or vehicles and requiring equipment to be
maintained in proper operating condition. There may also be incidental emissions from the wood burning
fireplace and back up propane heater that will be used at the educational cabin on an intermittent, as
needed basis during the winter months. These sources will result in only temporary and insignificant
impacts to air quality.

3. The Preserve proposes to install five electric vehicle-charging stations, encouraging visitor use of no
emission electric vehicles and low emission hybrid vehicles.

4. Cumulative impacts. The OSlI's River to Ridge trail project involves no emission sources, other than
minor and temporary construction activities and shared use of an existing parking facility at the Village boat
launch. While vehicular use may increase as visitors may opt to park within existing Village lots in order to
access the new OSI and Mohonk Preserve trails, it is anticipated that many users will come from the Wallkill
Valley Rail Trail, SUNY New Paltz and other locations from within the Village, and will thus not utilize
motorized transportation. When considered in the aggregate, the impact on air quality does not exceed
any of the Part 2 or NPS thresholds, and is therefore not considered significant.

Air resources: determination of significance

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the
public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 6 of the Narrative, the Planning
Board finds that the impacts on air resources described above are small, and when considered in
light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall context of the action, that the proposed action
therefore does not have the potential for any significant adverse impact on air resources.

In making its determination, the Board relies on the representations of the applicant that it will install
equipment to allow five EVs to charge, and ensure that those spaces are reasonably accessible for that
purpose.
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Impacts on plants and animals: reference Section 7, Part 3 Narrative

1. As explained more fully in Section 7 of the Narrative, the proposed Foothills project will have an impact
upon resident flora and fauna.

2. Plants and animals within the proposed areas of disturbance will be removed or displaced within 6.4
acres of the site. However, the areas of disturbance have been extensively studied to determine what
species and habitat areas are present. The reports submitted by the applicant and reviewed by the Town's
consultants identified NYS identified rare and special concern species, provided site specific evaluations of
federal and state protected species and significant natural communities, described formerly existing pied
billed grebe habitat, habitat resources for protected bat species, and referenced US F&W Section 7
consultation as required by the federal wetland permit process. The Town’s ecological consultant, Norbert
Quenzer of Bagdon Environmental, advised that the applicant submissions have accurately represented the
plant and animal resources and the anticipated project impacts.

3. The adverse impact is considered to be small due to the minimal area of disturbance; preservation of
over 99% of existing habitat; careful siting of improvements so as not to impact critical and significant
habitats; the lack of reported endangered and threatened species in the project area; and timing of
construction activity. Potential impact to wildlife will also be mitigated by the maintenance and preservation
of essential habitat and biodiversity including historic forest and legacy trees, wetlands and open fields.

4. Endangered, threatened or special concern species. As more fully described in the Narrative, the
proposed Foothills will not result in a reduction in population, loss of individuals, or reduction or degradation
of habitat critical to any Federal or NYS listed endangered, threatened or special concern species.

5. Overall, the small areas of disturbance required by this action will minimize habitat loss, as 99% of
existing habitat will remain untouched. Additionally, no federal or state protected species have been
identified within the project area. Although the areas of disturbance do include forested areas commonly
used for foraging and travel by protected bat species, no critical roost or hibernation habitat for those bat
species has been identified within the project area. Tree removal has been minimized and will be
voluntarily restricted to the period between October 31 and March 31 in accordance with US F&W
guidelines. This seasonal cutting restriction will also serve to protect breeding and nesting birds.

6. The site plan has been voluntarily designed by the applicant to avoid key habitats it has identified on the
property, including a white oak forest and the Humpo Marsh. The site plan has also been designed to avoid
fragmentation of habitats. For example, necessary fencing is designed to allow wild life to pass through.
During the construction phase, the Mohonk Preserve will provide frained personnel to survey all areas to be
disturbed immediately prior to construction activity in order to assure that no protected species will be
impacted; if any animal, protected or not, is discovered in a construction area those personne! will attempt
to relocate the individual out of harm’s way.

7. Pesticide and herbicide use. The Mohonk Preserve does not currently use pesticides or herbicides on
any of its lands. In the event that the Preserve determines that the use of such is required to control
nuisance species, it has agreed to utilize principles of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) to control such
species. It further agreed to develop an IPM plan that preferentially uses non-toxic pest management
(NPM) principles that utilizes natural, non-toxic and biologic practices, and, as last resort, least toxic
management options. Should the Preserve determine that a pesticide must be used, the application of
such will be subject to all regulations applicable at that time including the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act, Environmental Protection Agency regulations in 40 CFR, Occupational Safety and
Health Administration regulations, and state and local laws.

8. ltis worth noting the abundance of information regarding plant and animal species and habitat which
were considered in both the determination of need and the development of the Mohonk Preserve Foothills
project plan. Ecological studies performed relative to the LAMP, 2012 Testimonial Gateway BioBlitz, 2013
Humpo Marsh biodecathon, 2014 implementation of the Phenology Project, several bird censuses and
forest studies by SUNY New Paltz were evaluated in the siting of proposed improvements within the
Foothills parcel.
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9. Cumulative impacts. The OSI's River to Ridge trail project is located on lands that have been utilized for
agricultural purposes or disturbed by flooding. The updated Threatened and Endangered Species
Assessment performed by the Mohonk Preserve incorporated the OSlI area into its regulatory agency query
and the two additional species identified were included in the Preserve's evaluation with no impact
identified. OSI's own evaluation of species and habitat identified no protected species, indicated a
proposed alteration of only 4.1 of nearly 300 acres or habitat, predominantly agricultural in nature, and
concluded that no significant adverse impact to plants or animals as anticipated. Accordingly, cumulative
impacts to species and habitat due to these projects are not considered to be significant.

Plant and animal resources: determination of significance

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the
public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 7 of the Narrative, the Planning
Board finds that the impacts on plants and animal resources described above are small, and when
considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall context of the action, that the proposed
action therefore does not have the potential for any significant adverse impact on plant and animal
resources.

In making its determination, the Board relies on the representations of the applicant that it will:

1. provide trained personnel to survey all areas to be disturbed immediately prior to construction activity in
order to assure that no protected species will be impacted, and that appropriate measures will be taken, if
possible, to relocate any animal, protected or not, found in that area out of harm’s way.

2. continue its practice of avoiding the use of pesticides or herbicides, but in the event that it determines
the use of such is required to control nuisance species, it will use an Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
plan to control such species, and preferentially uses non-toxic pest management (NPM) principles that
utilizes natural, non-toxic and biologic practices, and, as last resort, least toxic management options.
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Impacts on agricultural resources: reference Section 8, Part 3 Narrative

1. As explained in Section 8 of the Narrative, the proposed Foothills project will have not have any adverse
impact upon agriculture.

2. Projects greater than 2.5 acres in size situated within designated agricultural districts are identified as
Type 1 actions as they are presumed to result in more than a small impact to agricultural resources. The
Foothills parcel is situated within Ulster County’s Agricultural District #2 but the proposed actions will not

result in the loss of any significant area of agricultural soils or adversely affect existing agricultural uses on
or adjacent to the Preserve lands.

3. The Foothills project has limited impact on agricultural land, as only 0.6 acres of meadow near the
Hasbrouck House will be converted to parking, which constitutes approximately 0.1% of the site's prime
agricultural soils The remaining meadows will be actively managed by the Preserve by routine mowing.
While open agricultural lands not suitable for productive agricultural use at this time will evolve to shrub and
forest lands, mitigation of loss is provided through preservation and active management of the balance of
such resources. Therefore, the action will not result in any significant impact to agricultural resources.

4. Additionally, the project will not sever, cross or limit access to agricultural lands, will not result in the
excavation or compaction of soils of active agricultural land, and will not disrupt or prevent installation of

any agricultural land management system. The project will not result in increased development pressure on
farmland.

5. The project is consistent with the Town of New Paltz Farmland Preservation Plan, which promotes
conservation of active farmlands and agricultural heritage. The plan is also consistent with the Town of
New Paltz Open Space Plan which calls for the conservation of active farmlands.

6. The Hillside lot is to be transferred to OSI with no impact to agricultural resources by the Mohonk
Preserve.

7. In summary, none of the soils within the proposed areas of disturbance are actively farmed and all lands
upon the Foothills parcel currently in agricultural production will remain so. The impact to agricultural
resources amounts to just over one half acre, which is considered to be minor, particularly with regard to
the agricultural preservation of the balance of the site.

8. Cumulative impacts. OSI's River to Ridge trail project, also located within Ulster County Agricultural
District 2, will also have a minor impact upon agricultural resources. However, the cumulative adverse
impact of the two separate projects on agricultural resources remains small.

9. Approximately half of the nearly 300 acre OSI site is in active crop production and will remain so. The
River to Ridge trail project will convert approximately 3 acres of farmland to crushed stone trails, a non-
agricultural use. The total impact of the two projects to agriculture amounts to roughly 3.5 acres of 730
acres of farmland or roughly 0.5%, a small portion of the prime soils on the site.

10. Compatible uses of agricultural lands include agri-tourism and outdoor recreation (multi-use trails). The
trails have been designed to generally follow existing farm roads and travel ways and to avoid active
cultivation to the greatest extent practicable; the project will not impair continuation of farm activities in the
area. All remaining farmland will be maintained as such. Should future circumstances warrant, trails can
be removed and the land returned back to agricultural use.

11. A portion of the Hillside lot is maintained as meadow; it is not used for active crop production. Potential
impact to agricultural resources should the lot be developed by OSI would be limited to the portion of the
deed restricted building envelope which is currently field. This area would not constitute a significant
increase to agricultural impact. Cumulatively, the impact to agricultural resources given implementation of
both the Mohonk Foothills and OSI River to Ridge trail project is considered small.

Agricultural resources: determination of significance

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the
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389 public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 8 of the Narrative, the Planning
390  Board finds that the impacts on agricultural resources described above are small, and when

391  considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall context of the action, that the proposed
392  action therefore does not have the potential for any significant adverse impact on agricultural

393 resources.

394
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Impacts on aesthetic and visual resources: reference Section 4, Part 3 Narrative

1. As described in Section 9 of the Narrative, the proposed Foothills project will have a small adverse
impact upon aesthetic resources as site access, the two parking areas, and some of the new structures and
trails may be partially viewed from a limited number of locations, including the Shawangunk Mountain
Scenic Byway (Route 299), some immediate neighbors and from within the parcel itself, particularly during
seasonal leaf off periods. However, the project will preserve important aesthetic resources, particularly the
iconic Testimonial Gatehouse, and the Oak Allee, along with the overall character of the surrounding
landscape.

2. With respect to Part 2 thresholds, the impact of the project on aesthetic resources is considered to be
small. The proposed improvements will occupy less than 1 % of the overall parcel, will be spread among
several discreet locations and will be only partially visible. The project will not obstruct or eliminate any
scenic view and will have no adverse impact upon views from publically accessible vantage points.
Structural improvements are consistent with the existing structures and rural character of the area, and
small in size, ranging from roughly 30ft? (kiosks) to approximately 1200 ft* (rustic educational structure).
The scale and architecture is similar to the amenities at other Mohonk Preserve sites, which are also
designed to blend in with the landscape. No views will be obstructed by any proposed improvements.

Where fencing is needed for agricultural purposes, the applicant will typically provide a wire type fence
where appropriate to minimize impact on views.

3. The applicant did consider alternate sites for the parking facilities and associated improvements during
its initial land planning process, which resulted in the LAMP, and included significant public participation.
The alternate sites were not considered further due to visual impacts. The initial proposal for a single
parking area at the Gatehouse location that would provide approximately 140 spaces was modified to
reduce the number of parking spaces and divide then into two lots. Subsequent modifications made in
response to comments included the further size reduction of the Gateway parking lot and the movement of
horse trailer parking from Gateway to the secondary Hasbrouck lot.

4. All proposed improvements have been sited out of direct view from surrounding public highways, take
full advantage of existing natural features in order to limit their visibility, and do not appear to significantly
impact the visual integrity of the area. The Historic Preservation Commission has provided an advisory
report stating that modifications proposed by the applicant have satisfactorily addressed concerns by the
Commission and its historic preservation consultant about visual impacts on the historic landscape and the
Gatehouse. Visibility of the proposed improvements, including the Testimonial Gateway parking facility,
appears to be further mitigated by existing vegetative screening, topography, a significant rock outcrop and
distance to potential receptors.

5. The bulk of the trails, as well as the parking facilities and Hasbrouck Lane, will be finished with a
crushed stone surface consistent with the local and historic carriage roads. Such surfacing will limit visual
impact as it blends in with the natural landscape. As the parking areas will close no later than one hour
after sunset, they will not be illuminated.

Testimonial Gateway area

1. The Gateway parking facility, the most apparent of the proposed improvements, is located a minimum of
150" from Route 299. At this nearest point, the lot is situated roughly 8' in elevation higher than Route 299.
The nearest residential structure (2 Jacobs Lane) is roughly 500’ distant on the opposite side of Route 299
with significant vegetation in between.

2. The siting and elliptical shape of the Testimonial Gateway parking area was designed to allow for
preservation of the entire white oak forest and quality vegetation within the central ellipse. Legacy trees
and second growth evergreens will also be preserved along the periphery. Additional plantings are
proposed between the parking area and the Testimonial Gateway structure and may be supplemented as
necessary.

3. Based on the Board’s site visits, Board members familiarity with other Preserve parking facilities, and its
review of the site plan and visual profile information provided by the applicant, it does not appear that the
Testimonial Gateway lot, as currently proposed, will be substantially visible from the road or neighboring
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residences; portions of the elliptical shaped clearing, as well as the entrance and contact station, will be
visible but these do not appear to be appreciably out of character. For example, the area of clearing for the
Gateway parking facility is comparable in size and configuration to the cleared areas on several of the
neighboring residential lots on Jacobs Lane.

4. Two shielded, downward directed LED luminaires will be used at the Testimonial Gateway area: one at

the entry point, and one at the rest room facilities. These lights are to be turned off automatically one hour
after sunset.

5. A modest “Mohonk style” summer house (gazebo), 400 ft?in size and designed to accommodate only 6-
10 people, will be tucked into the corner of the meadow south of the Oak Allee and west of the Gateway
ponds. [t will be visible from portions of Lenape Lane and at a distance from Gatehouse Road and possibly
from some of the upper Foothills trails. The structure has been designed, sized and sited so as to blend in
and conform to existing local character.

6. Restoration of the historic Gatehouse, removal of the Gatehouse Road end of Lenape Lane and the
landscaping of this area, and restoration of the Oak Allee with resurfacing and replacement of dead and
dying oak trees will benefit the aesthetic value of the Gateway area.

Hasbrouck House area

1. Access to the Hasbrouck House lot area will be via an existing albeit improved road. The lot is tucked
into the far north corner of the open field, taking full advantage of the natural screening of topography,
woodlot vegetation, viewing angles and distance. Additional trees will be planted on the south side of the
lot to further shield that area from view. One shielded, downward directed LED [uminarie will be provided
at the Hasbrouck House entry point 1t will also be turned off automatically one hour after sunset.

2. The rustic educational structure has also been tucked into the woodlot adjacent open fields and the
former Wawarsing Turnpike to reduce visibility from the Turnpike and the.upper Foothills trails. lts scale
(1200 ft* which includes two porch areas), design and construction material will allow it to blend into the
landscape. The structure is not anticipated to be visible from outside of Preserve lands. Use of solar panels
to provide electricity to the structure was dismissed due to potential viewing of the panels from within the
site.

3. The proposed bird blind overlooking the Humpo Marsh will be small (400 ft?, constructed of natural
materials and employ a green roof. Immediately surrounding vegetation will be maintained and trimmed
only to the extent necessary to allow for adequate viewing from the structure. Such design features will
limit the visual salience of this structure.

River to Ridge Trail connection

Trails have been predominately sited on existing travel pathways (Lenape Lane, Wawarsing Turnpike) and
along the edge of agricultural fields. Buffers will be maintained between the trails and residences along
Butterville to the exient practicable (typically limited by active agriculture). Vegetative buffers may be
enhanced near residences as needed (ie. at road crossing from OSl trail). Trails within agricultural areas
will be maintained as mowed vegetated trails.

Lenape Lane Bridge Restoration

The Lenape Bridge restoration component of the project will replace the deteriorating overpass portion of
the existing structure, facilitating the passage of emergency service and Town highway vehicles. Since
parking is not legally allowed on the paved portion of highways, site restoration will eliminate the use of
much of the informal off-road parking area in the vicinity of the Bridge. Both will result in significant
aesthetic and safety improvements over existing conditions.

Visual impact

1. Visual simulations of all aspects of the project have been provided and are part of the public record. The
simulations appear to reasonably represent visual impact. However, it is acknowledged that computer
generated images in wooded areas often depict greater visibility of a project than anticipated, as tree
density and canopy cover need to be reduced to allow for such simulations.
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2. The areas where improvements are proposed, particularly the parking locations, were inspected in 2015
during leaf off conditions by Planning Board members, who concluded that “visibility of the proposed
improvements during seasonal leaf-off periods is not possible at a majority of visual receptors due to the
density of standing timber proposed to be retained”.

3. This Part 3 determination that the project, particularly the Testimonial Gateway area, will not be in sharp
visual contrast to existing conditions is also based on recent inspection of the site, principally the Gateway
parking area, as well as inspections of the Preserve's other parking facilities, parking lots within in the Town
and Village and open areas in the immediate vicinity.

4. The Foothills project addresses many elements of the New Paltz Open Space Plan, specifically the need
for management of open areas to protect significant viewsheds and the need to protect and expand access
to scenic vistas and historical and cultural resources.

5. In summary, while there will be impacts to aesthetic resources associated with the project, the adverse
impacts are not found to be significant, particularly in the context that the Part 3 evaluation is to be of a
proposed action as seen from a scenic resource or as a part of a scenic resource. The elements of the
project seen from or against the backdrop of the Foothills do not adversely impact the aesthetic resource.
The view of passing motorist and from neighboring parcels is predominantly of a woodlot, not the
designated scenic element. The impact is considered to be small.

6. Proposed restoration and maintenance of several key visual elements sited within the parcel is
considered to be significant mitigation, including restoration of the iconic Testimonial Gateway building and
grounds, restoration of the Oak Allee including the replacement of dead and dying trees, and replacement
of the aerial portion of the Lenape Lane Bridge. Additional historically significant structures upon the parcel
will also be maintained in order to preserve the visual integrity of the area.

7. Cumulative impacts. When the Foothills project is considered in conjunction with OSI’'s River to Ridge
trail project, the cumulative impacts will not have any significant adverse impact upon aesthetic resources.
The O8Il trail project involves only at grade trails, trail signs, pavement markings at crossings and a few
benches. The visual impact will predominantly be of people walking and biking through the landscape.
Potential development of the Hillside lot, as per existing zoning and restrictions, will not cause significant
aesthetic impact as the site is situated in the valley and is not visible from important viewing areas. It is
also adjacent to several residential lots so any allowable development would not be out of character or
result in a considerable visual impact. The potential impact of these actions is considered to be small.

Aesthetic and visual resources: determination of significance

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the
public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 9 of the Narrative, the Planning
Board finds that the impacts on aesthetic resources described ahove are small, and when
considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall context of the action, that the proposed
action therefore does not have the potential for any significant adverse impact on aesthetic
resources.
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Impacts on historic and archeological resources: reference Section 10, Part 3 Narrative

1. As explained in Section 10 of the Narrative, the proposed Foothills project is located within the Lake
Mohonk Mountain House National Historic Landmark District, a historic district on the National Register. it
also includes the Testimonial Gateway, a locally designated historic property.

2. The Narrative describes at length the assessment of potential impact on these historic and archeological
resources that were considered during the review of this action. As the action was designated a Type |
action because of the presumption that it may have a significant impact on those resources, archeological
and historic resource assessments were performed on the project area by Alliance Archeological Services
in 2013, with an addendum in 2014, by Strata Cultural Resource Management in 2015. At the request of
the Planning Board and the Town Historic Preservation Commission, an independent consultant, Larson
Fisher Associates (LJA), also performed an assessment in 2015. Relative to the Part 2 thresholds, the
findings and recommendations of the various studies indicate that the proposed action will not result in a
significant adverse impact to historic and archaeological resources.

3. The Historic Landscape. The proposed action will largely occur within the Lake Mohonk Mountain
House and its associated support lands, which does not include the Hillside lot on Butterville Road. The
Assessment of Potential Adverse Impacts to Historic Resources with Proposed Mitigation Measures,
performed by LJA in 2015, and herein referred to as the LJA assessment, provided an extensive impartial
analysis of the potential impacts to historic buildings, landscapes and settings utilizing standards set forth
by the US Secretary of the Interior for historic preservation projects. The LJA assessment focused on
potential impacts to the historically significant Testimonial Gateway and Hasbrouck House structures, the
Wawarsing Turnpike, old Gatehouse Road, and the historic landscape.

It concluded that “as presented, the Mchonk Preserve Foothills Project has been carefully planned to avoid
potential adverse impacts to historic resources” within the Mohonk historic district. The assessment cited
several amendments which the Preserve has adopted, which “would lessen the potential impacts, but in
both cases the benefits of public access and the restoration of the exterior of the Testimonial Gateway are
considerable mitigations. As a result, the extent of the potential adverse impacts to historic resources
{resulting from the project} is not significant. These impacts are sufficiently addressed and mitigated in the
EAF to make an environmental Impact statement unnecessary.”

4. Testimonial Gateway area. The LJA assessment recommended changes to the plans which would shift
the congregation area and visitor services (restroom, informational kiosk, bike rack) further from the
Gatehouse, provide increased vegetative screening to effectively block any adverse visual impact of the
project amenities from the historic structure, and alter the trail location in order to allow for more consistent
use of the desired planned entry points with their focal advantages and to better prevent trailblazing. 1t will
also restore Lenape Lane consistent with historic surfacing of the Oak Allee, maintain the Gateway Ponds
in their current location, unless restoration is necessary to maintain the pond ecology or conserve habitat.
The applicant voluntarily incorporated those modifications into its proposed plan.

5. Hasbrouck House area. Although an alternative location for an access drive to the parking area at
Hasbrouck was recommended to avoid further impact to the existing site access, thus eliminating use of a
portion of the historic Wawarsing Turnpike, that access drive location was evaluated by the Preserve and
found to resulf in far greater disturbance and impact due to necessary grading and sight distance
requirement.

As described in the EAF Narrative, the Hasbrouck plan was modified in various respects to incorporate
suggestions by LJA and the HPC, include moving the proposed parking area and reconfigure it to provide
more distance between the proposed improvement and the historic Wawarsing Turnpike. The Mohonk
Preserve has committed to maintaining the only remaining intact portion of the Wawarsing Turnpike and
providing interpretive signage in order to inform and educate users of this historic feature.

6. Town Historic Preservation Commission. On January 20, 2016, the HPC held a duly noticed public
hearing on a certificate of appropriateness for the Foothills application. The HPC then issued an advisory
report to the Planning Board that concluded that the Mohonk Preserve Foothills project “has been carefully
planned to avoid potential adverse impacts to historic resources” and that “plan changes made in response
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to our concerns adequately mitigate any potential impacts cited”. The HPC indicated that it anticipated
issuing a Certificate of Appropriateness for the Foothills project at the conclusion of the SEQRA process.

7. While the LJA assessment found the project to be acceptable as proposed with regard to identified
historic resources, the Board notes the applicant has addressed all recommendations to the greatest extent
practicable and the resultant modifications avoid or minimize the potential impact on historic

resources. Project elements acknowledged as substantial mitigation include rehabilitation of the
Gatehouse, rehabilitation and restored usage of Old Gatehouse Road (Lenape Lane and the Oak Allee),
installation of an oak nursery from which to replace dead and dying trees along the Oak Allee, trails and
interpretive signage, the summer house, and rehabilitation of the Lenape Lane Bridge. HPC concerns were
addressed by making the restoration of Lenape Lane consistent with the historic Oak Allee, modifying the
Hasbrouck site improvements to be more respectful of the historic Wawarsing Turnpike and minimizing any
impact to the former Gateway Ponds.

8. Archeological sites. The proposed action will occur within an area designated as sensitive for
archaeological sites. A literature and document review and sensitivity assessment (Phase IA) and field
reconnaissance survey (Phase IB) were performed on portions of the site to be impacted by access,
parking and structures. The field evaluations performed resulted in no finding of significant artifacts. The
study concluded that no further archeological investigations were necessary. These studies and their
conclusions were submitted to SHPO. A consolidated response from SHPO indicated that the Phase 1A,
1A Addendum and 1B archaeological studies were reviewed, and concluded that “SHPO has no further
concerns regarding the Project’s potential effects to archaeological resources, and it is SHPO's
recommendation that no additional archaeological work is necessary.”

9. Cumulative impacts. When the Foothills project is considered in conjunction with OS¥'s River to Ridge
trail project, the cumulative impacts have no significant adverse impact upon archeological and historic
resources. The OSI trail project passes through significantly disturbed active and passive agricultural areas
as well as areas subject to periodic substantial flooding. These areas are typically not considered to be
archaeologically sensitive. Additionally, the OSI project involves only trail installation, with no significant
earthwork to be performed. Trail improvements will result in only minor changes to the historic landscape,
consistent with its scenic, rural and agricultural character. No historic structures will be impacted. In its
review of the OSI River to Ridge Trail project, the OPRHP has concluded that the project would have no
impact on archaeological and/or historic resources listed or eligible for listing.

10. Conclusion. The impact of the Foothills project upon historic and archaeological resources has been
fully evaluated. The literature review and sensitivity assessment (Phase IA) and field reconnaissance
survey (Phase IB) concluded that the action will have no adverse impact on historic and archaeological
resources. The studies submitted by the applicant, and the independent LJA study, as well as review of the
proposed action and those studies by the HPC, concluded that the potential impact to historic resources
due to implementation of the Foothills project is not significant, and that the project satisfactorily mitigates
any potential impact though project modifications that avoid or minimize impacts on the historic landscapes
and historic resources, and the proposed restoration and maintenance of key historic elements.

Historic and archaeological resources: determination of significance

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, the Town Historic Preservation
Commission, its historic resource consultant and the public, and on consideration of the reasons
set forth in Section 10 of the Narrative, the Planning Board finds that the impacts on historic and
archaeological resources described above are small, and when considered in light of the Part 2
thresholds and the overall context of the action, that the proposed action therefore does not have
the potential for any significant adverse impact on historic and archaeological resources or the
viewshed.
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Impacts on open space and recreation resources: reference Section 11, Part 3 Narrative

1. As discussed in Section 11 of the Narrative, the proposed Foothills project will have a beneficial impact
upon both open space and recreation; it will not result in any loss or adverse impact.

2. The Preserve's acquisition of the Foothills parcel allows the Preserve to protect a significant area of
open space landscape from development. This was a priority goal of the Town’s 2006 Open Space Plan.
The Board recognizes that active management of fields, pastures and meadows that provide open space,
by continuing agricultural practices and periodic mowing, is often necessary to maintain important
viewsheds, rather than allowing a natural reversion to forest. As discussed in Sections 10 and 11, the
proposed site modifications and amenities are not considered to have an adverse impact on the existing
areas of open space on the Foothills parcel. Consistent with the character of the open spaces, they will
provide safe and manageable access to the recreational opportunities offered by Foothills parcels, provide
users with enhanced facilities and amenities not currently available, and alleviate concerns about the
existing road side parking by Mohonk Foothills users.

3. Trails on the Foothills parcel will provide opportunity for short and/or leisurely strolls, with nearly level
trails for very young, elderly and disabled visitors, and varied settings including open field, marsh, pond,
and woods, and historic/cultural features not available on other lands, whether Preserve or publicly owned.

4. The proposed improvements, such as the elevated walkway and bird blind at Humpo Marsh, the
summer house (rustic gazebo) and rustic educational shelter, will enhance recreational opportunities such a
birding and wildlife watching, photography and nature study. “Citizen scientist” activities sponsored by the
Preserve will benefit from access to resources such as the Phenology Trail, which facilitates study of
seasonal and cyclical changes in species and habitat. The horse trailer parking area at the Hasbrouck
House will provide recreational opportunity to the equestrian population.

5. As discussed more fully in the Narrative, the proposed action will beneficially impact recreational
opportunities. In addition to providing pubic access to the Preserve’s trail system by means of a day pass
or membership, the Preserve will provide a free 2.2 mile loop within Preserve lands that will connect to
OSI's proposed River to Ridge trail system, providing an extended multi-use trail from the Wallkill River
bridge into the Foothills parcel.

8. Visitor experience will be enhanced by directional signage and kiosks containing relevant information
about trail location, wildlife, habitat and local history. For example, the Preserve has committed to
preservation of the last remaining portion of the historic Wawarsing Turnpike, with relevant signage about
the feature. Parking areas with handicap parking and ADA compliant restrooms, which do not currently
exist, will provide opportunities to utilize the Foothills parcel for those with disabilities and the elderly.

7. The proposed parking areas will be managed by Preserve staff, which will manage parking and handle
emergency situations as well as assist visitors and enforce use regulations. The Preserve has provided
copy of its lot management plan, which addresses procedures to be followed at trailhead/parking lot areas
and the responsibilities of staff. The Preserve has also provided the Town information regarding its Search
and Rescue procedures, training and capabilities. The Preserve has agreed to maintain an open dialog
with the Town and will review such plans periodically with the Town in order to address any operation
concerns which the Town may have. The Preserve has indicated that it will also periodically review its plan
with Minnewaska Park officials to help ensure that the facilities are adequately respectful of local
communities.

8. With regard to concern over the possible overuse of the Foothills parcel, it is important to note that
Preserve lands are not public; they are privately owned with usage permitted to members and day pass
holders. Proper maintenance is in the best interest of the Preserve. However, such maintenance, including
potential limitation of use of areas determined to be adversely impacted, is at the discretion of the Preserve.

9. The Preserve will continue its practice of allowing limited hunting by private permit on portions of the
Foothills parcel west of Butterville Road as part of the Preserve’s land management plan.

10. Cumulative impacts. OSl's River to Ridge trail project provide additional opportunity for recreation with
3.4 miles of free access, multi-use trails, providing access to the Foothills from the Village and the Wallkill

17
DRAFT Appendix A: Reasons Supporting Determination of Significance - May 8, 2016 rev. May 24, 2016



Mohonk Preserve Foothills Project - Reasons Supporting Determination of Significance (ADQPTED 5/23/2016

- FINAL -

678  Valley Rail Trail is along Route 299, Springtown, Butterville and Mountain Rest Roads. It will eliminate
679  potential conflict between vehicle and non-motorized usage by providing a safe, off road alternative.

680  For those reasons, the combined Mohonk Preserve Foothills project and OS!I River to Ridge Trail project will
681  have no adverse impact on either open space or recreation.

682  Open Space and Recreation: determination of significance

683  Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
684  made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, the Town engineer, the Board’s

685 consultants and the public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 11 of the
686  Narrative, the Planning Board finds that the impacts on open space and recreation resources
687 described above are small, and when considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall
688  context of the action, that the proposed action therefore does not have the potential for any

689  significant adverse impact on open space and recreation resources.

690  In making its determination, the Board relies on the representations of the applicant that:

691 1. itwill provide a free 2.2 mile loop within Preserve lands that will connect to OSI's proposed River to
692  Ridge trail system, providing an extended multi-use trail from the Wallkill River bridge into the Foothills
693  parcel;

694 2. the proposed parking areas will be managed by Preserve staff, which will manage parking and handle
695  emergency situations as well as assist visitors and enforce use regulations.

696 3. The Preserve will review its plans periodically with the Town in order to address any operation concerns
697  which the Town may have, and also periodically review its plan with Minnewaska Park officials to help
698  ensure that the facilities are adequately respectful of local communities.

699
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Impacts on transportation resources: reference Section 13, Part 3 Narrative

1. As explained in Section 13 of the Narrative, the proposed Foothills project will result in a change to
existing transportation conditions.

2. Traffic Generation. On consideration of the potential impact that project traffic could have on the
surrounding road network, the Board finds that the proposed action will not have a significant adverse
environmental impact. In making that determination, the Board considered that the resulting impacts have
not been found to exceed any of the identified Part 2 thresholds: the anticipated increase in volume will not
exceed capacity of the existing road network, will not result in the construction of paved parking for 500 or
more vehicles, will not alter existing transit access, will not degrade existing pedestrian and bicycle
accommodations and will not significantly alter the present pattern of movement of people or goods.

4. The traffic report prepared by the applicant’s traffic engineer, and reviewed by the Planning Board's
consulting engineer and the involved agencies with jurisdiction, evaluates No-Build and Build scenarios and
takes into account certain mitigation measures offered by the applicant. As more fully set forth in the Part 3
EAF Narrative, the traffic study shows that existing levels of service in the vicinity of the project will be
maintained in the Build scenario, with the exception of a LOS change at the Gatehouse/299 intersection
from level B to C, which remains an acceptable LOS. The analysis indicated that the proposed project
entrance drives could operate satisfactorily as proposed, without further mitigation and that the additional
traffic volumes will not degrade the performance of the existing adjacent transportation networks.

5. NYS DOT and Ulster County DPW, the agencies with jurisdiction over the operation of the Route 299,
the highway providing the principal access to the proposed Project, have reviewed the plan and have not
indicated any concern about the impact of project traffic on the road network.

6. Safety. On consideration of concerns raised regarding the potential for project traffic to adversely affect
safety on the road network, the Board finds that the proposed action will not have a significant adverse
environmental impact on safety on the road network.

7. Sight distance analyses were conducted on the approaches to both the Testimonial Gateway and
Hasbrouck area entrances. As more fully described in the Narrative, adequate sight distance is available at
both entrances to provide safe ingress and egress. The applicant has represented that it will cooperate
with the agencies with jurisdiction over Route 299 to ensure that any right of way clearing necessary to
maintain adequate sight distance is conducted.

8. The applicant has submitted accident survey data that indicates intersections along the Route 299
corridor west of the Wallkill River have higher than average accident rates. The Board notes that this is an
existing condition, that the available data indicate a variety of causes may contribute to those higher rates,
and that the design and sightlines of some intersections may also affect accident rates. On review of the
data, the Town'’s consulting traffic engineer reported that a small increase in accidents proportionate to the
volume of traffic from the Foothills project may occur, the Foothills project would not have a significant
adverse impact on the existing accident rate given the relatively small volume of traffic generated by the
site, the adequacy of the proposed site driveway improvements and active management of traffic during
busy periods.

9. Independent of the proposed action, the Town Highway Superintendent has identified an opportunity to
improve the Gatehouse Road/Route 299 intersection to improve safety and the Preserve has voluntarily
offered to provide land if necessary. That improvement will address an existing concern about the
geometry of this intersection and would proceed independently of the Project to realign the intersection of
Gatehouse Road with Route 299 to correct the existing condition at that intersection by improving sightiines
and providing a safer turning movement for traffic turning onto Gatehouse Road.

10. The Board notes that there has been longstanding concern about the 55 MPH speed limit on Route
299 between the Wallkill River Bridge and Route 44/55 in the Town of Gardiner. In the past, the speed limit
had reportedly been reduced by DOT to 45 MPH but then was raised back to 55 MPH. It was suggested by
the applicant, and various members of the public, that the accident survey submitted by the applicant
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warrants a reduction in the speed limit to 45 MPH. The Board notes that the speed limit is under the
jurisdiction of NYS DOT and UC DPW, the agencies with jurisdiction over that highway. While the Town's
traffic consultant recommended that the Town make a formal request to those agencies to investigate
whether a speed reduction is warranted, any decision would be based on State safety standards. The
prevailing speeds on those portions of Route 299 which have information available do not suggest speeds
are excessive. Although there is no available information about prevailing speeds on that portion of Route

299 in the vicinity of the two Project entrances to support a reduction request, the Town will work with Ulster
County to obtain funding for a study.

11. Concerns about the impact of the project on accident rates were raised during the public hearing on
this application. The Board understands the concern that the existing speed limit on Route 299 may
contribute to higher accident rates, but notes that the Town’s consulting traffic engineer reports that further
study would be necessary to demonstrate to DOT that a speed reduction is warranted. The Town Board
has indicated it would pursue a reduction in speed for this particular stretch of Route 299, if warranted, and
the applicant has agreed to support such a request. However, as noted in the Narrative, the traffic study
analyzed sight lines at both access points using a vehicle speed of 60 MPH for traffic on Route 299 and
found that adequate sight distance was available at those intersections if vegetation within an existing sight
easement is maintained at a proper height, and the Town's traffic engineer agreed. The applicant provided
information from other locations it manages, such as the Trapps Bridge parking area on Route 44/55,
indicating that those locations have had few, if any, reported traffic accidents. The Town’s traffic engineer
considered the accident data and the concerns raised during the public hearing on the site plan, and
concluded that the project traffic will not have a significant impact on the existing accident rate or other
safety concerns, and that the two proposed access sites on Route 299 comply with sight distance
standards for the prevailing speeds and are appropriate designed for access.

12. Parking Facilities. On consideration of the proposed parking facilities against the Part 2 standards, the
Board finds that they result in a small impact to existing conditions. As the applicant has modified its site
plan to preserve legacy trees by reducing the number of parking spaces at the Gateway parking area to 80
spaces, the overall plan will provide 103 vehicle spaces, which is substantially less than the Part 2
threshold of 500 spaces. As the record amply demonstrates, the lack of off-street parking area has
resulted in frequent parking on local roads, particularly along Gatehouse Road and Butterville Road.

13. The proposed parking areas are anticipated to provide an adequate number of spaces to allow
Preserve members and the public to use safe, managed parking to access the Foothills trail system. The
proposed parking is anticipated to reduce, if not eliminate, the number of vehicles parked on local roads
and will improve overall safety for vehicles and pedestrians using the Foothills. The proposed parking will
also help to address the concerns of local residents about parking on Gatehouse Road.

14. The applicant has offered to install guiderails adjacent to the edge of pavement to reduce the
opportunity for parking adjacent to Town highways, and has indicated that it would support action by the
Town to designate “no parking” areas along Gatehouse Road.

15. Transit facilities. The project will not adversely impact access to mass transit facilities. The applicant
has offered to cooperate with any initiative to provide shuttle bus service to the project and the other
recreational areas along the Shawangunk Ridge. If public transportation was made available to the area,
the project trailhead access drives are designed to accommodate school bus circulation; therefore, other
transit vehicles could be accommodated.

16. Local transportation systems. No modifications to the local transportation network are required as the
result of the proposed action, thus there will be no impact on the existing pattern of movement of people or
goods. However, the applicant has offered to facilitate action by the Town to improve the Route 299 and
Gatehouse Road intersection in response to concerns about the existing intersection that were discussed
during this SEQRA process, and to support a reduction in the speed limit for the portion of Route 299 from
the Carmine Liberta Bridge to Jenkins Road.

17. Seasonal traffic management. The Preserve will prepare a formal traffic management plan for use at
the Testimonial Gateway and Hasbrouck entrances, based on the procedures currently in use at its other
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lots to prevent excess stacking of vehicles on peak use days. The parking facility at the Testimonial
Gateway has also been designed with a ‘pass-by’ lane that would be used to alleviate queuing on Route
299 during peak usage. The applicant has represented that it will provide sufficient trained staff to
effectively implement that plan on anticipated high volume days, monitor occupancy at both lots, and when

necessary to avoid congestion in the public right of way, use staff and temporary signage to direct arriving
drivers to alternative parking areas.

18. The Preserve’s peak day traffic management plan will be provided to the Town; the Preserve will meet
with the Town for periodic review of the traffic management plan, its effectiveness, and any identified need
for modification of the plan. During peak season, the Preserve, in cooperation with management of
Minnewaska State Park, will disseminate information concerning alternative routes from the ridge area
southward in order to help alleviate congestion through the Village.

19. Seasonal traffic congestion. On consideration of the potential impact on seasonal traffic congestion,
the Board finds that the proposed action will not have a significant adverse environmental impact;

20. The Board recognizes that residents are concerned about travel delays experienced during periods of
peak traffic volume due to seasonal visitors who use Route 299 to access the many existing recreational
resources west of the Wallkill. The resulting periods of traffic congestion are inconvenient, but as they
result from general traffic conditions, the responsibility for alleviating those conditions cannot be imposed on
one individual sponsor of an action.

21. However, the Board recognizes that there may be value to increased coordination by the public and
private project sponsors and agencies responsible for transportation infrastructure regarding the general
traffic conditions in the area and the development of methods to avoid or minimize those impacts, such as
developing a tourism oriented shuttle bus, alternative means of access, such as the River to Ridge trail,
coordinating activities or identifying road improvements that can increase capacity in the network.

22. Access to emergency services. On consideration of the potential impact on access to emergency
services, the Board finds that the proposed action will not have a significant adverse environmental impact.

23. With respect to emergency access concerns, the Board notes that the applicant has represented that
staff with basic emergency response skills will be available at the Gatehouse trailhead and the Hasbrouck
House during periods when those facilities are in greatest use. Available information indicates that activities
at these sites will have no unusual injury risk, and provide adequate access for emergency services to
respond in a reasonable time.

24. The applicant has modified its proposed site plan to provide for an eight-foot (8') wide by 150-foot long
gravel shoulder along the westbound side of NYS Route 299 to provide a pull-off area for emergency
vehicle access to the parking area.

25. While periods of congestion can slow access along the Route 299 corridor, the Board notes that is an
existing condition, typically of limited duration, that the traffic volumes associated with the proposed action
are not anticipated to significantly affect existing traffic volumes, and that emergency service providers have
not expressed concern about providing access to the proposed sites. Even when vehicles are stopped in
traffic, they can still drive forward onto the shoulders to allow emergency service vehicles passage, as
required by the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

26. Cumulative impacts. On consideration of the potential for cumulative impacts, the Board finds that the
proposed action will not have a significant adverse environmental impact.

27. In response to concerns identified during the public hearing, the applicant provided a revised report that
analyzed the cumulative impact of the traffic from the project and other identified projects along the Route
299 corridor. A sensitivity analysis estimated cumulative traffic impacts associated with the Hampton Inn,
CVS/Five Guys, and Wildberry Lodge projects and concluded that intersection delay increases would be
less than one half-second per vehicle.
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28. Analysis of the data found that there would be no significant adverse impact on the traffic network. The
0.4 second delay increase when exiting the Testimonial Gateway resulted in the only change in LOS: this
small change does not impact the transportation network, and the conclusions of the original traffic study

remain unchanged. In addition, the applicant has proposed to reduce the Gatehouse parking by ten
spaces, which would further mitigate that small impact.

29. The study was reviewed by the agencies with jurisdiction over Route 299 corridor, and by the Board’s
consulting traffic engineer, who confirmed the findings of that analysis.

30. The OSI traffic and parking assessment indicated that the OSI project is not anticipated to generate
additional vehicular traffic, that ample parking accommodations exist within the Village for non local users,
and that the OSI component may reduce parking needs of Foothills users. Additionally, the River to Ridge
Trail project will provide a safe alternate route to the Foothills and Shawangunk Ridge from the Village of
New Paltz and the Wallkill Valley Rail trail, reducing bicycle and pedestrian use of local roads, particularly
the heavily used Route 299 flats, thereby making all transportation modes in the immediate area safer.
The OSI Project is not anticipated to have any significant adverse impact on transportation.

31. Forthose reasons, no significant cumulative adverse impact on transportation resources is anticipated
to occur as a result of those projects.

32. Construction traffic. On consideration of construction related traffic, the Board finds that the proposed
action will not have a significant adverse environmental impact. In making that determination, the Board
notes that traffic peaks associated with construction workers will generally occur outside of peak traffic
hours, limiting any potential impact on the road network. Cleared areas on the site will be improved as
necessary to provide parking for construction workers and vehicles, and to stage construction equipment.
Delivery of materials to the site would be coordinated as necessary to avoid or minimize traffic during
anticipated periods of traffic congestion on the road network.

33. Pedestrian and bicycle access. On consideration of pedestrian and bicycle access, the Board finds
that the proposed action will not have a significant adverse environmental impact.

34. The project will not impact any existing pedestrian and bicycle accommodations. The project includes
improvements to facilitate access by pedestrians and bicyclists to the Foothills, particularly with the
proposed connection to the OSI River to Ridge Trail. The project will provide accommodations such as new
surfaced trails, signage, bike racks and restroom facilities at the Gatehouse and Hasbrouck House lots, as
well as improved access to existing trails. Handicap parking and ADA compliant facilities will benefit visitors
with disabilities.

35. The Board notes that the proposed action includes installation of a pedestrian crosswalk on Butterville
Road, subject to approval by the agency with jurisdiction, and that other crosswalks are proposed as part of
the OSI project.

36. The project sponsor has also represented that it is willing to cooperatively explore action to facilitate the
provision of shuttle bus service to access recreational resources along the Minnewaska Ridge.

37. In summary, according to the traffic related studies performed by the Preserve and its engineers, and
verified by the Town’s transportation consultant, the Foothills project will not have a significant adverse
impact upon the existing transportation network. Review of the submitted accident data indicates that
existing conditions in the Route 299 corridor may contribute, independently of the Mohonk project, to
accident rates that exceed State averages for similarintersections. That data does not indicate any such
conditions will be exacerbated by the Foothills project. However, the Town will continue to work with the
agencies with jurisdiction over Route 299 to investigate these conditions utilizing data obtained from the
Mohonk analyses and identify appropriate safety improvements, including the realignment of Gatehouse
Road, reduced speed limit along Route 299, and modified and improved traffic signage.

Impacts onTransportation: determination of significance
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Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, the Town’s consulting traffic engineer,
the Town Highway Superintendent, agencies with jurisdiction over Route 299. the Board’s other
consultants and the public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 14 of the
Narrative, the Planning Board finds that the impacts on transportation described above are
moderate, and when considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall context of the

action, that the proposed action therefore does not have the potential for any significant adverse
impact on transportation.

In making its determination, the Board relies on the representations of the applicant that:

1. it will install guiderails adjacent to the edge of pavement to reduce the opportunity for parking adjacent to
Town highways, and support action by the Town to designate “no parking” areas along Gatehouse Road;

2. itwill cooperate with any initiative to provide shuttle bus service to the project and the other recreational
areas along the Shawangunk Ridge;

3. itwill facilitate action by the Town to improve the Route 299 and Gatehouse Road intersection in
response to concerns about the existing intersection that were discussed during this SEQRA process;

4. itwill support a reduction in the speed limit for the portion of Route 299 from the Carmine Liberta Bridge
to Jenkins Road;

5. itwill prepare a formal traffic management plan for use at the Testimonial Gateway and Hasbrouck
entrances, based on the procedures currently in use at its other lots to prevent excess stacking of vehicles
on peak use days and provide sufficient trained staff to effectively implement that plan on anticipated high
volume days, monitor occupancy at both lots, and when necessary to avoid congestion in the public right of
way, use staff and temporary signage to direct arriving drivers to alternative parking areas;

6. it will meet with the Town for periodic review of the operation of traffic management plan, its
effectiveness, and any identified need for modification of the plan;

7. itwill, in cooperation with management of Minnewaska State Park, disseminate information during peak
season concerning alternative routes from the Ridge area southward in order to help alleviate congestion
through the Village; and

8. It will have staff with basic emergency response skills available at the Gatehouse trailhead and the
Hasbrouck House during periods when those facilities are in greatest use.
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Noise, odor and light impacts: reference Section 15, Part 3 Narrative

1. As described in Section 15 of the Narrative, noise, odor and light may have a small impact potential
impact on surrounding residences, but those impacts are considered minor due to the nature of the project,
the strategic siting of site facilities, the applicant’s representations with respect to use, maintenance and
operation of the site, the topographic and vegetative screening that will be maintained between the potential
sources of noise, odor and light and other properties, and restrictions on site usage to daylight hours only.

2. Noise. A smallincrease in noise and odor will occur during construction. The impact is anticipated to be
small due to the limited duration and scope of work at the individual construction sites.

3. The parking area at the Gatehouse may result in a slight increase in vehicular noise and human noise
over that which currently exists. That impact has been mitigated by the applicant’s reduction in size of the
parking area, the maintenance of the natural vegetation to provide a substantial buffer along Gatehouse
Road and Route 299, and the distance and topography between the parking area and residences on
Jacobs Lane and Gatehouse Road. Other proposed improvements will be restricted to non-motorized
activities that do not generate nuisance noise.

4. Odors. The project is not anticipated to generate off-site odors. To the extent on-site odors may occur,
they will only be evident in close proximity and for short duration.

5. Lighting. Two LED luminaires will be provided on the Testimonial Gateway parcel: one at the entry point
and one at the restroom area. Another LED lumininarie will be provided at the Hasbrouck entry point.
These lights will be shielded and downward directed and are to be automatically turned off one hour after

sunset but may be noticeable, for a short time, as no lighting currently exists. The parking lots will not be
flluminated.

6. Events. In response to concerns about the noise and light impacts of events at the site, the Preserve
has represented that it will not make the Testimonial Gateway site available for non-Mohonk Preserve
events such as private parties, weddings and after sunset events for members. 1t will utilize the Foothills
sites, particularly the Gateway area, for a limited number of its own sponsored, mission-related gatherings
and events. The Preserve will conduct such events at a scale appropriate to the site, and it would plan to
avoid or minimize any off-site noise or light impacts and confine events to the hours in which the Preserve
operates, ending no later than one hour after sunset. The Preserve may also make limited use of the site
for guided and monitored photography or film shoots, which would be permitted by the

Preserve on a case by case basis following thorough review of the applicant and committed compliance
with the Preserve’s site protection and minimum impact guidelines.

7. As the OS] River to Ridge project will not generate any significant impact due to nuisance noise, odors
or lighting, no cumulative impacts will result.

Noise, Odor and Light: determination of significance

Based on its review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications
made to the plan in response to comments from the Board, the Town engineer, the Board’s
consultants and the public, and on consideration of the reasons set forth in Section 15 of the
Narrative, the Planning Board finds that the noise, odor and light impacts described above are
small, and when considered in light of the Part 2 thresholds and the overall context of the action,
that the proposed action therefore does not have the potential for any significant adverse impact as
a result of noise, odor and light generated by the project.

In making its determination, the Board felies on the following representations of the applicant that:

1. itwill not make the Testimonial Gateway site available for non-Mohonk Preserve events such as private
parties, weddings and after sunset events for members.

2. Use of the Foothills, particularly the Gateway area, will be allowed for a limited number of its own
sponsored, mission-related gatherings and events, but the Preserve will conduct such events at a scale
appropriate to the site, and they will be planned to avoid or minimize any off-site noise or light impacts and
confined to the hours in which the Preserve operates, ending no later than one hour after sunset. The
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applicant agrees to review any unanticipated impacts of such activities on adjoining properties with the
Planning Board and adjust such activities as the Planning Board finds necessary to avoid or minimize such
impacts.

3. The Preserve may make limited use of the site for guided and monitored photography or film shoots,
which would be permitted on a case by case basis following thorough review of the applicant and
committed compliance with the Preserve’s site protection and minimum impact guidelines. The applicant
agrees to review any unanticipated impacts of such activities on adjoining properties with the Town and
adjust such activities as the Town finds necessary to avoid or minimize such impacts.
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Impacts on Human Health: reference Section 16, Part 3 Narrative

1. As discussed in Section 16 of the Narrative, the proposed action will not result in any adverse impacts
due to exposure to solid or hazardous wastes, hazardous substances or contaminants.

2. In response to questions raised during the public hearing and application review about the potential use
of pesticides or herbicides, the applicant has represented that its existing policy and practice is to avoid the
use of pesticides, herbicides or similar chemical applications on any of its lands, and has represented it will
follow that practice on the Foothills parcel. As discussed more fully in Section 7, above, in the event future
circumstances require a deviation from that policy, the applicant has represented that it will utilize IPM and
NPM practices to address those circumstances. In the event the applicant determines the use of other
control practices is necessary, the applicant represents that use of such practices will be restricted to
minimize the area and duration of application and comply with all requirements and guidelines of regulatory
authorities with jurisdiction over the use of pesticides, herbicides or similar chemical applications, as

discussed in Section 7. For those reasons, any such use is not anticipated to have a significant impact on
human health.

3. In response to questions raised during the public hearing and application review about the potential
health impact of traffic congestion, the Board notes that the Environmental Conservation Board advised the
Board that its initial concerns about the potential for air quality impacts on health were satisfactorily
addressed by the applicant. The Board further notes that the action is not anticipated-to significantly
increase the volume, extent or duration of the periods of seasonal traffic congestion that presently occurs
during summer and fall weekends, particularly as the result of unrelated activities at the Ulster County
Fairgrounds. For those reasons, the anticipated increase in traffic associated with this action is not
anticipated to have a significant impact on human health.

4. The primary impact on health of the proposed action will be beneficial, resulting from increased
opportunity for outdoor recreation.

Human Health: determination of significance

Based on the review of the criteria of significance set forth in 6 NYCRR 617.7(c), Part 2 of the EAF
Section 16 of the Narrative, and the materials submitted by the applicant in support of the
application and the representations of the applicant, the Board finds and determines that the
proposed action does not have the potential for a significant adverse environmental impact on
human health.
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Impacts on community plans: reference Section 17, Part 3 Narrative

1. As discussed at length in Section 17 of the Narrative, the proposed action is consistent with the Town's
Comprehensive Master Plan, Open Space Pian, and Farmland Preservation Plan, as well as county and
state plans that address land use in the Butterville Canaan Foothills and Shawangunk Mountains. The
activities proposed on the site plan are permitted uses in the Town’s A-3 Zoning District, and meet all
zoning requirements without the need for variances. The proposed action is consistent with surrounding
land use patterns and will not result in population growth, secondary development, or the need for new or

expanded infrastructure. The proposed activities also comply with local laws related to signage, protection
of trees and wetlands.

2. The proposed action addresses, in part or in whole, many of the principles, objectives and goals of the
local, regional and state plans calling for safe and managed recreation facilities, particularly pedestrian and
bicycle pathways within and connecting to the Foothills and Shawangunk Ridge; the provision of such with
minimal fiscal burden on the community; greater handicap accessibility to recreational opportunities; and
the restoration and preservation of key historic elements.

3. The proposed access and parking facilities at the Gatehouse and Hasbrouck House are anticipated to
provide safe off road parking opportunities for the public, minimizing the present practice of parking along
the right of way of public highways which has resulted in complaints from property owners and safety
concerns for pedestrians during times of peak use of Preserve lands; provide supervised access to new
and existing trails by trained staff, minimizing the impact on community services, provide educational
facilities, viewing structures, interpretive signage, and ADA compliant amenities. The proposed action will
make available accessible trails, providing increased outdoor recreational opportunities for families with
small children, the elderly, and individuals with disabilities.

4. Inthose respects, the Foothills plan complies with:

¢ Town of New Paltz Master Plan policy 7 - to provide adequate...recreation facilities and minimize the
fiscal burden of such services on the existing community;

¢ Town of New Paltz Master Plan policy 9 - to promote pedestrian circulation and freedom of movement
by the establishment of footpaths, sidewalks and bike paths for non vehicular travel;

» New York State Open Space Conservation Plan goal - to provide accessible quality outdoor recreation
and open space for all New Yorkers;

o New York State Open Space Conservation Plan goal - to protect habitat to sustain traditional pastimes
of...wildlife viewing.

5. The proposed action is also consistent with regional proposals by the County and State to encourage
the regional connectivity of trails, such as the Wallkill and Hudson Valley Rail Trails, to facilitate non-
motorized access to the Mohonk and Minnewaska trails and points west.

6. The plan, particularly the formalized site access and parking, elevated marsh walk, bird blind, Phenology
Trail and education cabin also furthers the goal of the NYS Open Space Conservation Plan to provide
places for education and research relating to ecological, environmental and cultural resources. Those
facilities will also support public-private conservation and stewardship educational events on the Preserve
land, including the John Burroughs Historical Society/Audubon sponsored breeding bird studies, SUNY
forest study, New York Phenology Project and nationwide database, and the Preserve sponsored Bio-Blitz
and Bio-decathion.

7. As noted in Section 10 above, the Town'’s Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the revised
site plan, which was modified by the applicant to address concerns raised by the Planning Board, the
Commission and its historic preservation consultant during the course of the application review, and has
conducted public hearing on the applicant’s request for certificates of appropriate with respect to the
proposed Gatehouse site improvements and the overall impact on the National Register Historic
Landscape. The Commission has issued an advisory letter with a favorable recommendation on the
proposed action. The action is therefore consistent with:
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¢ Town of New Paltz Master Plan policy 6 - to foster and preserve the community’s heritage by protecting
historic structures and sites;

+ New Paltz Historic Preservation Law intent - to protect and enhance the landmark and historic district
which present distinctive elements of the historic, architectural and cultural heritage of the Town;

* New Paltz Historic Preservation Law intent - to focus attention on and foster civic pride in the historic
resources of the Town.

8. Cumulative impact of OSI action. The Board has considered the potential for cumuiative impacts on
community plans due to the pending OSI application for site plan approval of the River to Ridge Trail, and
the proposed conveyance of the Hillside Lot to OSI. The River to Ridge Trail is consistent with community
land use and recreation plans for the reasons previously discussed, including the provision of biking and
hiking trails that are available to residents of the community at no cost. The use of the 19+ acre Hillside lot
as a building lot for a single family residence is consistent with the existing zoning, the existing use and
character of the area, and applicable land use plans. The applicant has offered to impose a restrictive
covenant that will limit use, limit the area of disturbance to create a building envelope with buffers that will
avoid or reduce visual impacts on surrounding property, and prohibit subdivision of the Hillside parcel and
prohibit lot line changes that create new building lots.

9. For those reasons, the Board finds that the cumulative impagct of the proposed OS! action will not create
any significant adverse environmental impact.

Consistency with Community Plans: determination of significance

Based on the review of the criteria of significance set forth in 6 NYCRR 61 7.7(c), Part 2 of the EAF,
the Narrative, and the materials submitted by the applicant in support of the application and the
representations of the applicant with respect to issues identified by the Board and the public as
potential concerns, including the revised site plan, which incorporates modifications offered by the
applicant in response to comments from the Board, other involved and interested agencies, the
Town’s consultants and the public, the Board finds and determines that the proposed action is
consistent with the overall community character and land use plans of the Town of New Paltz, and
does not have the potential for a significant adverse environmental impact on community plans.
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Impacts on community character: reference Section 13, Part 3 Narrative

1. As described in Section 18 of the Narrative, the nature and extent of the activities that constitute the
proposed action was carefully evaluated against community character and was not found to be inconsistent

with the overall community character of the Town and Village of New Paltz, or the individual neighborhoods
in which components of the overall action are located.

2. The community character of the Town and Village of New Paltz is defined in significant respects by the
Shawangunk Ridge and the longstanding pattern of active outdoor recreational and educational activities
related to the Mohonk Mountain House and other uses on the Ridge. The balanced pattern of land uses

and land preservation established during the development of the Mountain House has been continued for

over a century, and is now reflected in the Town’s zoning and local, regional and state land use plans, as
discussed in Section 17 above.

3. In considering the project against the thresholds of significance set forth in Part 2 of the EAF, the
potential impacts to community character do not exceed any of the Part 2 thresholds. The scale and
context of the proposed action, taken as individual components as well as the overall Foothills project, are
consistent with the portions of the Preserve property that will not be disturbed, as well as the surrounding
area. The property will continue to be used in a manner consistent with its historic uses, including a trail
system for passive, non-motorized outdoor recreation, educational activities, environmental research, and
the preservation of aesthetic features and open space appreciation.

4. The aggregate area of the site that will be disturbed by construction or converted to parking is limited to
6.4 acres, which is less than 1% of the site. The proposed parking facilities which address existing

problems with parking on the Town highway'’s in the area, and allow for safer and more manageable use of
the Foothills site by pedestrians.

5. The structural components are of an architecture style typical of the area. The landscape will not be
adversely affected, rather it will be improved by the restoration components of the project, particularly the
Testimonial Gateway and the Oak Allee. The Foothills project is consistent with many community goals
and plans specific to the Foothills, as previously indicated. Accordingly, the Foothills project does not
appear to rise to the level of a moderate or significant adverse impact and appears to be fully consistent
with community character.

6. Impact on historic resources. As described in Section 10 of the EAF Narrative, the proposed action will
not replace or eliminate any existing facilities, structures, or area of historic importance to the community.
The Mohonk Preserve will maintain the overall character of the Foothills parcel through restoration and
preservation of key historic components, particularly the iconic Testimonial Gateway structure, Old
Gatehouse Road and the Oak Allee (Lenape Lane), and maintenance of agricultural structures and open
space landscapes through habitat management. The Town's independent consultant on historic resources
has determined that the project will be beneficial in that items of historic significance will be properly
restored, maintained, and opened for appreciation and enjoyment by the general public.

7. Impact oh community services. The proposed action may result in a small demand for additional
community services, however, any potential increase is anticipated to be minor. Local emergency
responders have not expressed concern about potential impacts on fire, police or emergency services, and
other existing community facilities appear adequate to provide any anticipated services required by the
project. Use of lands of the Mohonk Preserve, excluding the Trapps area, has reportedly not resulted in an
increase in community provided emergency services. The New Paltz Rescue Squad reported only a single
mutual aid call to the Preserve property in 2014, with no reported calls in 2015. The passive recreational
uses of the Gatehouse and Hasbrouck House areas are not anticipated to significantly increase the need
for such services. Additionally, the Mohonk Preserve has its own trained rescue personne! which both
provide emergency services and assist local emergency providers within the Preserve. No adverse impact
on the Town's budget has been identified.

8. While the action will not adversely impact schools, the proposed improvements will offer additional
educational opportunities for all levels of education.

29
DRAFT Appendix A: Reasons Supporting Determination of Significance - May 8, 2016 rev. May 24, 2016



1135
1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141

1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148

1149
1150
1151
1152
1153

1154
1155
1156
1157
1158

1159
1160
1161
1162
1163
1164
1165
1166

1167
1168
1169
1170
1171
1172
1173
1174
1175
1176

1177
1178
1179
1180

1181
1182
1183
1184
1185

Mohonk Preserve Foothills Project — Reasons Supporting Determination of Significance (ADOPTED 5/23/2016

- FINAL -

9. The Board notes that the Mohonk Preserve is a private entity, not funded directly by tax payer dollars.
While its tax exempt status is acknowledged, improvements for the Foothills parcel proposed by the
Preserve will provide additional outdoor recreational opportunities that are available to the general public.
While access requires a user fee, that opportunity does not depend on the allocation of local property taxes
to construct and maintain public parks and facilities: this is in line with one of the objectives of the Town of
New Paltz Master Plan. The Preserve has also committed to the restoration of local historically significant
features, particularly the iconic Testimonial Gateway structure.

10. Consistency with local architectural character. The proposed action is consistent with the predominant
architectural scale and character. Proposed structures will be of the familiar Mohonk rustic character seen
on the Mohonk Mountain House property and throughout the Preserve. These features are designed to
blend naturally into the landscape. Based on several site visits by members of the Board and on review of
visual impact analyses provided by the applicant, the Board finds that the proposed structures are
consistent with existing character of the area, and will not be visually salient from the perspective of passing
traffic and local residents.

11. Signage. Minimal signage will be installed so as to provide for safe and managed access to the
Foothills site. The design of signage is to be consistent with existing trailhead entrances and will conform to
New Paltz Signage Code, State Code and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. Internal
directional and interpretive signage, currently in use throughout the Preserve, shall also conform to local
signage regulation. Location and sign example is provided on the plan set details.

12. Hillside Lot. There is no current plan for the Hillside lot other than its transfer to OSI and its inclusion,
in part, in the River to Ridge trail. Any future development of the parcel would require compliance with the
A-1.5 zoning regulations which are intended to maintain the rural character of the area. Voluntary
restrictions placed on the parcel by the Preserve and to remain with the lot in perpetuity have been
discussed in previous sections.

13. Natural landscape. The proposed action will result in a small impact to the character of the existing
natural landscape. Site improvements will modify 1.5 acres of forests and 0.6 acres of meadows or less
than 0.25% of the 857 acre Foothills parcel. A minimal number of trees will be cut and nominal grading will
be required. Neither structural nor non-structural features will significantly impact the landscape, with most
improvements at ground surface. Impact areas have been carefully sited, sized and reduced in accordance
to comment and concerns. As noted, the proposed Improvements will be reasonably screened by existing
topography, vegetation and structures and appear appropriately distanced from viewing locations, given the
desired proximity to critical project elements and restrictions imposed by significant habitat.

14. Modifications in response to public comment included the siting of parking lot access off the primary
road rather than secondary roads, dispersal of the parking facilities in order to avoid a large centralized
facility, reduction of the total number of parking spaces created, relocation of horse trailer parking,
movement of facilities further from historic resources, conscientious placement of parking, trails and other
amenities in order to screen from views, maintenance of “legacy” trees and the planting of additional
vegetation. The proposed improvements may be visible from isolated locations on the Ridge and from
portions of the Shawangunk Mountain Scenic Byway. However, they are located in the mid-range
viewshed of an observer, relatively small at that district and designed to minimize visual intrusion on the
landscape. Therefore, they are not considered to be substantially noticeable against the existing scenic
backdrop.

15. The applicant’s evaluation, ultimate siting and design of parking at the Testimonial Gateway, the single
largest area of impact due to the adjacent residential area, is considered appropriate relative to its potential
impact on community character. The Board notes that the proposed location and configuration followed an
analysis of several alternative layouts, and with opportunity for significant community input.

16. Specifically, eight locations were evaluated prior to development of the current plan The evaluation
criteria involved visibility, proximity to neighbors, surrounding vegetation, sight distance, proximity to
sensitive areas and terrain. Conceptual plans included 120 parking spaces with an additional 30-50
overflow spaces. In response to community input, the wooded location south of the Gatehouse was chosen
over alternatives along Gatehouse Road and other locations and the size was initially reduced to 120
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spaces. The applicant has now reduced it to 80 spaces, with parking for 20 automobiles and horse trailer
parking moved to the Hasbrouck House. Access directly off the State highway, as opposed to the
secondary Gatehouse Road, was determined to result in safer ingress and egress and less disturbance to

local residents. These modifications were made in accordance with evaluated site conditions and additional
public comment.

17. Proximity to neighbors as well as vegetation and topography appear to reasonably mitigate direct
potential impact. Residential structures closest to the proposed Testimonial Gateway parking lot on Jacobs
Lane are situated roughly 350’ distant the Route 299 curb cut and 550’ from the contact station: along
Gatehouse Road, the nearest residential structures are roughly 500’ from the lot. Residential parcels are
also separated from the Gateway lot by significant vegetation and rolling topography. A site visit during
leaf off conditions by several Planning Board members confirmed that the proposed improvements would
not be visible at the majority of visual receptors and that visual impact would be minimal. The extent of
clearing required to accommodate the lot is consistent with the size and configuration of the cleared areas
on several residential lots on Jacob’s Lane.

18. The provision of onsite parking is also expected to offset the current use of local roads for parking,
thereby improving the character of the existing landscape by reducing, if not eliminating roadside parking
along Gatehouse and Butterville Roads.

19. While the Foothills project may result in some localized impacts, as expressed in public comments,
those impacts can be addressed in the course of site plan review. None of the publicly identified potential
impacts now appear to meet the thresholds for significance.

20. In addition to trails within the Gateway and Hasbrouck areas, a short distance of stone surfaced trail
and nearly % mile of mowed grass trail will run through agricultural fields and woods set back from the west
side of Butterville Road, opposite several residential structures. While the new trails will likely bring
additional visitors to the Foothills area, many existing users walk or ride along Butterville Road. Moving
people off the roadways and onto the trail, and further distanced from the residences, is anticipated to
benefit area residents as well as hikers,

21. Guest policy posting at the contact station or kiosks, and Preserve staff/ranger presence will aid in the
prevention of potential on-site activity impacting neighbors, including the requirement for all users to remain
on Preserve lands. The Preserve provided the Town with its Rules of Use, Peak Day Management Plan,
and Search and Rescue Plan for Town review. The Preserve has further indicated that it would meet
regularly with the Town to discuss any concerns the Town may have with operation and use of the site; the
Preserve would work with the Town to modify such policy should the Town indicate a need.

21A. The Preserve has represented that it will not make the Testimonial Gateway site available for non-
Mohonk Preserve events such as private parties, weddings and after sunset events for members. It will
utilize the Foothills sites, particularly the Gateway area, for a limited number of its own sponsored, mission-
related gatherings and events. The Preserve will conduct such events at a scale appropriate to the site,
and it would plan to avoid or minimize any off-site noise or light impacts and confine events to the hours in
which the Preserve operates, ending no later than one hour after sunset. The applicant has advised the
Board that it intends to continue to allow use of the property for the annual “Rock the Ridge” charity running
event, which has included use of the Gatehouse property for event parking. The proposed Gatehouse
parking area would continue to be used for the Rock the Ridge event outside the general hours of dawn to
one hour after sunset. The Gatehouse parking area would provide limited parking for race organizers and
volunteers who help monitor and control the event. All race participants would continue to park at the Ulster
County Fairgrounds, and will use a shuttle from the Fairgrounds to the site. The new Testimonial Gateway
trailhead lot, once installed, will be used to provide a safer and more efficient drop off point for the shuttle,
replacing the current practice of using a drop off point on the roadside of Route 299 near the intersection
with Gatehouse Road . Preserve staff will monitor the parking area and grounds during the event and
ensure that the use of the parking area is orderly, that noise or disruptive activity on the site is avoided and
that the parking areas are promptly closed after participants and staff have left the parking area, mitigating
any potential impact of this once a year activity.
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- FINAL -

22. The impact to community character with regard to traffic has been appropriately analyzed though traffic
studies. While it is acknowledged that there will be a slight increase in traffic volume on Route 299 during

fall weekends and when fair events are held, the resulting traffic does not and will not exceed the threshold
of a significant impact.

23. In summary, potential adverse impact upon community character does not appear to be significantly
adverse or rise above a small level. The use is allowable by zoning and is both consistent and encouraged
by numerous community plans. The proposed improvements are designed, sized and sited in
consideration of the natural and manmade elements of the area and appear to be respectful of neighbors
and local residents. Public input has resulted in numerous modifications to the plans and potential adverse
impacts have been properly addressed and minimized. No significant adverse impacts are anticipated
which would significantly affect community character.

24. Cumulative Impacts. The OSI River to Ridge Trail project demonstrates an awareness, appreciation
and thoughtful use of the land while simultaneously providing protection and preservation of the resource.
It appears to be fully consistent with community character.

25. With regard to potential impact, the OSI project will not replace, eliminate or significantly alter any
natural or manmade feature. The plans have been designed respectful of neighbors, existing users and
travelers of local roads. The proposed use is not discordant with the existing or potential use of the parcel
or adjacent parcels. As the OSl trails are predominantly located within existing agricultural fields, a
substantial distance from all but a single residential lot on Charles Lane, their use will likely be noticed by
local residents and drivers but will not result in a significant impact upon quality of life of the local
community. Similarly, the project will blend into the landscape, not diminishing anyone’s perception of it.

26. In summary, none of factors considered rise above a small impact and the combined impact of the
Mohonk Foothills project along with the OSI River to Ridge Trail project is not anticipated to result in any
adverse impact to community character.

Community Character: determination of significance

Based on the review of the criteria of significance set forth in 6 NYCRR 617.7(c), Part 2 of the EAF,
the Narrative, and the materials submitted by the applicant in support of the application and the
representations of the applicant with respect to issues identified by the Board and the public as
potential concerns, including the revised site plan, which incorporates modifications offered by the

_applicant in response to comments from the Board, other involved and interested agencies, the

Town’s consultants and the public, the Board finds and determines that the proposed action is
consistent with the overall community character of the Town of New Paltz, and the community
character of the areas in the vicinity of the proposed improvements, and does not have the potential
for a significant adverse environmental impact on community character.

In making its determination, the Board relies on the representations of the applicant that;

1.it will maintain adequate Preserve staff/ranger presence during hours of operation to provide proper
management of activities on the site, provide assistance to visitors and assist first responders. In particular
Preserve staff will aid in the prevention of on-site activity by visitors with the potential to impact neighbors,
including the requirement for all users fo remain on Preserve lands, and the Preserve staff will meet
regularly with the Town and emergency service providers to address any concerns about the operation of
the site, and modify its use policies, if necessary, to address Town concerns about the management of
activities on the site.

2. the Preserve will be responsible for the maintenance of all site improvements shown on the site plan,
including any improvements that may be located within the Town right of way.
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Mohonk Preserve Foothills Project

FEAF Part 3 Introduction

In order to satisfy its obligation under SEQRA, the Town of New Paltz Planning Board, acting as Lead Agency
for review of the Mohonk Preserve Foothills Project, must identify "the relevant areas of environmental
concern, [take] a 'hard look' at them, and [make] a 'reasoned elaboration' of the basis for its determination”
regarding potential adverse environmental effects resultant the proposed action, as per ECL 8-0109 {1}.

In its capacity as Lead Agency, the Planning Board identified potential environmental impacts of the Foothills
Project in its EAF Part 2 Analysis. The purpose of the EAF Part 3 is to build upon evaluations of potential
environmental impact made during the Part 2, to decide how significant the Part 2 moderate to large impacts
are, and to determine if further information is needed in an environmental impact statement.

Factors such as magnitude, importance, probability of occurrence, duration of impact, irreversibility of impact
and geographic scope in the context of the site and community were considered during the Part 2 analysis in
order to determine if an impact was small, or moderate to large. This Part 3 evaluates those features in a
more comprehensive manner to determine if a potential impact is significant or not. In its Part 3 analysis, the
Planning Board has also considered cumulative impacts, specifically the action proposed by the Mohonk
Preserve along with the River to Ridge project proposed by Open Space Institute, which will connect with the
trail network proposed on the Preserve property. Finally, while the Part 3 is only required to evaluate those
impacts identified through Part 2 as being moderate to large, the Planning Board’s determination of
significance concerns both a Type | Action and a proposal for a large parcel that is important to the residents
in the immediate vicinity of that property as well as the entire New Paltz community. Therefore, the Board is
utilizing this Part 3 Narrative to set forth the rationale for its decision making in the environmental review of
the overall SEQRA Action before it. Taken together, Parts 1, 2 and 3 of the FEAF, and supporting documents,
constitute the Board’s ‘hard look' at the action, as well as at the environmental concerns raised by the public,
which are identified and summarized in the narrative. The Mohonk Preserve Foothills project is identified as
a Type 1 action as it exceeds certain established thresholds, specifically,

e (617.4(b)8): an unlisted action which includes a non-agricultural use occurring wholly or partially
within an agricultural district and which exceeds 25% of any threshold established in this section;

e (617.4(b)9): an unlisted action occurring wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous to, any
listed item or item proposed to be listed on either the National or State Registers of Historic Places;
and

s (617.4(b)6(i): when taken in conjuncticn with the OSI River to Ridge trails project, the total physical
alteration exceeds the 10 acre threshold.

While type | actions are presumed "likely to have a significant adverse impact on the environment and may
require” an environmental impact statement, that presumption is rebuttable. Preparation of such a
statement is not a per se requirement for a type | action. A lead agency may issue a negative declaration,
thereby obviating the need to prepare an environmental impact statement, if the agency has determined that
the action, as proposed, will result in no adverse environmental impacts or that the identified adverse
environmental impacts will not be significant.

A determination of significance must be made by the lead agency after thorough review of the EAF, all
technical studies and filings submitted by the applicant, and input from involved and interested agencies,
organizations and the general public. The lead agency must evaluate the significance of the action by
comparing the impacts reasonably expected to result with criteria set forth in section 617.7(c), (ie., substantial
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adverse change in air quality, ground or surface water quality, traffic, species and habitat, community
character and goals). The analysis is to include reasonably related long-term, short-term, direct, indirect and
cumulative impacts. The significance of a likely consequence is to be further assessed as to its magnitude and
importance. Magnitude reflects not merely size, but scale and context, severity and intensity. Importance
relates to how many will be impacted, duration and probability of impact.

In making a legally sufficient determination regarding significance, the lead agency must:

e jdentify all relevant environmental impacts,
e thoroughly analyze these potential impacts, and

e provide a written explanation of its reasoning in concluding that the proposed action may cause, or
will not cause, significant adverse environmental impacts.

With regard to the Mohonk Foothills project, the Planning Board has performed a thorough review of all
documentation submitted to the Board. An evaluation of impact due the project was conducted for each of
the 18 sections identified in the SEQR Handbook. Reviewed documentation included the Full EAF Part 1,
project narrative, plan set, all individual studies (subsurface, wetlands and surface waters, species and habitat,
historic and archaeologic resources, and transportation), SWPPP, Mohonk Preserve LAMP, Preserve
procedure and protocol submissions, Mohonk’s website (www.mohonkpreserve.org), letters to and from
involved and interested agencies, and letters and hearing comments from the general public. Independent
studies and reviews were also evaluated.

Application History. The present Foothills project application is the result of a pre-application planning
process by the applicant, followed by review of the initial application, which has been modified by the
applicant to address issues identified during the public hearing on this application and incorporate
mitigation measures proposed by the applicant.

The steps that led to the modified application, which is the SEQRA action analyzed in this Narrative, are
summarized as follows:

e The applicant developed the Mohonk Preserve Land Access Management Plan (LAMP, 2012), a
conceptual plan that used historical knowledge, ecological study and public input to develop the
Preserve’s framework for the mixed use/conservation of the Foothills parcel and which the Preserve
has used to guide its planning and design for the action it currently proposes;

e Conceptual review application of 2/18/2014 by the Mohonk Preserve to accomplish “key goals” of
the LAMP on the OS| owned Foothills parcel, including development of managed public access,
parking (145 spaces) and supporting facilities at Testimonial Gatehouse and Marshlands
(Hasbrouck);

e Site plan/special use application of 5/7/2014 by the Mohonk Preserve for the OS! owned Foothills
parcel. The application proposed subdivision (537 acres to be conveyed to the Preserve; 319 acres
to be retained by OS, including the 19 acre Hillside lot), a 0.6 acre lot line revision to resolve dispute,
and site plan upon the larger lot for improvements previously proposed as conceptual. This
application was considered Phase 1, indicated a reduction of parking and commenced the initial
review of the Foothills project. The subdivision was intended to separate the agricultural leased
lands but was not acted upon;
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* Subdivision application of 11/17/2014 by OS| to create a 19 acre lot separate from the remaining

837 acre parcel and a 0.6 acre lot line revision. No improvements proposed for the 19 acre Hillside
lot;

® O6Sl conveyed the 857 acre parcel to Mohonk Preserve (December 2014);

e Subdivision application of 1/16/2015 by Mohonk Preserve (as previously submitted by OSI) to create
a 837 acre parcel and separate 19 acre parcel, and 0.6 acre lot line revision. The 19 acre Hillside lot
is intended to be conveyed back to OSI for development of a single family residence;

e Revised site plan/special use application of 1/23/2015 by the Mohonk Preserve for 837 acres of the
857 acre Foothills parcel now owned by the Preserve. The application, including Full EAF, narrative
and site plans, generally identified and described the current action, but remains conceptual.
Subdivision and lot line revision remain under separate application.

e Submission of additional application materials (April 2015) including studies of stormwater,
transportation, wildlife, archaeology, and subsurface assessments. Application remains conceptual
and public input into development of the plan is acknowledged;

e Revised site plan/special use application of 7/6/2015 provide detail of the proposed improvements
‘1o Testimonial Gateway, Hasbrouck House/Humpo Marsh and Farm Pond areas and included a
revised SWPPP and trail connection to the proposed OS! River to Ridge trail. Site plans were
included yet plans remain conceptual.

¢ Revised site plan/special use application of 1/20/2016 which incorporates the site plan and separate
subdivision application as a single application. The application also includes revised species and
wetland studies and transportation analysis supplements. Plans for the Farm Pond area withdrawn.
This is the complete submission currently before the Board.

Public Participation. The Board notes that applicant has provided opportunities for public participation and
input in development of the Foothills project and application. The July 6, 2015 submission described the
Mohonk Preserve Foothills Communications and opportunities for public comment beginning with parcel
acquisition by OSI from Smiley Brothers Inc. in October of 2011, presentation of the draft LAMP in 2012,
and presentations, neighbor meetings and community engagement sessions held throughout 2013, 2014
and 2015. The Planning Board opened a Public Hearing for the proposed action in September 2015; the
Hearing remained open through April 11, 2016, further allowing opportunity for both verbal and written
public comment on the proposed action. The Historic Preservation Commission conducted a public hearing
on the application for certificates of appropriateness with respect to the proposed action. The Board has
received extensive correspondence regarding both the merits and concerns of the proposed Foothills
project. This Part 3 evaluation reflects such public input.

Response to Comment and Mitigation. The Board also acknowledges that the applicant has responded to
concerns identified by the public, involved and interested agencies, and the lead agency by voluntarily
incorporating various project modifications as proposed mitigating measures. Those measures were not
conditions unilaterally imposed by the lead agency, but adjustments made to the plan during its
development that were voluntarily incorporated by the project sponsor to mitigate the concerns identified
by the public and the reviewing agencies. Those mitigation measures have been considered by the Board
in the course of an open and deliberative process, which has provided opportunity for public review and
comment. Where appropriate, this Part 3 narrative identifies such measures and evaluates whether these
measures adequately addressed the potential adverse effects of concern to the extent that a determination
of non-significance would be warranted. ’
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Project Area Consideration. Finally, many of the conservation, preservation, recreation and education
related goals and objectives of the Mohonk Preserve, shared by many levels of government and numerous
publically committed agencies and organizations, have been accomplished simply through acquisition and
ownership of the Foothills parcel by the Mohonk Preserve. However, the impact of preservation and
management of the overall Foothills parce! is not expressly factored into this Part 3 analysis. Rather, the
action referred to as the Foothills Project is limited to a small portion of the 857 acre parcel, consisting of
the areas about the Testimonial Gatehouse and Lenape Lane, Hasbrouck House and the northern end of the
Humpo Marsh, the remnants of the Wawarsing Turnpike, and limited acreage along Butterville Road. As
deemed appropriate, the following Part 3 analysis focuses on the potential impacts of the areas of
disturbance that are associated with the proposed actions, which are generally immediate to those areas,
and not the overall Foothills parcel, the bulk of which will remain unchanged by the proposed action.
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1.LAND

The Foothills project will involve construction on and physical alteration of land. However, in determining
the significance of the action, the adverse impact to land is considered to be small as such impact has been
avoided and minimized to the extent practicable. Total land disturbance resulting from implementation of
the Foothills project amounts to approximately 6.4 acres of the total 857+ acre Foothills parcel or less than
1% of the site (0.75%)". Total conversion to impervious surface amounts to approximately 2.10 acres or
roughly 0.25% of the site>. Permanent land alteration includes minor clearing and grading; surfacing
associated with the creation of two site access and parking areas, trail development and restoration (stone

dust, mowed vegetation, and elevated walkway); and installation of 11 new structures totaling 2732 ft%
Land disturbance is further broken down as follows:

Testimonial Gatehouse area

2.89 acres of disturbance includes site access; a 80 vehicle parking facility with accommodations for up to 3
buses; stormwater management facilities sited within the lot itself; an entry booth (32ft%); double vaulted
restroom (168 ft?); orientation kiosk (100ft?); two trails leading from the parking facility to Lenape Lane,
both east and west of the Gatehouse; a rustic summer house (400ft?); the Phenology Trail; and realignment
of Lenape Lane at Gatehouse Road, which will be an improvement with regard to transportation safety and
aesthetics in this area and will result in the removal of 1481 ft? of impervious surface.® The restoration of
the balance of Lenape Lane is not considered disturbance as it involves only the addition of surfacing
materials. Minor excavation is also anticipated within the oak nursery and along the Oak Allee in order to
replace dead and dying trees; this disturbance is intended to occur only as necessary and in perpetuity.

The site access and parking area at Testimonial Gateway accounts for the project’s single largest area of
impact at roughly 1.5 acres of disturbance. This area has twice been reduced in response to public
comment. As currently proposed, just over 1 acre of this area’s disturbance (44,015 ft?) will be converted
to impervious surface. The balance will be vegetated features. Specifically, the lot has been designed with
a central ellipse which is to remain relatively undisturbed. While included in the total area of disturbance,
only dead, dying and invasive vegetation will be removed from this 9500 ft? area (0.22 acres) with native
plantings supplemented, if deemed necessary. A 10’ wide vegetated dry swale is to be sited between the
central ellipse and the impervious parking area, and two vegetated bioretention features are proposed at
the eastern end of the lot. These parking lot features add to the area of disturbance but have been included
in the design for both function and aesthetics, as they both reduce and accommodate stormwater, break
up the open parking area and soften the visual impact. The use of porous pavement to further reduce
disturbance due to the need for stormwater management was evaluated and rejected due to poor in situ
soils and the high volume of leaf litter which would render the system ineffective.

Hasbrouck House area ,

2.82 acres of disturbance includes improvements to Hasbrouck Lane; a 20 car parking lot with
accommodation for 2 horse trailers and a single bus; stormwater management facilities within the lot; an
entry booth, double vaulted restroom and orientation kiosk (32ft> 168ft? and 100ft?, respectively); trails;
the bird blind (400ft?); and a rustic education cabin, the largest structure proposed (1200ft?). While the
elevated marsh walkway will have minimal impact to land due to its pile supported construction method, it
has been included in the total of land disturbance.

L FEAF D.1.b.b.
2FEAF D.2.e.i.
3 Narrative p.7,8,13
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Disturbance in the Hasbrouck area has also been modified and reduced in response to comments,
particularly regarding impact to the former Wawarsing Turnpike (as discussed in Section 10 — Historic and
Archaeologic Resources). However, safety improvements to the previously disturbed road including the
slight widening of the access road and realignment of the junction with Route 299 to form an appropriate

“T” intersection with a widened curb cut, are considered unavoidable given implementation of this
secondary lot.*

River to Ridge Trail connection

Roughly 0.7 acres of disturbance will result from construction of an equivalent distance (0.7 miles) of trails
upon the Foothills site (excluding the Hillside lot) which will connect to OSV’s River to Ridge trail. According
to the narrative, land disturbance associated with this trail connection includes approximately 0.2 miles of
stone dust trail and an additional 0.5 miles of mowed agricultural trail; the latter results in no significant
disturbance to land but has been incorporated into the total area of disturbance. The 0.7 miles of new trail
along with roughly 1.5 miles of existing trail and including Pine Road will make up the Foothills 2.2 mile free
loop, and will form the connection between the 0S| River to Ridge Trail and Preserve lands.® (Trail distance
is erroneously reported in the narrative but is accurately provided in the OS! documentation; an addendum
correcting this section of the narrative will be provided by the applicant.) Disturbance associated with this
connection trail also includes an intermittent stream crossing and supplemented landscape buffer areas.

Pine Road
An additional entry booth (32ft?) and orientation kiosk (100ft?) are proposed off Pine Road within currently

" disturbed areas.

Hillside Lot
No land disturbance is proposed by the Mohonk Preserve. Part of this action includes the subdivision of the
19+ acre lot from the Foothills parcel with intended transfer to OSI (discussed in the OSI Addendum).

The following Part 2 thresholds for land impacts were considered; the impact to land is determined to be
small.

a., ¢.) Improvements will involve only minimal and shallow excavation and will not encroach groundwater
or bedrock®; stormwater facilities have been adequately desighed to accommodate existing conditions (See
Section 3 - Surface Water); and pre manufactured, self- contained, waterless toilet facilities will be utilized.

b.) No activity is proposed on slopes of 15% or greater. Proposed development upon such slopes at the
Farm Pond location has been withdrawn, due in part to potential impacts.

d.) Cut and fill wili be minimal and nearly balanced as impact areas are nearly level.

e.) Construction impact is considered to be minor as the total area of disturbance is minimal, is dispersed
over several discreet locations, and will occur over a period of 24 months. Construction related impact of
the Testimonial Gatehouse structure restoration may be extended beyond 24 months as the necessary
funds become available. Replacement of trees lining the Oak Allee may occur in perpetuity, as needed.

f.) Potential for land erosion is considered quite small due to the nature, size, setting and design of the
proposed improvements. Direct impact is limited to 6.4 acres (< 1% of the site), only a third of which will

4 Narrative p.8,9,13
5 Narrative p.9,10,13
SFEAFE.2.aandd.
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be converted to impervious surface. Improvements have been sited on nearly level land, grading is minor
and removal of existing vegetation appears to have been minimized to the maximum extent practicable.
However, as the project involves more than one acre of land disturbance, a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan, in accordance with NYSDEC's SPDES General Permit for Storm Water Discharges from
Construction Activity (GP-0-15-002), has been developed. The Mohonk Foothills Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP), is discussed in Section 3 — Surface Water. No construction activity may commence
until the SWPPP has been accepted and the SPDES permit issued. Finally, while enhanced access to and the
subsequent increased use of the trails may result in additional erosion potential, the bulk of the Foothills
trails are maintained as carriage roads which are routinely inspected for such issues. It is reportedly the

Preserve’s policy to restrict access to areas where impact has been identified until repair has been made
and stabilization has occurred.’

h.}Minor impact to land is associated with the various trails to be constructed. Within ecologically sensitive
areas, the Preserve has proposed specific techniques to minimize impact. Specifically the elevated walkway
within Humpo Marsh will be supported by helical driven piles. The supports are installed without heavy
machinery thus minimizing impact to soils, vegetation and habitat. Construction of portions of the
Phenology Trail will utilize the US Forest Service’s approved encapsulation technique which limits
disturbance as well as subsequent maintenance needs. Nearly % mile of trails, nearest residential
development along Butterville Road, will be maintained as mowed agricultural trails with virtually no impact

to land. An equal amount of trail, the former Lenape Lane, will be restored to preexisting conditions with
only surface material application.

As indicated, a minor impact to land will be associated with the replacement of dead and dying oaks within
the historic Oak Allee with those in the oak nursery.

In summary, it is determined that the impacts to land do not rise above a small level. Disturbance is limited
in size to less than 1% of the site (6.4 acres) and is distributed over a large area. The areas have also been
reduced through the course of the SEQRA process, in response to comments and concerns. The location of
each of the improvement areas appears to have been carefully sited, taking into consideration all existing
land conditions including current and past usage, topography, vegetative cover, the location of water

.resources and neighboring uses. Clearing, grading and soil compaction appear to have been minimized to

the greatest extent practicable given the project elements. The creation of impervious surface in the form
of crushed stone surfaced parking areas also appears to be unavoidable yet minimized given existing site
conditions and implementation of the plan. Use of porous materials was not found to be beneficial due to
existing site conditions. Land disturbance is thus considered to be minimized and impact is considered to
be insignificant, particularly in relation to the balance of the parcel which will be preserved. The SWPPP
analysis of pre and post development conditions appears to have resulted in proper accommodations for
stormwater and approval and strict adherence to the SWPPP will be required.

Further reduction in size of the parking facilities, particularly at the Testimonial Gateway, would result in
less impact. However, it has been noted by the applicant that further reduction in the size of parking
facilities would likely result in a failure to accomplish key safety objectives of the Foothills project. The
applicant has stated that the parking areas have been reduced to the minimum size capable of providing
sufficient off-road parking for Preserve users; failure to provide the 110 user space proposed would likely
result in continued roadside parking along with its neighborhood impact and potential for vehicular and
pedestrian incidents.

Ina letter from the Ulster County Planning Board dated March 2, 2016, the County concurred, indicating its
belief that the proposed parking is “right sized”. The County Planning Board cautioned against further

7 Glenn Hoagland, February, 2016
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reduction as such “is likely to jeopardize the ability of the lot to serve the lands it was designed for with the
result of circling traffic or congestion at the entrance”. The Town’s transportation engineer has also
confirmed the suitable of the parking capacity based on expected peak demand (see Section 13 -
Transportation), thus the area of land disturbance is considered appropriate. (Note: these statements
pertained to the proposed 110 total space capacity which was further reduced in May 2016 to 100.)

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications made
to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the public, it is
recommended that the Board consider the impacts to land resources to be small and that the Foothills
project will not result in significant adverse impact to such resources.

References:

Site Plans (January 2016);

Project Narrative (January 2016);

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (January 2016);

Subsurface Investigation Report (July 2014);

Wetland Delineation Report (December 2015);

USFS Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook (2007), pp. 70, 76-80;

Letter from Ulster County Planning Board to the New Paltz Planning Board (March 2, 2016);
Preliminary Site Plans, OSI River to Ridge Trail (February 2016).

0SI Addendum

When the Foothills project is considered in conjunction with OSI’s River to Ridge trail project, the total
physical alteration of land amounts to over 10 acres, a SEQRA threshold. However, the total land area
associated with the combined projects amounts to over 1150 acres, thus the cumulative impact to land
remains at less than 1%.

The OS! project consists of the creation of 3.4 miles of non-motorized, multi-use, natural stone surfaced
trails and reconfiguration/resurfacing of an existing parking lot, all which will have minimal impact on the
land. The trails will be spread out over a vast area of existing agricultural and crop buffer lands. The
combined projects are viewed as having no significant adverse impact to land.

Although not proposed, potential future development of the 19+ acre Hillside lot by OSI for a single
residential use, is permitted by zoning. Such development would result in an insignificant increase in the
overall impact to land. As per subdivision requirements, the Hiliside lot has been shown to include a single
residential building, well, septic, septic reserve and driveway. Both the Mohonk Preserve and OSi have
agreed to indicate a restrictive building envelope and restrictive notes on the lot. The notes are to indicate
that the 19+ acre lot cannot be further subdivided to create additional building lots and that residential
structures, both primary and accessory, shall be permitted only within the established restrictive residential
building envelope. Such restrictions must be approved by both Mohonk, OSI and the Planning Board prior
to final approval.

2. GEOLOGICAL FEATURES

According to NYSDEC and the NYS Museum — Office of the State Geologist, neither the Foothills parcel nor
any adjacent sites contain unique geologic features. According to the National Park Service, neither the
Foothills parcel nor any adjacent sites have been identified as a National Natural Landmark.

8
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Some glacial erratics (boulders) are situated upon the lower Foothills parcel. The majority will be left
undisturbed. However, as with the use of such boulders in the construction of the Testimonial Gatehouse,

smaller boulders may be relocated and incorporated as seating areas, retaining walls and access control
measures.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, it is recommended that the Board consider
the impacts to geological resources to be insignificant.

References:

e http://www.dec.ny.gov/imsmaps/ERM/viewer.htm;
e National Registry of Natural Landmarks,
National Natural Landmarks Program (June 2009), p. 67;
e Sijte Plans (January 2016);
e Project Narrative (January 2016).

0S| Addendum

The OS! River to Ridge trail project lies predominantly within active and abandoned agricultural lands, also
void of unique geologic features. As with the Preserve project, glacial erratics located within the parce! may
be relocated as design features.

When considered in conjunction with OSI’s River to Ridge trail project, there will be no significant adverse
impact upon geological features.

3. SURFACE WATER

It has been determined that the proposed action may have a small effect on surface water resources of the
Foothills site, but that any such adverse impact to surface waters is small as potential impacts have been
satisfactorily avoided and minimized.

Existing surface waters and wetlands within the Foothills project area were located and evaluated in
accordance with federal, state and local regulations. These resources were identified in the Wetlands
Delineation Report dated March 2015, and the revised report dated December 2015. The revised report
was expanded in response to comments and includes an evaluation of additional locations (Lenape Lane,
Farm Pond and the River to Ridge Trail site) and resources regulated solely under the New Paltz Town code
(Section 139).

The project area contains 3 NYSDEC mapped perennial streams (Humpo Kill, Kleine Kill and Mohonk Brook),
7 unmapped tributaries and drainage features, the NYSDEC regulated Humpo Marsh, and 8 natural and
manmade wetlands which includes the former Gateway ponds. All such aquatic resources are protected
under various law; activity within and in some cases adjacent requires authorization as stated below.

When evaluating the project against Part 2 thresholds, potential impacts were found to pertain only to
water quality and ecology. The project will not result in the creation, elimination or alteration of depth,
volume or surface area of any water body. Similarly no water will be withdrawn and, other than stormwater,
no water will be discharged as a result of this project.
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d.,e.) Wetlands and water bodies have been avoided in all situations excepting where access to the aquatic
resource is the intent, specifically the installation of an elevated walkway within the Humpo Marsh, and the
Phenology Trail construction adjacent the northern Gateway Pond.

Testimonial Gateway area

In order to expand opportunity for the ongoing study of seasonal or cyclical changes of species and habitat,
a nature trail partially established around the Gateway Ponds in the mid 1960’s® will be expanded and
improved. As portions of this Phenology Trail are situated in close proximity to wetland boundaries, the
Preserve will utilize the US Forest Service’s Encapsulation technique® within the wetter portions of this trail.
This method involves encasing in situ soils within a geotextile to prevent migration followed by surfacing
with a stone material. Construction in this manner protects the adjacent aquatic resource while minimizing
trail deterioration and maintenance due to wet conditions. A 6’x8 dock extending into non edge habitat
will also be installed within the northern Gateway Pond with no adverse impact.

Hasbrouck House area

An elevated walkway is to be established within Humpo Marsh. Aquatic resource impact due to this
proposed trail will be mitigated through use of a helical pile support system upon which the walkway will
be suspended™. Such systems are most appropriate for environmentally sensitive areas, particularly
wetlands, as the installation method involves no heavy equipment intrusion into the wetland and minimizes
temporary construction related impacts as well as permanent impacts.

Specifically, support piles will be augered into the subsurface with minimal and temporary loss of vegetation
and wildlife habitat, only slight compaction of soil immediately surrounding each piling, and no alteration
in water flow. Within the marsh, a small but temporary increase in turbidity in the immediate vicinity of the
construction activity may occur. Additionally, the Humpo Marsh walkway will be installed near the wetland
fringe, not within the broad expanse of wetland nor the edge habitat; all vital habitat will be maintained
and the naturally progressing transition to the adjacent upland habitat will not be impaired. In order to
accommodate for seasonal wetness, a small section of trail which runs from the bird blind area northward
may also be constructed using the encapsulation technique.

River to Ridge Trail connection
A small bridge will be constructed over an intermittent stream opposite the Hillside lot. The bridge will be

similar in construction to the elevated walkway and will not impact the water course. No wetlands exist in
this location.

Regulatory Compliance

Installation of the elevated walkway through Humpo Marsh, as well as the Hasbrouck area improvements
which lie within the NYSDEC regulated adjacent area will require review and authorization by NYSDEC under
Article 24 of the NYS Environmental Conservation Law.

Any Phenology Trail improvements which occur within areas considered wetland will require authorization
under Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act. Nationwide permit authorization must be obtained
following pre construction notification to the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Review and authorization by the Town of New Paltz is required of all improvements within the aquatic
resources, as well as their appropriate buffer areas, as indicated in Chapter 139 of the Town Code, the
Wetlands and Watercourse Protection Law. Town wetland consultant Norbert Quenzer of Bagdon

g8 LAMP, p.17
9 Site Plans, Sheet G5.6
10 |bid
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Environmental has inspected the site, verified wetlands and wetland boundaries, and has concurred with
the anticipated impacts and need for the above mentioned approvals*.

h.,i.) The project may cause soil erosion or otherwise impact water quality which may affect water bodies.
The proposed Foothills project involves greater than one acre of disturbance; therefore, a NYSDEC issued
SPDES General Permit for Storm Water Discharges from Construction Activity (GP-0-15-002) is required.
Accordingly, the applicant has developed the Mohonk Preserve Foothills Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWPPP)*2. The Foothills SWPPP was generated in July 2015 and revised in 2016 as site plans,
particularly the Hasbrouck access and parking lot areas, were modified in response to concerns and

recommendations of the Town HPC and its independent historic resource consultant, Larsen Fisher and
Associates.

The Foothills SWPPP analysis of pre and post development conditions indicates that the project will comply
with required effluent limitations. Discharge of stormwater, post development, will be substantially the
same with regard to volume and discharge patterns as that which currently exists. The slight increase in the
volume of runoff resulting from the additional 2.1 acres of impervious surface (Testimonial Gateway and
Hasbrouck access and parking facilities) will be treated onsite, via green infrastructure practices, in order to
ensure water quality and attenuate peak flow.

The Foothills SWPPP identifies and defines the erosion and sediment control practices to be installed and
maintained on site, as per New York State Standards and Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control,
and the site plans indicate the siting of these measures. Green methodologies to be employed under the
Foothills project include preservation of existing vegetation, bioretention basins, rain gardens, a green roof,
and use of crushed stone/gravel for parking lot surfacing. Traditional methods to be used include silt
fence/fiber rolls, swales with check dams, stabilized construction entrances, designated staging areas with
foam berms, and good housekeeping practices. The use of porous pavement at both the Testimonial

Gateway and Hasbrouck House areas was considered but ultimately ruled out due to in situ soil conditions
and high leaf litter.

The SWPPP also lays out construction sequencing, as well as inspection, maintenance and reporting
schedules. As an MS4 community, Town approval of the SWPPP is required prior to issuance of the SPDES
permit. Construction activity may not commence until such permit is obtained and compliance with all
provisions of the SWPPP is required through completion of the project and termination of the permit.

A pre-construction site conference with Preserve officials, Town representatives and site contractors is also
to be required as per the SWPPP.

In summary, while the proposed Foothills project has a potential for minor impact to surface water
resources, it is believed that the limited area of disturbance, careful design and siting of proposed
improvements, and implementation of the SWPPP have satisfactorily reduced potential impact. As
proposed, a very small impact to aquatic resources and their buffers is associated with construction of the
phenology trail, the elevated walkway, wetland crossing north of the bird blind, and minor buffer area
disturbance in vicinity of the Hasbrouck House. These impacts do not involve alteration to drainage or flow
patterns, loss of aquatic habitat, change to water chemistry, or modification in function of the system.
Appropriate wetland permitting is also required.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications made
to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, Town consultants and the public, it

11 Memo, N. Quenzer to M Calimano, (undated) regarding inspections of 9/14/15 and 9/24/15; and email, 2/5/2016
12 Mohonk Foothills Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan, January 2016, Barton & Loguidice
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is recommended that the Board consider the impacts to surface water resources to be small and that the
Foothills project will not result in significant adverse impact to such resources.

References:

Site Plans (January 2016);

Project Narrative (January 2016);

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (January 2016);

Wetland Delineation Report (December 2015);

USFS Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook (2007), 70, 76-80;

Memo N. Quenzer of Bagdon Environmental regarding inspections of 9/14/15 and 9/24/15;
Email N. Quenzer of Bagdon Environmental, 2/5/2016.

OSI Addendum

When the Foothills project is considered in conjunction with OSI’s River to Ridge trail project, the cumulative
impacts are viewed as having no significant adverse impact upon surface waters.

Surface water impact resulting from creation of the OSI trail will involve the crossing of federal and Town
regulated waters and Town regulated buffers in four locations. Specifically, two existing pipe culverts within
intermittent drainage channels will be replaced, a new precast concrete box culvert will be installed within
the Snook Kill, an unregulated water course, and a pedestrian foot bridge will be installed over a low lying
portion of field. These crossings account for minimal impact but are necessary to allow passage between
the Wallkill River and Lewis Lane outside of active agricultural areas.

While these necessary features will not result in any significant fill to the aquatic resources and will not alter
flow or function of the systems, authorization under Section 139 of Town code and Section 404 of the
federal Clean Water Act is required.

Additionally, trails are not typically considered impervious for stormwater calculations as they do not tend
to concentrate pollutants. However, as the OS| project will involve more than 1 acre of disturbance, a
NYSDEC issued SPDES General Permit for Storm Water Discharges will be required. The nature of the 0SI
project along with strict compliance with the OSI Trail SWPPP will ensure no significant adverse impact to
aguatic resources.

4. GROUNDWATER

The proposed Foothills project will have no significant adverse impact upon groundwater resources as the
project involves no new demand for water, no onsite wastewater disposal, no bulk storage or hazardous
wastes, nor anticipated use of applied chemicals.

Pre manufactured waterless vaulted toilets to be utilized on site will have regularly scheduled pumping and
offsite disposal. The schedule may be modified if needed. Leakage or pumping accident would result in a
small and short term impact as the area would be promptly and properly cleaned. The possibility of such
accidental discharge is unlikely to occur yet acknowledged.

Stormwater may have a slight impact upon groundwater. However, the limited volume of additional
stormwater generated as a result of plan implementation along with the mitigating measures as defined in
the SWPPP adequately minimize potential for significant impact to groundwater.

12
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No development of the Hillside lot is proposed by the Mohonk Preserve.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, it is recommended that the Board consider
the impacts to groundwater to be small and that the Foothills project will not result in significant adverse
impact to such resources.

References

o Site Plans (January 2016);
e Project Narrative (January 2016);
e Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (January 2016).

0Sl Addendum
The OS!'s River to Ridge trail project will have no impact upon groundwater resources.

Potential future development of the Hillside lot with a single residential structure, well and septic, would
result in a slight yet insignificant impact to groundwater (est. 130 gpd per bedroom).

Cumulative effects on groundwater are viewed as insignificant.

5. FLOODING

The proposed Foothills project will have no significant adverse impact upon flooding as none of the project
improvements will be situated within a designated floodway, 100-year floodplain, or 500-year floodplain®2.
The SWPPP developed for the site has shown that while drainage will be slightly altered from that which
currently exists, the 0.25% increase in impervious surface will not result in altered drainage from the site
nor increased flooding to proposed site conditions.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, it is recommended that the Board consider
the impacts to the potential for flooding to be insignificant.

References:

e  Site Plans (January 2016);
e Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (January 2016);
e Flood Insurance Rate Map (September 2009), Ulster County panels 595, 615, 735, and 755.

0S| Addendum

Considered in conjunction with OSI’s River to Ridge trail project, the cumulative impacts on flooding remain
small. Nearly half of the OSI project area, from the Wallkill River to Lewis Lane, is situated within a
designated FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area boundary (100 year). The installation of trails and the addition
or replacement of culverts will not significantly or adversely impact the lands natural ability to store, absorb,
release and allow passage of flood waters. Trail design and construction materials reportedly will not
impede flow.

13 Ulster County, NY Flood Insurance Rate Map, September 2009, panels 595, 615, 735, 755, FEMA
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In accordance with Town code, construction of the OSI trails will require that for all authorized fill placed
within the floodplain district, a hydraulically equivalent volume of material is to be excavated from below
the base flood elevation'®. OSI Trail construction activity reportedly will result in the net reduction of 130

cubic yards of material from within the floodplain.’® A Town FIoodealn Development Permit and Village
Floodplain Development Permit are both required.

6. AIR

The proposed Foothills project will not have a significant adverse impact upon air quality. Air emissions
associated with the Foothills project are predominantly transient in nature and due to transportation of
visitors to and from the Foothills parcel.

Utilizing a threshold established by the National Park Service (50 metric tons of any poliutant generated
annually), the level of increased emissions anticipated through creation of parking for up to 103 passenger
vehicles and up to 4 total buses is not considered to cause significant deterioration to air quality. This is
based on comparison with park service data from Mesa Verde National Park, with over three times the
annual visitation, a resort lodge and 400 campsites. Year 2000 park wide emission from visitor vehicles at
Mesa Verde was determined to generate pollutants below the threshold of significance®. Implementation
of the Foothills project will generate significantly less, accordingly, the impact to air due to the Foothills
project is considered to be small.

Emissions will also be generated through construction of site improvements and by the wood burning
fireplace and back up propane heater, both to be used at the educational cabin on an intermittent, as
needed basis during the winter months. These sources will result in only temporary and insignificant
impacts to air quality.

The Preserve proposes to install four electric vehicle-charging stations.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, it is recommended that the Board consider
the impacts to air to be insignificant.

References:

e Site Plans (January 2016);
e  Project Narrative (lanuary 2016);

® NRR-2011/289 Technical Guidance on Assessing Impacts to Air Quality in NEPA and Planning
Documents.

0S| Addendum

The OSI’s River to Ridge trail project involves no emission sources, other than a minor and temporary
construction element and continued use of a small parking facility associated with the Village boat launch.
Local vehicular use may increase as visitors may opt to park within existing Village lots in order to access the
new OS| and Mohonk Preserve trails. Conversely, it is anticipated that many users will come from the
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail, SUNY New Paltz and other locations from within the Village, and will thus not utilize

14 Town of New Paltz Town Code, Chapter 82-14.B.2.c., 2010
13 River to Ridge FEAF Part 2 Supplemental Narrative, February 1, 2016, Open Space Institute, p.8
16 NRR-2011/289 Technical Guidance on Assessing Impacts to Air Quality in NEPA and Planning Documents
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motorized transportation. Regardless, impact to air quality due to the OSI trail project is viewed as
insignificant, as are the cumulative impacts of the projects combined.

7. PLANTS and ANIMALS

The proposed Foothills project will have an impact upon resident flora and fauna, particularly the plants and
limited mobility animal species located within the 6.4 acre footprint of the project. However, adverse
impact is considered to be minor due to the minimal area of disturbance; preservation of over 99% of
existing habitat; careful siting of improvements so as not to impact critical and significant habitats; the lack
of reported endangered and threatened species in the project area; and timing of construction activity.
Potential impact to wildlife is also mitigated through the project’s element of maintenance and preservation
of essential habitat and biodiversity including historic forest and legacy trees, wetlands and open fields; and
continued and increased usage of the site for education and research of species.

The Foothills project was developed in consideration of habitat and conservation species findings as detailed
in the LAMP. Subsequent site specific evaluations of federal'” and state'® protected species and significant
natural communities were performed as provided in the Threatened and Endangered Species Assessment
Report, dated April 2015. In response to comments, a revised report was issued, dated September 2015.
The revised report included the evaluation of additional areas (Lenape Lane, Farm Pond and the River to
Ridge project location), and included a new Natural Heritage Program query and evaluation of additional
plant species noted in the expanded area. Additionally, the revised report included NYS identified rare and
special concern species as discussed in the LAMP, provided further discussion of the formerly existing pied
billed grebe habitat, included conservation elements regarding protected bat species, and referenced US
F&W Section 7 consultation as required by the federal wetland permit process.

a-f.) The proposed Foothills will result in no reduction in population, loss of individuals, or reduction or
degradation of habitat critical to any Federal or NYS listed endangered, threatened or special concern
species.

Overall, habitat and species impact have been significantly avoided as only 1.5 acres of forest and 0.6 acres
of meadow will be eliminated?®; 99% of existing habitat will remain untouched. Additionally, no federal or
state protected species have been identified with the project area.

With regard to habitat of protected species, forested areas commonly used for foraging and travel by the
protected Indiana bat (US-E) and the northern long eared bat (US-T) were observed within the project area.
However, no critical roost or hibernation habitat for either bat species has been documented by NYSDEC or
identified by the Preserve to exist within the project area. The forest habitat to be eliminated, associated
with the Testimonial Gateway access and parking area, is predominantly second growth forest with an
abundance of small and shrub type vegetation and evergreens. Due to tree species, size, and orientation
within the landscape, the limited forest to be removed is not considered to provide quality or typical bat
roost habitat and no impact to the protected species is anticipated. Several trees will also be removed in
for construction of the educational structure. While the removal of a small number of trees, particularly
non typical habitat trees is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat, the Preserve will restrict tree cutting from March 31
to October 31, in accordance with US F&W guidelines. Such voluntary restriction on tree removal outside

17 US Fish & Wildlife Service’s Information, Planning and Consultation (IPaC) System, 2015
18 NYSDEC Natural Heritage Program, 2015
19 EAF E.1.b.
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of the hibernation period for local bat populations is intended to avoid potential direct impact to the

protected Indiana and long eared bats. This seasonal cutting restriction will also serve to protect breeding
and nesting birds.

Previously existing on-site habitat for the pied billed grebe (NY-T) has reportedly been destroyed by
naturally occurring past events® and no longer exists. Transient sitings of the red-headed woodpecker (NY-
SC) have occurred within the project area?’. Breeding locations for the protected woodpecker are
reportedly found within the off-site portions of the Humpo Marsh, south of Preserve lands, and not within
the project area. No impact to these species is expected.

No designated significant natural community exists within the Foothills project area. Having separately
identified key habitats with the same area, the Preserve has proposed development which avoids such
unofficial significant resources, particularly the white oak forest. The location and configuration of the
Testimonial Gateway parking area allows for the avoidance of the white oak forest with several outlier trees
incorporated into the lot design. Also recognizing the important habitat provided by the Humpo Marsh, the
Preserve has strategically sited its bird blind and designed it with a vegetated green roof. Access via the
elevated walkway at the marsh’s northern fringe will not fragment the habitat, prevent species passage,
impact migration patterns or use of the site by any species.

Additional potential impacts to wildlife have been considered. Specifically, no habitat will be fragmented
by the proposed project. Necessary fencing will allow for pass through by wildlife. Shading of aquatic
habitat beneath the walkway, dock and bridge will not result in a permanently shaded condition which could
cause impairment; conversely, the partial shading may benefit some inhabitants. No continuing or
significant sources of noise, light or odor will result from the project. Erosion and sediment control
measures will be implemented and maintained so as to not adversely impact any downgradient habitats.

Finally, during the construction phase, the Mohonk Preserve has committed to providing trained personnel
to survey all areas to be disturbed immediately prior to construction activity in order to assure that no
protected species will be impacted; findings of any animal, protected or not, will result in an attempt to
relocate the individual out of harm’s way.

i.) The Mohonk Preserve does not currently use pesticides or herbicides on any of its lands. The Preserve
may, at some future time, determine that the use of such is required to control nuisance species.
Recognizing that there are environmentally sensitive areas on the site including wetland and significant
habitats, the Preserve will utilize principles of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) to control pests should it
become necessary to do so. As with standard practices utilized by the County and Town upon their own
lands, Mohonk’s IPM plan will emphasize non-toxic pest management (NPM) which utilizes natural, non-
toxic and biologic practices, and, as last resort, least toxic management options. The choice of pest
management is to be based on a thorough analysis of the pest and its environment, the best available pest
control methods, and the impact to human health, property and the environment. The analysis is to include
all available chemical, physical and biological options, as well as the option of taking no action. Should the
Preserve determine that a pesticide must be used, the application of such will be subject to all regulations
applicable at that time including the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act??, Environmental
Protection Agency regulations in 40 CFR, Occupational Safety and Health Administration regulations, and
state and local laws.

20 Threatened and Endangered Species Assessment Report, September 2015, Barton & Loguidice, p.8
21 Mohonk BioBlitz Report, 2012
227USC 136 et seq.
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It is worth noting the abundance of information regarding plant and animal species and habitat which were
considered in both the determination of need and the development of the Mohonk Preserve Foothills
project plan. Ecological studies performed relative to the LAMP, 2012 Testimonial Gateway BioBlitz, 2013
Humpo Marsh biodecathon, 2014 implementation of the Phenology Project, several bird censuses and

forest studies by SUNY New Paltz were evaluated in the siting of proposed improvements within the
Foothills parcel.

In an email of 2/5/2016, the Town’s ecological consultant, Norbert Quenzer of Bagdon Environmental,

indicated that the applicant appears to have accurately represented the plant and animal resources and the
anticipated project impacts.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications made
to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, Town ecological consultant and the
public, it is recommended that the Board consider the impacts to plants and animals to be small and that
the Footbhills project will not result in significant adverse impact to such resources.

References:

Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012), 43-61;

Site Plans (January 2016);

Project Narrative (January 2016), 5-6;

Threatened and Endangered Species Assessment Report {January 2016);
2012 Bioblitz Report, Mohonk Preserve;

http://www.mohonkpreserve.org/sites/default/files/images/2012%20Bio%20Blitz%20at%20th
e%20Testimonial%20Gateway.pdf.

0S| Addendum

Considered in conjunction with OSI’s River to Ridge trail project, the cumulative impacts to plants and
animals remains insignificant. The OSI project, specifically the installation of multi-use trails within
predominantly active and passive agricultural areas, is considered to have a very small potential for impact.
The updated Threatened and Endangered Species Assessment performed by the Mohonk Preserve
incorporated the OSI area into its regulatory agency query and the two additional species identified were
included in the Preserve’s evaluation with no impact identified. OSI’s own evaluation of species and habitat
identified no protected species, indicated a proposed alteration of only 4.1 of nearly 300 acres or habitat,
predominantly agricultural in nature, and concluded that no significant adverse impact to plants or animals
as anticipated. Accordingly, cumulative impacts to species and habitat due the Mohonk Preserve and 0S|
projects are not considered to be significant.

8. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
The proposed Foothills project will have no adverse impact upon agriculture.

Projects greater than 2.5 acres in size situated within designated agricultural districts are identified as Type
1 actions as they are presumed to result in more than a small impact to agricultural resources. The Foothills
parcel is situated within Ulster County’s Agricultural District #2 but the potential for significant impact to
agriculture is rebutted.
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According to Ulster County GIS data, roughly 430 acres or 50% of the 857 acre parcel consists of highly
productive agricultural soils®®. 323 acres are in active agricultural use (Glynwood) and will remain so after
implementation of the project. The remaining 107 acres of prime farmland is considered meadow or
abandoned agriculture, not actively farmed but managed through routine mowing. Three quarters of this
lies within the project footprint.?*

The Foothills project will result in the loss of 0.1% of the site’s prime agricultural soils as 0.6 acres of meadow
near the Hasbrouck House will be converted to parking.”® The remaining meadows will be actively managed
by the Preserve as without routine mowing, the open agricultural lands will evolve to shrub and forest lands.
The loss of roughly one half acre of meadow edge is not determined to be significant, and mitigation of loss
is provided through preservation and active management of the balance of such resources.

Additionally, the project will not sever, cross or limit access to agricultural lands, will not result in the
excavation or compaction of soils of active agricultural land, and will not disrupt or prevent installation of
any agricultural land management system. The project will not result in increased development pressure
onfarmland.

With regard to development, the Hillside lot is to be transferred to OSI with no impact to agricultural
resources by the Mohonk Preserve.

In summary, none of the project area’s prime soils are actively farmed and all lands upon the Foothills parcel
currently in agricultural production will remain so. The impact to agricultural resources amounts to just
over one half acre, which is considered to be minor, particularly with regard to the agricultural preservation
of the balance of the site. Further reduction would likely result in the elimination of this lot.

The project is consistent with the Town of New Paltz Farmland Preservation Plan, which promotes
conservation of active farmlands and agricultural heritage. The planis also consistent with the Town of New
Paltz Open Space Plan which calls for the conservation of active farmlands.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, it is recommended that the Board consider
the impacts to agricultural resources to be small and that the Foothills project will not result in significant
adverse impact to such resources. :

References:

Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012), 82-83;
Site Plans (January 2016);

Project Narrative (January 2016), 1-2, 4-6, 10-11;

Agricultural Data Statement-{January 2016);

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (January 2016);

Town of New Paltz Farmland Protection Plan.

OS5l Addendum

2 FEAFE.3.a. and b.
24 Response to FEAF Part 2 Questions, Barton and Loguidice
B FEAFE.1.b.
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OS!'s River to Ridge trail project, also located within Ulster County Agricultural District 2, will also have a

minor impact upon agricultural resources. However, the cumulative adverse effects of the two separate
projects to agricultural resources remains small.

Approximately half of the nearly 300 acre OSlI site is in active crop production. A small portion along the
field and property fringe is abandoned agriculture/successional old field or wooded and the balance is
hayed. The River to Ridge trail project will result in the conversion of approximately 3 acres of farmland to
crushed stone trails, a non-agricultural use. The total impact of the two projects to agriculture amounts to
roughly 3.5 acres of 730 acres of farmland or roughly 0.5%, a small portion of the prime soils.

According to the New York Planning Federation, compatible uses of agricultural lands include agri-tourism
and outdoor recreation (multi-use trails)®. The trails have been designed to generally follow existing farm
roads and travel ways and to avoid active cultivation to the greatest extent practicable; the project will not
impair continuation of farm activities in the area. All remaining farmland will be maintained as such. Trails
are also surficial features which could easily be removed and the land reverted back to agricultural use.

A portion of the Hillside lot is maintained as meadow; it is not used for active crop production. Potential
impact to agricultural resources should the lot be developed by OSI would be limited to the portion of the
deed restricted building envelope which is currently field. This area would not constitute a significant

increase to agricultural impact. Potential health impacts due to agricultural operations are discussed in
Section 16 — Human Health).

Cumulatively, the impact to agricultural resources given implementation of both the Mohonk Foothills and
OSI River to Ridge trail project is considered small.

9. AESTHETIC RESOURCES

The proposed Foothills project will have a small adverse impact upon aesthetic resources as site access, the
two parking areas, and some of the new structures and trails may be partially viewed from a limited number
of locations, including the Shawangunk Mountain Scenic Byway (Route 299), some immediate neighbors
and from within the parcel itself, particularly during seasonal leaf off periods. However, a critical
component of this project is the preservation of important aesthetic resources, particularly the iconic
Testimonial Gatehouse, and the Oak Allee, along with the overall character of the landscape. Aesthetic
resources are not believed to be significantly or adversely impacted by implementation of the Foothills
project.

With respect to Part 2 thresholds, the aesthetic impact is considered to be small. The proposed project will
occupy less than 1 % of the overall parcel, will be spread among several discreet locations and will be only
partially visible. The project will not obstruct or eliminate any scenic view and will have no adverse impact
upon views from publically accessible vantage points. Structural improvements are consistent with the
existing structures and rural character of the area, ranging in size from roughly 30ft? (kiosks) to nearly 1200
ft? (rustic educational structure). They are also of similar scale and architecture to those amenities at other
Mohonk Preserve sites, and are designed to blend in with the landscape. No views will be obstructed by
any proposed improvements. Where needed for agricultural purposes, fencing will typically be a wire type
fence so as not to impede views.

26 New Paltz Farmland Preservation Plan, p. 103
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Siting of the parking facilities and associated improvements began during development of the LAMP in 2012
and included significant public participation. Plan modifications resulting from early public comment
included the dismissal of several plans primarily due to visual impact?” and the division of parking into two
lots rather than a single large facility at the Gatehouse location. Subsequent modifications made in response
to comments included the further size reduction of the Gateway parking lot and the movement of horse
trailer parking from Gateway to the secondary Hasbrouck lot.

All proposed features have been sited out of direct view, take full advantage of existing natural features in
order to limit their visibility, and do not appear to significantly impact the visual integrity of the area.
Visibility of the proposed improvements, including the Testimonial Gateway parking facility, appears to be

reasonably softened by existing vegetative screening, topography, a significant rock outcrop and distance
to potential receptors.

The bulk of the trails, as well as the parking facilities and Hasbrouck Lane, will be finished with a crushed
stone surface consistent with the local and historic carriage roads. Such surfacing will limit visual impact as
it more reasonably blends in with the natural landscape. The parking lots will not be illuminated.

Testimonial Gateway area
The Gateway parking facility, the most apparent of the proposed improvements, is located a minimum of
150’ from Route 299. At this nearest point, the lot is situated roughly 8’ in elevation higher than Route 299.

The residential structure closest to this point (2 Jacobs Lane) is roughly 500’ distant and on the opposite
side of Route 299 with significant vegetation in between.

The siting and elliptical shape of the Testimonial Gateway parking area allows for the preservation of the
entire white oak forest and quality vegetation within the central ellipse. Legacy trees and second growth
evergreens will also be preserved along the periphery. Currently, additional plantings are proposed
between the parking area and the Testimonial Gateway structure and additional vegetation may be
supplemented as necessary.?®

As currently proposed, it does not appear that the Testimonial Gateway lot will be substantially visible from
the road or neighboring residences; the elliptical shaped clearing as well as the entrance and contact station
will be visible but these do not appear to be appreciably out of character. Furthermore, the area of clearing
for the Gateway parking facility is of similar size and configuration as several of the most immediate
neighbors on Jacobs Lane.

A single, shielded, downward directed light will be used at the Testimonial Gateway contact station and at
the Gateway orientation kiosk area. These lights are to be turned off one hour after dark.

A small “Mohonk style” summer house {gazebo), 400 ft?in size and designed to accommodate only 6-10
people, will be tucked into the corner of the meadow south of the Oak Allee and west of the Gateway ponds.
It will be visible from portions of Lenape Lane and at a distance from Gatehouse Road and possibly from
some of the upper Foothills trails. The structure has been designed, sized and sited so as to blend in and
conform to existing local character. ‘

Restoration of the historic Gatehouse, removal of the Gatehouse Road end of Lenape Lane and the
landscaping of this area, and restoration of the Oak Allee with resurfacing and replacement of dead and
dying oak trees will benefit the aesthetic value of the Gateway area.

27 Mohonk Preserve Testimonial Gateway Project, Public Introduction Meeting presentation, October 17, 2013 and
Parking Locations Evaluated
28 Glenn Hoagland; February 2016
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Hasbrouck House area

Access to the Hasbrouck House lot area will be via an existing albeit improved road. The lot is tucked into
the far north corner of the open field, again taking full advantage of the natural screening of topography,
woodlot vegetation, viewing angles and distance. Additional trees will be planted on the south side of the
lot further shielding it from view. A single light, shielded and directed downward, will be located at the

Hasbrouck lot contact station. Like the two lights at the Gateway lot, this light is to be turned off one hour
after dark.

The rustic educational structure has also been tucked into the woodlot adjacent open fields and the former
Wawarsing Turnpike in order that it may be less visible from both the historic road as well as the upper
Foothills trails. Its scale (1200 ft? which includes two porch areas), desigh and construction material will
allow it to blend into the landscape. The structure does not appear to be visible from outside of Preserve

lands. Use of solar panels to naturally provide electric to the structure was dismissed due to potential
viewing of the panels from within the site.

The bird blind will be of small size (400 ft?, constructed of natural materials and will employ a green roof.
Immediately surrounding vegetation will be maintained only to the extent to allow for adequate viewing
from the structure. Such design features will limit noticeability of this structure.

River to Ridge Trail connection

Trails have been predominately sited on existing travel pathways (Lenape Lane, Wawarsing Turnpike)} and
along the edge of agricultural fields. Buffers appear to have been maintained between the trails and
residences along Butterville to the extent practicable (typically limited by active agriculture). Vegetative
buffers may be enhanced near residences as needed (ie. at road crossing from OSI trail). Trails within
agricultural areas will be maintained as mowed vegetated trails.

Lenape Lane Bridge Restoration

The Lenape Bridge restoration component of the project will replace the significantly deteriorating aerial
portion of the existing structure. To the extent that such cannot extend off Preserve property and into the
Town right of way, site restoration will also eliminate much of the off road parking area which has developed
at this [ocation over time. Both will result in significant aesthetic improvements over éxisting conditions.

Visual simulations of all aspects of the project have been provided and are part of the public record. The
simulations appear to reasonably represent visual impact. However, it is acknowledged that computer
generated images in wooded areas often show greater visibility of a project as tree density and canopy
cover must be underplayed to allow for such simulations.

The proposed feature sites, particularly the selected parking locations, were inspected in 2015 during leaf
off conditions by the Town Engineer (D. Clouser) and Planning Board members; Town representatives
concluded that “visibility of the proposed improvements during seasonal leaf-off periods is not possible at
a majority of visual receptors due to the density of standing timber proposed to be retained”.?®

This Part 3 determination that the project, particularly the Testimonial Gateway area, will not be in sharp
visual contrast to existing conditions is also based on recent inspection of the site, principally the Gateway
parking area, as well as inspections of the Preserve’s other parking facilities, parking lots within in the Town
and Village, comparable lots at other facilities (Locust Grove and St. Anne’s lot - Marist College, both in
Poughkeepsie), and open areas in the immediate vicinity.

29 Narrative, January 2016, Barton & Loguidice (p.15, 16)
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The Foothills project addresses many elements of the New Paltz Open Space Plan, specifically the need for
management of open areas to protect significant view sheds and the need to protect and expand access to
scenic vistas and historical and cultural resources.

In summary, while there will be impacts to aesthetic resources associated with the project, the adverse
impacts are not found to be significant, particularly in the context that the Part 3 evaluation is to be of a
proposed action as seen from a scenic resource or as a part of a scenic resource. The elements of the project
seen from or against the backdrop of the Foothills do not adversely impact the aesthetic resource. The view
of passing motorist and from neighboring parcels is predominantly of a woodlot, not the designated scenic
element. The impact is considered to be small.

Proposed restoration and maintenance of several key visual elements sited within the parcel is viewed as
significant mitigation. Specifically, necessary repair and continued maintenance of the iconic Testimonial
Gateway will pose a minor and temporary impact to the aesthetic value of the area. Restoration work,
approved by the Town Historic Preservation Commission, will preserve this resource and its important
aesthetic and historic value. Without such repair, the structure will continue to degrade. Restoration of
the historic Gateway structure is also recognized as substantial mitigation of impact as is the restoration of
the Oak Allee including the replacement of dead and dying trees, and replacement of the aerial portion of
the Lenape Lane Bridge. These were conclusions drawn by an independent analysis of significant historic
resources including the view shed® (as discussed in the following section-10). Additional historically

significant structures upon the parcel will also be maintained in order to preserve the visual integrity of the
area.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications made
to the plan in response to comments from the Board, its consultants and the public, it is recommended
that the Board consider the impacts to aesthetic resources to be small and that the Foothills project will
not result in significant adverse impact to views.

References:

Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012);

Site Plans (January 2016);

Project Narrative (January 2016);

Assessment of Potential Adverse Impacts to Historic Resources with Proposed Mitigation
Measures, Larson Fisher Associates (September 2015).

0OSI Addendum

When the Foothills project is considered in conjunction with OSI’s River to Ridge trail project, the cumulative
impacts are similarly viewed as having no significant adverse impact upon aesthetic resources. The OS! trail
projectinvolves only at grade trails constructed of natural stone materials, with several trail signs, pavement
markings indicating crossings and a few benches. Furthermore, these are situated predominantly within
active and passive agricultural lands with the pavement markings on public roadways. The visual impact
will predominantly be of people walking and biking through the landscape. Potential development of the
Hillside lot, as per existing zoning and restrictions, will not cause significant aesthetic impact as the site is
situated in the valley and is not visible from important viewing areas. It is also adjacent to several residential

%0 Assessment of Potential Adverse Impacts to Historic Resources with Proposed Mitigation Measures, September
12, 2015, Larson Fisher Associates
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lots so any allowable development would not be out of character or result in a considerable visual impact.
Any potential impact is considered to be small.

10. HISTORIC and ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

The proposed Foothills project will occur within a historic resource and will have an impact upon historic
and archeological resources. Siting of the project within an area registered as both a national and state
historic resource results in the identification of the project as a Type 1 as it is presumed to result in more
than a small impact to historic and archeologic resources. As such, several archeological and historic
resource assessments were performed on the project area, specifically by Alliance Archeological Services in
2013, with an addendum in 20143, by Strata Cultural Resource Management in 2015%, and, at the request
of the Planning Board, by an independent third party, Larson Fisher Associates, also in 2015%, Relative to
the following Part 2 thresholds, the findings and recommendations of the various studies indicate that the
project will not result in a significant adverse impact to historic and archaeological resources.

a.) The proposed action will occur within an area listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
specifically the Lake Mohonk Mountain House and its associated lands, including the Foothills Parcel to
Butterville Road. The Testimonial Gatehouse is not specifically included in the designation although it is
contained within the substantial contributing property.

The Assessment of Potential Adverse Impacts to Historic Resources with Proposed Mitigation Measures,
performed by Larson Fisher Associates in 2015 and herein referred to as the Larsen assessment provided an
extensive impartial analysis of the projects’ potential impacts to historic buildings, landscapes and settings
utilizing standards set forth by the US Secretary of the Interior for historic preservation projects.?* The
Larsen assessment focused on potential impacts to the historically significant Testimonial Gateway and
Hasbrouck House structures, the Wawarsing Turnpike and old Gatehouse Road, as well as the projects
impact to the historic landscape.

The Larson assessment concluded that “as presented, the Mohonk Preserve Foothills Project has been
carefully planned to avoid potential adverse impacts to historic resources” within the Mohonk historic
district. The assessment cited several amendments which the Preserve has adopted, which “would lessen
the potential impacts, but in both cases the benefits of public access and the restoration of the exterior of
the Testimonial Gateway are considerable mitigations. As a result, the extent of the potential adverse
impacts to historic resources {resulting from the project} is not significant. These impacts are sufficiently
addressed and mitigated in the EAF to make an environmental Impact statement unnecessary.”**

Testimonial Gateway area

With regard to the Testimonial Gateway area, the Larsen assessment recommended changes to the plans
which would shift the congregation area and visitor services (restroom, informational kiosk, bike rack)
further from the Gatehouse. The assessment also recommended increased vegetative screening to
effectively block any adverse visual impact of the project amenities from the historic structure, and a slightly

31 phase IA Archaeological Background and Literature Report of the Proposed Historic Mohonk Gatehouse
Trailhead Planning Project, Alliance Archaeological Services, December 12, 2013, and Addendum, May 13, 2014

32 phase 1B Archaeological Fieldwork, Mohonk Preserve Foothills Project, Strata Cultural Resource Management,
January 2015

33 Assessment of Potential Adverse Impacts to Historic Resources with Proposed Mitigation Measures, Larson Fisher
Associates, September 12, 2015

34 [bid

35 thid
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altered trail location in order to allow for more consistent use of the desired planned entry points with their

focal advantages and to better prevent trailblazing. These modifications have beenincluded in the currently
proposed plan.

In further response to recommendations, the Preserve will also restore Lenape Lane consistent with historic
surfacing of the Oak Allee, as per the Restoration and Maintenance Manual for the Shawangunk Carriage
Road Systems, previously adopted by the Preserve, Mohonk Mountain House, and Minnewaska State Park.
Additionally, the Gateway Ponds will not be altered from their current state as per HPC request, althotigh
the Preserve reserves the right to perform some future restoration should improvements to pond ecology
or habitat conservation become necessary. The northern Gateway Pond area will be improved only through
rehabilitation of former trails about the ponds and the creation of the Phenology Trail, an interactive
educational and interpretive footpath within the pond complex.

Hasbrouck House area

With regard to the Hasbrouck House area, this secondary access and parking area was selected in response
to a community request that parking not be concentrated at the Testimonial Gateway; subsequent
evaluation of the potential impacts of several parking area options resulted in the Hasbrouck site selection.
The Larsen assessment suggested an alternative location for the parking area at Hasbrouck in order to avoid
further impact to the existing site access, a portion of the historic Wawarsing Turnpike. The location
suggested by Larsen was subsequently evaluated by the Preserve and found to result in far greater
disturbance and impact due to necessary grading and sight distance requirement. The Preserve, however,
did modify its plans in the Hasbrouck area in response to recommendations.

The current plans show that the Hasbrouck parking area has been moved and reconfigured in order to
provide more distance between the proposed improvement and the historic Wawarsing Turnpike. The
plans also show a nominal width to be added to the portion of Wawarsing Turnpike which will continue to
serve as an access drive; the adjusted width reportedly conforms to previously existing conditions and is the
minimum required to comply with local transportation code. The Preserve has further indicated that it will
surface the improved road in accordance with the carriage road restoration and maintenance manual. The
10" wide adjacent dry swale will be planted with suitable native meadow grass in order that it may blend in
with the adjacent field and the swale will be maintained only as necessary. Finally, the Mohonk Preserve
has committed to maintaining the only remaining intact portion of the Wawarsing Turnpike and providing
interpretive signage in order to inform and educate users of this historic feature.

Town Historic Preservation Commission
In May of 2015, the Town’s HPC issued a Certificate of Appropriateness for renovation of the Testimonial

Gateway structure; such repair and renovation of the historic structure was previously separated from the
Foothills project.

On January 20, 2016, the HPC held a duly noticed public hearing on the Certificate of Appropriateness on
the Foothills application. At this meeting, the HPCindicated that its concerns regarding the Foothills project,
as identified in the Larsen assessment and reiterated in a letter to the Planning Board dated October 14,
2015, had been fully addressed through the response letter from site engineer (Barton & Loguidice) dated
November 25, 2015, and plan modifications as discussed above.

By letter dated March 8, 2016, the HPC concluded that the Mohonk Preserve Foothills project “has been
carefully planned to avoid potential adverse impacts to historic resources” and that “plan changes made in
response to our concerns adequately mitigate any potential impacts cited”. The HPC approved the plans as
presented. Upon completion of the SEQRA review, it is anticipated that the HPC will issue a Certificate of
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Appropriateness for the Foothills project. Certification is required for implementation of the Foothills
project.

In summary, while the Larsen assessment found the project to be acceptable as proposed with regard to
identified historic resources, the applicant addressed all recommendations to the greatest extent
practicable and the resultant modifications are reportedly acceptable®®. Project elements acknowledged
as substantial mitigation include rehabilitation of the Gatehouse, rehabilitation and restored usage of Old
Gatehouse Road (Lenape Lane and the Oak Allee), installation of an oak nursery from which to replace dead
and dying trees along the Oak Allee, trails and interpretive signage, the summer house, and rehabilitation
of the Lenape Lane Bridge. Concerns of the HPC have also been satisfied, specifically, the restoration of
Lenape Lane consistent with the historic Oak Allee, modifications to the Hasbrouck site improvements to
be more respectful of the historic Wawarsing Turnpike and minimal impact to the former Gateway Ponds.

Finally, during the SEQRA review of the subdivision of the Mohonk Foothills from the Mohonk Mountain
House lands in 2011, the State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (SHPO) recommended
that any future development be subject to SHPO review, but their role is only advisory where HPC oversight
is established by ordinance. The Larsen report to HPC was filed with SHPO.

b.) The proposed action will occur within an area designated as sensitive for archaeological sites (NY SHPO
inventory). A literature and document review and sensitivity assessment (Phase IA)¥’ and field
reconnaissance survey (Phase 1B)* were performed on portions of the site to be impacted by access, parking
and structures. No evaluation of trail locations was performed as these low impact features require little if
any subsurface disturbance. The field evaluations performed resulted in no finding of significant artifacts.
The study concluded that no further archeological investigations were necessary.

These studies and their conclusions were submitted to SHPO. The May 8, 2015, a consolidated response
from SHPO indicated that the Phase 1A, 1A Addendum and 1B archaeological studies were reviewed. “SHPO
has no further concerns regarding the Project’s potential effects to archaeological resources, and it is SHPO’s
recommendation that no additional archaeological work is necessary.”*

d.) The Mohonk Preserve has indicated that additional structures, particularly barns on the Foothills parcel
will be maintained as needed in order to preserve them and the character of the area. Additionally, without
management of the land, the diverse historic landscape will undergo natural succession, much becoming
forest. The Preserve intends to maintain the diversity of habitat, thus the historic landscape through careful
land management.

In summary, the level of study necessary to determine impact of the Foothills project upon historic and
archaeological resources has been performed. The literature and document review and sensitivity
assessment (Phase IA) and field reconnaissance survey (Phase IB) resulted in the conclusion that the
Foothills project will have no adverse impact on historic and archaeological resources. The independent
study performed at the request of the Town of New Paltz Planning Board and focusing on historically
significant buildings and landscapes also concluded that the potential impact to historic resources due to
implementation of the Foothills project is not significant and that the project satisfactorily mitigates any
potential impact though its proposed restoration and maintenance of key historic elements.

36 HPC meeting, January 20, 2016

37 Alliance, Phase 1A, 2013, and Phase 1A Addendum, 2014

38 Strata, Phase 1B, 2015

32 SHPO Consolidated Response for 15PRO01814, Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS), May 8, 2015
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Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications made
to the plan in response to comments from the Board, the Town Historic Preservation Commission, its
historic resource consultant and the public, it is recommended that the Board consider the impacts to
historic and archaeological resources to be small and that the Foothills project will not result in significant
adverse impact to views.

References:

®  Project Narrative (January 2016);

e Phase 1A Archaeological Background & Literature Report, Alliance Archeological Services,
(December 2013), 4, 7, 14-15;

e Addendum Phase 1A Archaeological Background & Literature Report, Alliance Archeological
Services (May 2014), 4, 16, 20;

e Phase 1B Archaeological Fieldwork, Strata Cultural Resource Management (January 2015), 9,

17, 22;

Certificate of Appropriateness (May 2015);

Historic Resources Assessment Report (September 2015);

SHPO Review Response;

Assessment of Potential Adverse Impacts to Historic Resources with Proposed Mitigat/"on

Measures, Larsen Fisher Associates, September 12%, 2015;

e letter from Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C., to John Orfitelli, Chair of the Town of New Paltz Historic
Preservation Commission (January 4, 2016);

e [letter from John Orfitelli, Chair of the Town of New Paltz Historic Preservation Commission to
Town Planning Board (March 8, 2016).

0S| Addendum

When the Foothills project is considered in conjunction with OSI’s River to Ridge trail project, the cumulative
impacts have no significant adverse impact upon archeological and historic resources.

The OSI trail project passes through significantly disturbed active and passive agricultural areas as well as
areas subject to periodic substantial flooding. These areas are typically not considered to be
archaeologically sensitive. Additionally, the OS! project involves only trail installation, with no significant
earthwork to be performed. Trailimprovements will result in only minor changes to the historic landscape,
consistent with its scenic, rural and agricultural character. No historic structures will be impacted.

In its review of the OSI River to Ridge Trail project, the NYSOPRHP has concluded that the project would
have no impact on archaeological and/or historic resources listed or eligible for listing.*

11. OPEN SPACE and RECREATION

The proposed Foothills project will have a beneficial impact upon both open space and recreation; it will
not result in any loss or adverse impact.

Through acquisition of the Foothills parcel, the Mohonk Preserve protected a significant area of open space
landscape from development, a priority goal of the Town’s 2006 Open Space Plan. Active management of

40 [etter from R. Pierpont, NYSOPRHP to E. Meade, AKRF, August 25, 2015
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open space within a parcel is necessary to maintain the land as open rather than allowing it to naturally
transition to forest. Such open space management through the continuation of passive agricultural
practices and periodic mowing include portions of the project area. Direct impact to open space resulting
from this project includes installation of parking lots, access lanes and trails and amounts to approximately
2 acres or 0.25% of the 857 acre parcel. Impact also consists of the addition of 11 structures totaling 2732
ft2. Considered to be of insignificance due to both their individual as well as cumulative size, particularly
relative to the size of the overall parcel, the structures have been designed to blend in with the natural
surroundings. Such site modifications and amenities are not considered to be an adverse impact upon open
space. Rather, the project components are intended to provide safe and manageable access to the
recreational opportunities offered by Foothills parcels, provide users with enhanced facilities and amenities

not currently available, and to alleviate issues and potential associated with road side parking by Mohonk
Foothills users.

The proposed improvements will beneficially impact recreational opportunities. Two parking lots will be
created to allow for safe and managed parking for 100 passenger vehicles and up to 4 buses and two horse
trailers (plus 3 residence spaces at Hasbrouck). It is intended and believed that these lots will be utilized
primarily by those currently parking along Town roads. In response to early public comment regarding
aesthetic impact, the parking was divided into two areas which could more easily blend into the landscape
and allow for access into two different resource environments. The project will result in additional multi-
use trails which can be utilized to meander entirely within the foothills parcel, to access other areas of the
Preserve’s property, particularly the ridge trails, and, in coordination with the OSI project, points east

According to the Preserve, the Foothills parcel is intended to serve a somewhat different demographic. The
Preserve’s existing trailheads are located upon the ridge and in areas of substantial topographic change;
accordingly, usage tends to be of a more strenuous or aggressive nature. Trails are predominately wooded
and scenic vistas are typically noted at clearings and cliffs. Conversely, the Foothills will provide opportunity
for short and/or leisurely strolls, with nearly level trails for very young, elderly and disabled visitors, varied
habitat including open field, marsh, pond, and woods, and historic/cultural features not available on other
lands, Preserve or publicly owned.

Passive recreational opportunities such a birding and wildlife watching, photography and nature study will
be enhanced by project components including restored historic features, the elevated walkway and bird
blind at Humpo Marsh, the summer house (rustic gazebo) and rustic educational shelter. The Phenology
Trail will allow for additional participation in the study of seasonal and cyclical changes in species and
habitat. Improved access and parking opportunities will also directly benefit those participating in ongoing
studies by SUNY New Paltz as well as participants of the Preserve’s sponsored “citizen scientist” activities.

Parking for horse trailers will be permitted at the Hasbrouck House parking area only, thus providing
recreational opportunity to the equestrian population.

As a component of the project, the Preserve has also included a free 2.2 mile loop within Preserve lands.
This loop will connect with OSI’s River to Ridge trail system thus allowing for a total 5.6 miles of free access
trails associated with the project.

Foothills user experience in intended to be enhanced by directional signage and kiosks containing relevant
information about trail location, wildlife, habitat and history. in particular, the Preserve has committed to
preservation of the last remaining portion of the historic Wawarsing Turnpike, with relevant signage about
the feature. Parking areas with handicap parking and ADA compliant restrooms, which do not currently
exist, will provide opportunities to utilize the Foothills parcel for those with disabilities and the elderly.
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Staffing is to be present and sufficient to manage parking and handle emergency situations as well as assist
visitors and enforce use regulations. The Preserve has provided copy of its lot management plan, which
addresses procedures to be followed at trailhead/parking lot areas and the responsibilities of staff. The
Preserve has also provided the Town information regarding its Search and Rescue procedures, training and
capabilities. The Preserve has agreed to maintain an open dialog with the Town and will review such plans
periodically with the Town in order to address any operation concerns which the Town may have. The
Preserve has indicated that it will also periodically review its plan with Minnewaska officials to help ensure
that the facilities are adequately respectful of local communities.

With regard to concern over the possible overuse of the Foothills parcel, it is important to note that Preserve
lands are not public; they are privately owned with usage permitted to members and day pass holders.
Proper maintenance is in the best interest of the Preserve. However, such maintenance, including potential
limitation of use of areas determined to be adversely impacted, is at the discretion of the Preserve.

No hunting on the Foothills parcel will be permitted other than that which is currently authorized on the
Glynwood leased parcel as part of the Preserve’s management plan.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications made
to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the public, it is
recommended that the Board consider the impacts to open space and recreation to be small and that the
Foothills project will not result in significant adverse impact to such resources.

References:

e Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012);
e Site Plans (January 2016);
e Project Narrative (January 2016).

0OSI Addendum
OSl's River to Ridge trail project will have no adverse effect on open space.

It will provide additional opportunity for recreation with 3.4 miles of free access, multi-use trails. Combined
with the 2.2 mile Foothills loop, combined free access trails associated with the two projects amounts to
5.6 miles. Additionally, the OSI trail will provide a trail link from the Village of New Paltz and the existing
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail to the Foothills parcel and Shawangunk Ridge trails. The OSI River to Ridge trail will
also play a major role in the regional goal of connecting the area’s eastern rail trail system, including the
Hudson Valley Rail Trail and Walkway Over the Hudson, to lands of the Preserve and beyond.

Additionally, current non motorized transport to the Foothills from the Village and the Wallkill Valley Rail
Trail is along Route 299, Springtown, Butterville and Mountain Rest Roads; the OSi trail will eliminate
potential conflict between vehicle and non-motorized usage by providing a safe, off road alternative.

The combined Mohonk Preserve Foothills project and OSI River to Ridge Trail project will have no adverse impact
to either open space or recreation.

12. CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL AREAS
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The proposed Foothills project will have no adverse impact to officially designated Critical Environmental

Areas as the site is not within or adjacent to any area designated as such. The nearest is the Shawangunk
Ridge in the Town of Shawangunk.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, it is recommended that the Board consider
that there will be no impact to critical environmental areas.

OSi Addendum

Cumulatively, the Mohonk Preserve and OSI projects will not result in any adverse impact upon critical
environmental areas.

13. TRANSPORTATION

The proposed Foothills project will result in a change to existing transportation conditions. However, the
resultant impact has not been found to exceed any of the identified Part 2 thresholds. Specifically, the
anticipated increase in volume will not exceed capacity of the existing road network, will not result in
construction of paved parking for 500 or more vehicles, will not alter existing transit access, will not degrade
existing pedestrian and bicycle accommodations and will not significantly alter the present pattern of

movement of people or goods. Although not required, a traffic analyses was performed which concluded
that the project’s influence on traffic would be small.

a.) The Foothills project will have a small impact on local traffic as a minor additional volume will be
generated by the project. Such additional traffic will not degrade the performance nor the safety of the
existing adjacent transportation network as the existing roads have the capacity to handle that level of
traffic without reconfiguration. These are the conclusions reached through the transportation analyses
performed by the Preserve’s transportation consultant and substantiated by the Town Planning Board’s
independent traffic review engineer.

A Transportation Evaluation Study®! (TES) was voluntarily conducted by the Preserve with study parameters
and methodologies approved by the Town Planning Board’s transportation review engineer, Creighton
Manning (CM). Additional parameters were subsequently requested including volume generated by the
Samuel Pryor Campground and additional intersections, incident analyses and sensitivity analysis.®? The
study utilized peak traffic volumes as taken on Saturday, October 18, 2014; parking counts from Columbus
Day weekend taken at various on and off site locations; and hourly data recorded at various intersections
using automated traffic counters. The study estimated an additional 94 trips will be generated at peak hour
(Saturday afternoon, fall season) attributable to the proposed project®. This equates to an estimated
3% of the existing peak hour traffic baseline (note that peak volume does not occur during typical
weekday rush hour time frames). Anticipated peak volume falls below the 100 trip threshold which
would require a traffic study as levels below 100 are typically not found to result in any significant
increases in traffic. More typical off peak traffic generation are safely assumed to be significantly less.

4 Transportation Evaluation Study (TES), Barton & Loguidice, April 6, 2015
42 Email between K. Wersted (CM) and M. Calimano; November 24, 2015
4 TES, p. 13
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The capacity and level of service (LOS) analysis* was performed comparing weekend, peak hour impact at
the time of opening of the facility (evaluated to be 2017), and at 2022 (5 years post opening). The analysis
indicated that the current LOS at each of the intersections in the study area will remain the same with no
significant reduction in service due the project. Year 2017 delay increases were calculated to be less than
one second per vehicle. A delay increase of roughly 0.3 seconds in 2022 results in a LOS change at the
Gatehouse/299 intersection from level B to C, the only level reduction calculated 5 years out. The analysis
indicated that the proposed project entrance drives could operate satisfactorily as proposed, without
further mitigation. CM concurred with these findings. No traffic control measures such as turning lanes

were evaluated. (Note: a 150" long 8" wide gravel shoulder along Route 299 westbound was added to the
site plan in May 2016.)

A sensitivity analysis was provided which estimated cumulative traffic impacts associated with the Hampton
Inn, CVS/Five Guys, and Wildberry Lodge projects®. In concert with these other projects, intersection delay
increases were found to be less than one half-second per vehicle. The 0.4 second delay increase when
exiting the Testimonial Gateway resulted in the only change in LOS; this does not impact the transportation
network and the conclusions of the original TES remain unchanged. Potential adverse impact to traffic
volume and conditions was determined to be small.

Sight distance analyses were conducted on the approaches to both the Testimonial Gateway and Hasbrouck
area entrances.”® Using an average vehicle speed of 60 mph (5 mph above the legally indicated speed limit),
sight distance in the vicinity of the Gateway access exceeded recommendations following Town
maintenance of the DPW right of way (RoW) west of Jacobs Lane. Sight distance at the proposed realigned
Hasbrouck area entrance was also found to exceed recommended site distance given brush clearance.

Safe ingress and egress at the proposed Foothills access locations could be impacted at higher levels of
speed should Right of Way vegetation near these access points not be maintained. The Preserve’s
management plan should include periodic inspections of these areas for site distance encroachments and
the Preserve should recommend maintenance to the Ulster County or the Town should RoW maintenance
be deemed necessary. County DPW approval is also required for curb cuts from Route 299, specifically at
the proposed entrance to the Testimonial Gateway area and the modified Hasbrouck Lane entrance.

An analysis of accidents from the Carmine Liberta Bridge west to Jenkins Road* found accident rates in the
project area to be higher than statewide averages. Nearly 40% of these collisions involved animals, with
rear-end and left turn accidents (vehicles only) accounting for 16%. Three of the 142 reported accidents
involved bicyclists. The TES/Supplement concluded that the accidents were not attributed to roadway or
intersection geometry®®. CM found insufficient data to support such a determination, citing several physical
characteristics of Route 299 and the intersecting roadways that may be contributing to the elevated
accident rates. CM agreed that the Foothills project would not exacerbate the existing accident conditions
given the adequacy of the proposed site driveway improvements and active management of traffic during
busy periods®. According to the analysis, a slight increase in accidents relative to the volume increase only
can be expected. The Preserve has supported, and in light of the accident analysis, the Town is pursuing a
reduction in speed for this particular stretch of Route 299.

44 TES, p. 15-16, and Traffic Sensitivity Analysis p. 2, Barton & Loguidice, January 21, 2016
45 Traffic Sensitivity Analyses supplement, Barton & Loguidice, January 21, 2016

46 TES, p. 17-20

47 TES - Accident Analysis Supplement, Barton & Loguidice, January 6 2016

48TES, p. 21

49 | etter from Creighton Manning to Planning Board dated January 25, 2016
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b.) The new parking facilities will result in a small impact to existing conditions as previously discussed. A
total of 103 vehicle spaces will be provided (80 at Testimonial Gateway; 20 plus improvements to 3 resident
spaces at Hasbrouck. The Gateway parking area may also accommodate 3 buses while 1 bus and two horse
trailer spaces will be made available at Hashrouck). The SEQR threshold is 500 spaces. The provision of
proposed parking is intended to reduce, if not eliminate, vehicles parked on local roads near the base of the
Foothills. Such off road parking has been identified as a concern of local residents. In the vicinity of the
Lenape Lane bridge, where off road parking is a significant issue, the existing gravel pull off will be reclaimed
with landscaping and stone bollards will be installed to further deter roadside parking. (See Plan Sheet G
1.1) Bridge area parking will be eliminated to the extent that modifications will be made to Preserve
property and not within Town right of way lands.

With regard to parking lot capacity, the TES indicates that new trips to be generated by the proposed
facilities along with lot retention after turnover yields 97 vehicles, or 85% of the peak hour design capacity
of 113 spaces; 85% is a typical industry standard for parking lot design capacity. Utilizing a separate
approach, the Town's transportation engineer indicated that a suitable parking capacity would be the
expected peak hour parking demand generated by the project plus 10 to 15%, which similarly equates to
106 to 112 vehicles.® Three of the proposed spaces are for residential use at the Hasbrouck house. (Note:
in May 2016, parking was further reduced to 103 total parking spaces as 10 spaces were removed from the
Testimonial Gateway due to additional tree preservation.)

As previously indicated, both the Preserve and County Planning have indicated that further reduction in the
size of the parking may jeopardize both the intent and ability of the project to provide for safe, managed
parking for the Foothills and to eliminate or reduce roadside parking.

The Preserve has indicated that it supports Town posting of “no parking” signs along Gatehouse Road, and
other areas, so long as the signs are not visually obtrusive. It has also indicated a willingness to provide
enforcement, should the Town both post the roadways and provide certain Preserve personnel with legal
enforcement capabilities, as it has reportedly done in other Towns.>* (Note: the May 2016 plan also includes
timber guiderails along portions of Gatehouse and Butterville Roads to discourage road side parking.)

¢.) The project does not create a demand for transit facilities, or remove or degrade access to transit. if
public transportation was made available to the area, the project trailhead access drives are designed to
accommodate school bus circulation; therefore, other transit vehicles could be accommodated.*?

d.) The project will not degrade existing pedestrian and bicycle accommodations. Conversely, these are the
activities for which the proposed improvements are designed. The project will provide accommodations
such as new surfaced trails, signage, bike racks and restroom facilities as well as improved access to existing
trails. Handicap parking and ADA compliant facilities will benefit visitors with disabilities.>

e.) There will be no modifications to the local transportation systems as a result of the Foothills project,
thus no impact on the existing pattern of movement of people or goods. However, in response to issues
discussed during this SEQRA process, modifications to the Route 299 and Gatehouse Road intersection are
being explored by the Town. The Town has also indicated its desire to petition for a reduction in the speed
limit for the portion of Route 299 from the Carmine Liberta Bridge to Jenkins Road. The Preserve supports
both the reduced speed limit and the realignment of the intersection of Route 299 and Gatehouse Road,
and has indicated that it is open to providing land near the intersection to the Town so that it may properly

S0TES, email from K Wested to T Kolankowski, 2/5/2016
51TES, p.23, and PB meeting comments from G. Hoagland
52 Narrative p. 11-12, Plan Sheets G 1.1 and G 2.1

53 Plan Sheets G 1.1 and G 2.1.
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address this safety issue. The Preserve will also realign the intersection of Hasbrouck Lane at Route 299 so

that it complies with existing safety standards. Approval by Ulster County DPW for the two proposed access
drives will be required.

f.) The Preserve has established a formal traffic management plan which is currently in use at its other lots
and which it intends to use at the Testimonial Gateway and Hasbrouck lots. Components of this plan to
prevent excess stacking on peak use days include use of a two person system to process incoming cars; the
posting of a “lot full” sign, orange road cones and personnel at the road to be sure that cars pass the lot
entrance when capacity has been reached; and radio contact with other trailheads in order to direct cars to
an alternate lot, if spaces are known to be available elsewhere, or to other local attractions.® The parking
facility at the Testimonial Gateway has also been designed with a ‘pass-by’ lane designed for use by Preserve
rangers; this lane may be used as a “speed pass” lane for members to alleviate queuing on Route 299 during
peak usage.”® Copy of the Preserve’s traffic management plan will be provided to the Town; the Preserve
has further agreed to meet with the Town for periodic review of the traffic management plan, its
effectiveness, and any identified need for modification.

During peak season, the Preserve, in cooperation with management of Minnewaska, will disseminate
information concerning alternative routes from the ridge area southward in order to help alleviate
congestion through the Village.¢

No construction related traffic issues are anticipated. However, as a typical practice of the Planning Board
during site plan review, the Board may require that the Preserve enter into a Developer Agreement with
the Town to ensure that construction traffic will be properly managed in order to avoid and minimize
impacts on the local transportation system.

In summary, according to the traffic related studies performed by the Preserve and its’ engineers, and
verified by the Town’s transportation consultant, the Foothills project will not have a significant adverse
impact upon the existing transportation network. Through review of the submitted data, the Town has
determined that conditions exist along a portion the 299 corridor which, independent of the Mohonk
project, have an adverse impact on transportation. Data does not support that any such conditions will be
exacerbated by the Foothills project. However, the Town is investigating these conditions utilizing data
obtained from the Mohonk analyses and is pursuing improvements. These improvements include the
realignment of Gatehouse Road, reduced speed limit along Route 299, and modified and improved traffic
sighage.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications made
to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town traffic engineer, Town engineer, and the
public, it is recommended that the Board consider the impacts to transportation to be small and that the
Foothills project will not result in significant adverse impact to such.

References:

e Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012);
e Site Plans (January 2016);

e Project Narrative (January 2016);

e Transportation Evaluation Study (April 2015);

54 Email from G Hoagland to T Kolankowsi, 1/19/2016
55 |bid
56 Memorandum, G. Hoagland to M. Calimano, February 8, 2016
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e Transportation Evaluation Study — Supplemental Accident Analysis (January 6, 2016; misdated
2015);

e Transportation Evaluation Study — Traffic Sensitivity Analysis (January 21, 2016; misdated 2015);

e Letter to Michael Calimano from Barton & Loguidice, (January 6, 2016).

OSl Addendum

The OSI traffic and parking assessment indicated that the OSI project is not anticipated to generate
additional vehicular traffic, that ample parking accommodations exist within the Village for non local users,
and that the 0SI component may reduce parking needs of Foothills users. Additionally, the River to Ridge
Trail project will provide a safe alternate route to the Foothills and Shawangunk Ridge from the Village of
New Paltz and the Wallkill Valley Rail trail, eliminating bicycle and pedestrian use of local roads, particularly
the heavily used Route 299 flats, thereby making all transportation modes in the immediate area safer.
While no parking lots are to be created, the River to Ridge Trail project proposes to reconfigure a small
existing parking lot on the OSI parcel near Springtown Road. The OSI Project is not anticipated to have any
significant adverse impact on transportation

Connectivity of non-motorized transportation corridors, those existing as well as envisioned, is discussed in
subsequent sections on recreation and community.

14. ENERGY

The proposed Foothills project will not result in a significant use of energy as only several low energy use
features are included in the plan for the 857 acre parcel. Energy usage is primarily due to lighting at the two
parking lot contact stations and at the Gateway lot congregation area. Three high efficiency LED lights will
be used as necessary during daytime and are to be turned off each day one hour after dark. Additional
energy expenditure will result from visitor use of the four electric car charging stations provided and the
occasional heating of the 1200 ft? rustic education structure via wood burning stove and/or propane heater.
Ongoing energy usage is estimated to be slightly over 1000 Kw hours annually.’’

A minor amount of energy usage will be related to construction activity; this will be temporary and short
term. Vehicular travel to and from the Foothills site will increase over that which currently exists. While
considered to be a permanent impact given the project, it is not considered to be significant.

The Preserve is investigating the use of solar power to provide for its minimal lighting needs. Solar has been
rejected at the rustic educational cabin due to its potential visual impact from the upper Foothills.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, it is recommended that the Board consider
theimpacts to energy to be small and that the Foothills project will not result in significant adverse impact
to such resources.

References:

®  Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012);
o Site Plans (January 2016);
® Project Narrative (January 2016).

57 FEAF D.2.k.i.
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0S| Addendum

The OSI project has no energy requiring facilities and only minor construction activity. Adverse impact to
energy remains insignificant when considering the Foothills project in conjunction with OS!’s River to Ridge
Trail project.

15. NOISE, ODOR and LIGHT

A small impact may be expected relative to these nuisances. Potential impact is considered to be minor due
to the nature of the project as well as strategic siting of each of the amenities, maintenance of topographic

and vegetative screening, the limited number of parking spaces provided, and site usage during daylight
hours only.

A small increase in noise and odor will occur during construction, predominantly from the transport of
surfacing material to the site. Construction related impact will be restricted to close proximity of the
activity, will occur during daytime working hours, and will cease upon completion.

Once completed, increased visitation of the area may result in a slight increase in noticeable vehicular noise
and human noise over that which currently exists. Such potential impact is believed to be largely mitigated
by distance to and natural screening of sensitive receptors such as residences, but may be noted at times.
The Testimonial Gateway parking lot is located approximately 500’ distant from the nearest residential
structure on Jacobs Lane. Jacobs Lane also lies on the opposite side of the State Highway and at a
significantly lower elevation than the proposed Gateway improvements. Natural screening, as discussed
previously, is believed to sufficiently mitigate potential visual and noise impact from the parking facility on
this residential neighborhood. Other improvements closest to residential parcels include the Phenology
Trail, to be located several hundred feet from residences off Gatehouse and Woodlot Road, and the River
to Ridge Trail connection, separated from seven residences along Butterville Road by the road itself. Along
Butterville, trails are set back a minimum of 50’ from the road; two lots are provided further separation by
a 150’ trail to road setback as per an existing easement. This separation is substantially greater than the
distance between such residences and those currently walking and riding along Butterville Road. Distance,
roadways, and existing and proposed agricultural style fencing along Butterville are also intended to
alleviate roadside and trail entrance at non intended locations.

The project will not generate odors. Proposed restroom facilities are equipped with ventilation systems,
however, a malfunction or overload may result in very localized and short term noticeable odors until the
problem is corrected. Equestrian use of the Foothills facilities may also result in occasional noise and odor,
but only in close proximity and for short duration. u

A total of 3 lights will be added to the parcel. Shielded, downward directed LED lighting will be utilized at
each of the two lot contact stations (Testimonial Gateway and Hasbrouck); an additional light will be used
at the Gateway congregation/orientation kiosk area. These lights are to be turned off one hour after dark
but may be noticeable, for a short time, as no lighting currently exists. The parking lots will not be
illuminated.

With regard to use of the site for other than typical day pass or member use, the Preserve has indicated
that unlike the Slingerland Pavilion in Marbletown and Visitor Center in Gardiner, the Testimonial Gateway
site will not be made available for non Mohonk Preserve events such as private parties, weddings and after
dark events for members. However, use of the Foothills, particularly the Gateway area, will be allowed for
a limited number of the Preserve’s own, mission-related gatherings and events. The Preserve will hold such
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events at a scale appropriate to the site and during the hours in which the Preserve operates, ending no
later than one hour after sunset. These occasional events will be planned and conducted to avoid or
minimize any off-site noise or light impacts.

The Preserve has advised the Board that it intends to continue to allow use of the property for its annual
“Rock the Ridge” charity running event, which has included use of the Gatehouse property for event parking.
The proposed Gatehouse parking area would continue to be used for the Rock the Ridge event outside the
general hours of dawn to one hour after sunset. The Gatehouse parking area would provide limited parking
for race organizers and volunteers who help monitor and control the event. All race participants will
continue to park at the Ulster County Fairgrounds, and will use a shuttle from the Fairgrounds to the site.
The new Testimonial Gateway trailhead lot, once installed, will be used to provide a safer and more efficient
drop off point for the shuttle, replacing the current practice of using a drop off point on the roadside of
Route 299 near the intersection with Gatehouse Road. Preserve staff will monitor the parking area and
grounds during the event and ensure that use of the parking area is orderly, that noise or disruptive activity
on the site is avoided, and that the parking areas are promptly closed after participants and staff have left,
thereby mitigating any potential impact of this once a year activity. The applicant agrees to review any
unanticipated impacts of such activities on adjoining properties with the Town and adjust such activities as
the Town finds necessary to avoid or minimize such impacts.

Additionally, limited use of the site for guided and monitored photography or film shoots would be
permitted on a case by case basis following thorough review of the applicant and committed compliance
with the Preserve’s site protection and minimum impact guidelines.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications made
to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the public, it is
recommended that the Board consider the impacts with respect to noise, odor and light generated by the

project to be small and that the Foothills project will not result in significant adverse impact regarding
such.

References:

e Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012);
e Sjte Plans (January 2016);
e Project Narrative (January 2016).

0S| Addendum

A temporary increase in noise will be noted for the anticipated three month period of construction. A slight
increase of noise after that time may be noticed due to usage of the trail. Such impact is not anticipated to
increase above the level currently generated by agriculture activity on the site, will occur during daylight
hours only and, with the exception of a single residence, is adequately distanced from residences. No
lighting or odor causing amenities are proposed.

Cumulative impacts with regard to noise, odor and light are considered to be insignificant.
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16. HUMAN HEALTH

The project will not result in any adverse impacts due to exposure to solid or hazardous wastes, hazardous
substances or contaminants. The Preserve does not currently use pesticides, herbicides or similar chemical
applications on any of its lands. Future use of such, if determined to be necessary, will follow IPM and NPM

practices and will comply with all applicable regulations, as discussed in Section 7. Any such use may have
a small impact on human health.

The primary impact on health given implementation of the Foothills project will be beneficial, resulting from
increased opportunity for outdoor recreation.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, it is recommended that the Board consider
the impacts to human health not to be adverse.

References:

e Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012);
® Project Narrative (January 2016).
0SI Addendum

Cumulatively, the Mohonk Preserve and OS| projects will not result in any significant adverse impact to
human health. The impact to health of the OSI River to Ridge Trail project is also primarily beneficial in that
the OSI project will provide additional opportunity for outdoor recreational activity, free of charge.
However, unlike the Foothills project, OSI's trails will run adjacent and through active agriculture.
Accordingly, when fields are being actively plowed or when chemical controls are being applied to the field
and/or crops, a potential impact situation may be created. In response, the trails may be temporarily closed
and posted for a period of 24 hours following any chemical application, mitigating potential impact.
Discussions continue regarding the posting of MSDS or material safety data sheets indicating the chemical
composition of the application material and exposure hazards which caused the trail closure.

17. CONSISTENCY with COMMUNITY PLANS

With respect to consistency with community plans, the project will not result in negative impacts, rather, it
is consistent with a multitude of adopted land use plans for the Butterville Canaan Foothills and Shawangunk
Mountains. The proposed plan is a permitted use, consistent with the Town’s A-3 Zoning code, and meets
all requirements without the need for variances. The parking lots are considered an accessory use to the
primary ‘Philanthropic Institutional Use’ or ‘Private Recreational Use’ allowed in the A-3 Zone. The proposal
is further consistent with surrounding land use patterns and will not result in population growth, secondary
development, or the need for new or expanded infrastructure. The project also complies with local laws
related to signage, protection of trees, stormwater and wetlands.

Apart from the acquisition and management of the overall 857 acre parcel, the Foothills project achieves,
in part or fully, many of the principles, objectives and goals of numerous local, regional and state plans. The
following is a partial list of community plans with which the Foothills plan is consistent:

Town of New Paltz Comprehensive Master Plan (1995);
New Paltz Open Space Plan (2006);

New Paltz Farmland Preservation Plan;

New Paltz Historic Preservation Law;

Ulster County Open Space Plan (2007);
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NYS Open Space Conservation Plan (2009 and 2014 Draft);

Shawangunk Mountains Regional Open Space Plan (2008);

Shawangunk Mountains Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan (2005);
Ulster County Non Motorized Transportation Plan;

Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012).

In general, these community plans call for the provision of safe and managed recreation facilities,
particularly pedestrian and bicycle pathways within and connecting to the Foothills and Shawangunk Ridge;
the provision of such with minimal fiscal burden on the community; greater handicap accessibility to
recreational opportunities; and the restoration and preservation of key historic elements. A vision of a
number of community plans also relates to a regional connectivity of trails, particularly the Wallkill and
Hudson Valley Rail Trails and points east to the Mohonk and Minnewaska trails and points west.

The following indicates several unique aspects of the Foothills plan and some, but not all of the policies,
objectives and goals of key community plans which are supported or accomplished by the Foothills project.

The access and parking facilities are proposed to provide for safe off road parking, managed access to new
and existing trails, an educational facility, viewing structure, interpretive signage, and ADA compliant
amenities. Additionally, unlike the trails typical on Preserve lands, the Foothills trails are situated upon
open, nearly level lands, thus providing opportunity for a separate demographic including small children,
the elderly, and those with disabilities. These provisions of the Foothills plan comply with:

e Town of New Paltz Master Plan policy 7 - to provide adequate..recreation facilities and minimize the
fiscal burden of such services on the existing community;

e Town of New Paltz Master Plan policy 9 - to promote pedestrian circulation and freedom of movement
by the establishment of footpaths, sidewalks and bike paths for non vehicular travel;

e New York State Open Space Conservation Plan goal - to provide accessible quality outdoor recreation
and open space for all New Yorkers;

¢ New York State Open Space Conservation Plan goal - to protect habitat to sustain traditional pastimes
of...wildlife viewing.

The plan, particularly the formalized site access and parking, elevated marsh walk, bird blind, Phenology
Trail and education cabin also accomplishes:

o New York State Open Space Conservation Plan goal — to provide places for education and research
relating to ecological, environmental and cultural resources.

With such amenities, the Foothills project will provide for better access to assist the numerous conservation
and stewardship educational events which support the scientific study of plants and animals such as the
John Burroughs Historical Society/Audubon sponsored breeding bird studies, SUNY forest study, New York
Phenology Project and nationwide database, and the Preserve sponsored Bio-Blitz and Bio-decathalon.

The proposed facilities with handicap designated parking, restrooms and trails will also allow more persons
with disabilities to enjoy and participate in the Preserve, outdoor recreational activities and nature related
educational programs, an objective of numerous community plans.

Restoration of the Testimonial Gateway structure, Oak Allee, and preservation and interpretation, through
installation of informational signage, of the last remaining intact portion of the Wawarsing Turnpike
complies with:
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¢ Town of New Paltz Master Plan policy 6 - to foster and preserve the community’s heritage by protecting
historic structures and sites;

® New Paltz Historic Preservation Law intention - to protect and enhance the landmark and historic district
which present distinctive elements of the historic, architectural and cultural heritage of the Town;

* New Paltz Historic Preservation Law intention - to focus attention on and foster civic pride in the historic
resources of the Town.

Overall, the Foothills plan with its planned access, parking, trails, cultural and educational elements, is also
consistent with:

e Ulster County Open Space Plan principle - to create, preserve, enhance and provide managed access to
parks, hiking trails, active and passive recreational facilities and historic resources;

e Ulster County Open Space Plan principle - to safeguard priority biological diversity areas by promoting
biologically sensitive land use and increasing research and understanding.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, it is recommended that the Board consider
the project to be consistent with community plans with no adverse impact with regard to such plans.

References:

Mohonk Preserve Land Asset Management Plan (2012);

Site Plans (January 2016);

Project Narrative (January 2016);

Town of New Paltz Comprehensive Master Plan (1995);

New Paltz Open Space Plan (2006);

New Paltz Farmland Protection Plan (Not Dated);

Ulster County Open Space Plan (2007);

Ulster County Non-Motorized Transportation Plan (2008);

NYS Open Space Conservation Plan (2009);

Shawangunk Mountains Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan (2005);
Shawangunk Mountains Regional Open Space Preservation Plan (2008).

0OSI Addendum

Through the River to Ridge Trail, the OSI project will further progress the locally and regionally important
goal of providing additional outdoor recreational opportunity in the area, particularly within the Wallkill
Flats and Foothills region. It also accomplishes the wide reaching goal of establishing a connection from the
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail to the Mohonk and Minnewaska Trails. The plan also plays a key link in the ultimate
goal of connecting the trails of the Shawangunks with the Walkway Over the Hudson and trails east. The
OSI River to Ridge plan also provides an alternative to pedestrian and bicyclist use of Route 299 for access
to the Foothills and Ridge, as desired under many community plans.

Potential development by OS! of the separate Hillside lot with a single residential dwelling is allowable by
zoning (A-1.5) and is not inconsistent with existing use and character of the area or community plans.
Restrictive covenants regarding use, the extent of a buildable envelope, and further subdivision of the
Hillside parcel have been offered by the Preserve as previously discussed.

The OSI trail project, in conjunction with the Mohonk Foothills project, is consistent with a plethora of
community plans and cumulatively will not have an adverse impact with regard to community plans.

38



1485

1486
1487

1488
1489
1490
1491
1492
1493

1494
1495
1496
1497
1498
1499
1500
1501
1502
1503
1504
1505

1506
1507
1508
1509
1510
1511
1512

1513
1514
1515
1516
1517
1518
1519
1520
1521

1522
1523

Mohonk Preserve Foothills Project — EAF Part 3 — Evaluation of Impacts for SEQRA Determination — May 23, 2016

18. CONSISTENCY with COMMUNITY CHARACTER

The Foothills project was carefully evaluated against community character and was not found to be
inconsistent.

Community character can be described as the sum of all attributes and assets which make a community
unique. This community’s uniqueness is predominantly its setting within the Butterville Canaan Foothills
and the Shawangunk Mountains, its association with “Mohonk”, and the community’s continued
recognition of the intrinsic value of these lands, beginning over a century ago. The community’s connection

with its lands is evidenced by the plethora of community action plans which focus on it, as identified in the
last section.

While the project may result in impacts to community character, such impacts do not exceed any of the Part
2 thresholds indicated. The scale and context of the proposed action, taken as individual components as
well as a single inclusive project, are consistent with the surrounding area. The project will not introduce a
different land use or type of activity as the area is currently maintained for recreation and educational
activities, aesthetic features and open space appreciation. Altered land use is primarily limited to the
proposed parking facilities which will allow for safer and more manageable use of the Foothills site than
that which currently exists. The structural components are of an architecture style typical of the area. The
landscape will not be adversely affected, rather it will be improved by the restoration components of the
project, particularly the Testimonial Gateway and the Oak Allee. The Foothills project is consistent with a
multitude of community goals and plans specific to the Foothills, as previously indicated. Accordingly, the
Foothills project does not appear to rise to the level of a moderate or significant adverse impact and appears
to be fully consistent with community character.

a.) The proposed action will not replace or eliminate any existing facilities, structures, or area of historic
importance to the community. The Mohonk Preserve will maintain the overall character of the Foothills
parcel through restoration and preservation of key historic components, particularly the iconic Testimonial
Gateway structure, Old Gatehouse Road and the Oak Allee (Lenape Lane), and maintenance of agricultural
structures and open space landscapes through habitat management. The Town’s independent consultant
on historic resources has determined that the project will be beneficial in that items of historic significance
will be properly restored, maintained, and opened for appreciation and enjoyment by the general public.5®

b.) The proposed action may result in a small demand for additional community services, however, any
potential increase is anticipated to be minor. Use of lands of the Mohonk Preserve, excluding the Trapps
area, has reportedly not resulted in an increase in community provided emergency services. The New Paltz
Rescue Squad reported only a single mutual aid call to the Preserve property in 2014°°, with no reported
calls in 2015. The additional passive recreational use anticipated (walking, biking, nature study,
photography) is not likely to result in a significant increase in the need for such services. Additionally, the
Mohonk Preserve has its own trained rescue personnel which both provide emergency services and assist
local emergency providers within the Preserve. Copy of the Preserve’s Search and Rescue Plan and
description of its coordination with emergency services has been provided to the Town.®°

The project will not result in the need for additional schools, but the proposed improvements including
parking, trails and an education structure will offer additional opportunity to service all levels of education.

58 Larsen Assessment, Larson Fisher Associates, September 12, 2015
59 Letter from New Paltz Rescue Squad Chief of Operations Jason Conway, 9/24/15I
0 Memorandum, G. Hoagland to M. Calimano, February 8, 2016
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The Mohonk Preserve is a private entity, not funded directly by tax payer dollars. While its tax exempt
status is acknowledged, improvements for the Foothills parcel proposed by the Preserve will provide for
additional outdoor recreational opportunity to be made available to the general public without the tax
burden to construct and maintain local, publically owned parks and facilities; this is in line with one of the
objectives of the Town of New Paltz Master Plan.5! The Preserve has also committed to the restoration of
local historically significant features, particularly the iconic Testimonial Gateway structure.

¢.) The project have no direct or indirect effect on affordable or low-income housing.

d.) The Foothills property is not a public resources; it is privately held by the Mohonk Preserve which permits
use of its lands on a membership or day fee basis.

e.) The proposed action is not inconsistent with the predominant architectural scale and character.
Proposed structures will be of the familiar Mohonk rustic character as seen upon the Mohonk Mountain
House property and throughout the Preserve. These features are designed to blend naturally into the
landscape and will not be visible from a majority of the visual receptors. (Impacts due to access and parking
lots have been discussed in previous sections with additional comments regarding such provided in sub
section f.), immediately following.)

Minimal signage will be installed so as to provide for safe and managed access to the Foothills site. The
design of signage is to be consistent with existing trailhead entrances and will conform to New Paltz Signage
Code, State Code and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. Internal directional and interpretive
signage, currently in use throughout the Preserve, shall aiso conform to local sighage regulation. Location
and sign example is provided on the plan set details.

There is no current plan for the Hillside lot other than its transfer to OSI and its inclusion, in part, in the River
to Ridge trail. Any future development of the parcel would require compliance with the A-1.5 zoning
regulations which are intended to maintain the rural character of the area. Voluntary restrictions placed on
the parcel by the Preserve and to remain with the lotin perpetuity have been discussed in previous sections.

f.) The proposed action will result in a small impact to the character of the existing natural landscape. Site
improvements will modify 1.5 acres of forests and 0.6 acres of meadows or less than 0.25% of the 857 acre
Foothills parcel.? A minimal number of trees will be cut and nominal grading will be required. Neither
structural nor non-structural features will significantly impact the landscape, with most improvements at
ground surface. Impact areas have been carefully sited, sized and reduced in accordance to comment and
concerns. Improvements appear reasonably screened by existing topography, vegetation and structures
and appear appropriately distanced from viewing locations, given the desired proximity to critical project
elements and restriction imposed by significant habitat.

Modifications in response to public comment included the siting of parking lot access off the primary road
rather than secondary roads, dispersal of the parking facilities in order to avoid a large centralized facility,
reduction of the total number of parking spaces created, relocation of horse trailer parking, movement of
facilities further from historic resources, conscientious placement of parking, trails and other amenities in
order to screen from views, maintenance of “legacy” trees and the planting of additional vegetation. The
proposed improvements may be minimally visible from isolated locations in the mountains and from the
Shawangunk Mountain Scenic Byway. However, they are not considered to be substantially noticeable
against the existing scenic backdrop. All site improvements appear to be respectful of the landscape, being

61 New Paltz Master Plan
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sized and sited in order to minimize impact to the greatest extent practicable given implementation as
proposed.

The applicant’s evaluation, ultimate siting and design of parking at the Testimonial Gateway, the single
largest area of impact within an area recognized as having the highest residential density, is considered
appropriate relative to impact to community character. The proposed siting and configuration followed an
analysis of multiple options and included significant public input.

Specifically, no less than eight locations were evaluated prior to development of the current plan The
evaluation criteria involved visibility, proximity to neighbors, surrounding vegetation, sight distance,
proximity to sensitive areas and terrain. Conceptual plans included 120 parking spaces with an additional
30-50 overflow spaces, an amount shy of the 200 spaces reportedly desired by County Planning. Respectful
of comments from the community, the wooded location south of the Gatehouse was chosen over
alternatives along Gatehouse Road and other locations and the size was reduced to 120 spaces. Access
directly off the State road as opposed to the secondary Gatehouse Road was determined to result in safer
ingress and egress and less disturbance to local residents. The Gatehouse parking plan was further reduced
to 90 spaces, with parking for 20 automobiles and horse trailer parking moved to a secondary location near
the Hasbrouck House. (Note: the May 2016 plan shows that the Gatehouse parking lot has been further
reduced to 80 cars in an effort to preserve additional “legacy” trees; visitor parking spaces to be provided by
the project now totals 100.) These modifications were made in accordance with evaluated site conditions
and additional public comment.

Proximity to neighbors as well as vegetation and topography appear to reasonably mitigate direct potential
impact. Residential structures closest to the proposed Testimonial Gateway parking lot on Jacobs Lane are
situated roughly 350 distant the Route 299 curb cut and 550" from the contact station; along Gatehouse
Road, the nearest residential structures are roughly 500’ from the lot. Residential parcels are also separated
from the Gateway lot by significant vegetation and rolling topography. Following a site inspection during
leaf off conditions, Town representative including the Town Engineer and several Board members confirmed
that visibility of the proposed improvements is not possible at the majority of visual receptors and that
visual impact would be minimal.®® The size of the clearing to accommodate the lot is also not inconsistent
with the size and configuration of the cleared areas of several of the nearest residential lots off Jacobs Lane.

The provision of onsite parking is also expected to offset the current use of local roads for parking, thereby
improving the character of the existing landscape by reducing, if not eliminating roadside parking along
Gatehouse and Butterville Roads.

g.) The Foothills project may result in other localized impacts as expressed in public comments. The process
followed in development of the Foothills plans appears to have adequately addressed these concerns and
none of the publicly identified potential impacts now appears to meet the threshold for significance.

In addition to trails within the Gateway and Hasbrouck areas, a short distance of stone surfaced trail and
nearly % mile of mowed grass trail will run through agricultural fields and woods set back from the west side
of Butterville Road, opposite several residential structures. While the new trails will likely bring additional
visitors to the Foothills area, many existing users walk or ride along Butterville Road. As with the intended
removal of roadside parking, moving people off the roadways and onto the trail, and further distanced from
the residences, is intended to benefit users as well as area residents.

63 Narrative, January 2016, Barton & Loguidice, p.15,16
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The impact to community character with regard to traffic has been appropriately analyzed though traffic
studies.®® While it is acknowledged that there will be a slight increase in road volume, specifically on Route
299, on weekends during the autumn season and when fair events are held, the studies performed.
concluded that the resultant traffic does not and will not exceed the threshold of a significant impact.

The Foothills project is designed to add 100 user parking spaces for a total of 520 parking spaces available
throughout the Preserve (as per May 2016). Given the 80 proposed spaces at the Testimonial Gateway,
15% of the Preserve’s total available parking will be made available in this location. The ratio of additional

parking relative to the additional acreage of Preserve land due to the Foothills acquisition appears
appropriate.

Asdemonstrated through the creation of parking facilities upon the Ridge, compliance with roadside parking
restrictions will likely continue for some time. Roadside parking may also increase during peak volume
periods. The Preserve cannot ban nor is it currently authorized to enforce any ban of roadside parking as
such is the responsibility of the Town of New Paltz. While the plan is intended to help alleviate roadside
parking, the Mohonk Preserve is willing and able to support the Town, including enforcement, should the
Town determine that additional measures to address roadside parking are necessary.

The SEQR process has also resulted in discussions on improvement of the Route 299 and Gatehouse Road
intersection by the Town and actions toward a request for a reduced speed limit on 299 in the vicinity of
the project. Again, the Preserve supports such efforts. It has provided data to the Town which will be used
in County and State analysis associated with the speed reduction request and has indicated a willingness to
donate property to the Town for realignment of the Gatehouse Road intersection.

Guest policy posting at the contact station or kiosks, and Preserve staff/ranger presence will aid in the
prevention of potential on-site activity impacting neighbors, including the requirement for all users to
remainon Preserve lands. The Preserve will provide the Town with its Rules of Use, Peak Day Management
Plan, and Search and Rescue Plan for Town review. The Preserve has further indicated that it would meet
regularly with the Town to discuss any concerns the Town may have with operation and use of the site; the
Preserve would work with the Town to modify such policy should the Town indicate a need.

In summary, potential adverse impact upon community character does not appear to be significantly
adverse or rise above a small level. The use is allowable by zoning and is both consistent and encouraged
by numerous community plans. The proposed improvements appear to have been designed, sized and sited
in consideration of the natural and manmade elements of the area and appear to be respectful of neighbors
and local residents. Public input has resulted in numerous modifications to the plans and potential adverse
impacts have been properly addressed and minimized. No significant adverse impacts are anticipated which
would significantly affect community character.

Based on the review of materials submitted by the applicant, design of the plan and modifications made
to the plan in response to comments from the Board, Town engineer, its consultants and the public, it is
recommended that the Board consider that the plan is consistent with community character and wili not
result in significant adverse impact to such.

References:

e Site Plans (January 2016), Sheets G 5.1-5.6;
e Project Narrative (January 2016), 10-13;
e (Certificate of Appropriateness (May 2015);

64 TES, Accident Analysis, Sensitivity Analysis supplements, 2016
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®  Mohonk Preserve Search and Rescue Plan.

OSI Addendum

Like the Mohonk Preserve Foothills project, the OS! River to Ridge Trail project demonstrates an awareness,
appreciation and thoughtful use of the land while simultaneously providing protection and preservation of
the resource. It appears to be fully consistent with community character.

Like the Foothills project, the proposed OS! trail will comply with local zoning regulations, land use plans
and community goals for the area. With its 3.4 miles of non-motorized, multi use trails, the OSI project will
provide for opportunity for use and enjoyment, specifically outdoor and recreational activity, aesthetic
appreciation and health benefits, with no significant adverse environmental impact. The project will also
further those benefits by linking the Village and Wallkiil Valley Rail Trail with lands of the Preserve, and will
serve as a vital link in future goals for regional trail connectivity.

With regard to such linkage, the OSl trail may result in an increased number of visitors to the Mohonk parcel.
However, as available parking for the OS! trail is either off Springtown Road or within the Village, nearly 3
miles distant one way, as an internal loop is provided near the western end of the OSI trail, and as the 0S|
trail provides an even closer view of the scenic vista, increased foot usage of Preserve lands from the OSI
trailis not anticipated to be significant. Anincrease in bike or other use is acknowledge but foot users make
up the bulk of existing trail use. The OSI component will also result in safer access to the Foothills for users
who currently walk or ride bicycles from the Village or Rail Trail, along Route 299, as well as Springtown,
Gatehouse and Butterville Roads.

With regard to potential impact, the OSI project will not replace, eliminate or significantly alter any natural
or manmade feature. The plans have been designed respectful of neighbors, existing users and travelers of
local roads. The proposed use is not discordant with the existing or potential use of the parcel or adjacent
parcels. Asthe QS| trails are predominantly located within existing agricultural fields, a substantial distance
from all but a single residential lot on Charles Lane, their use will likely be noticed by local residents and
drivers but will not result in a significant impact upon quality of life of the local community. Similarly, the
project will blend into the landscape, not diminishing anyone’s perception of it.

In summary, none of factors considered rise above a small impact and the combined impact of the Mohonk
Foothills project along with the OSI River to Ridge Trail project is not anticipated to result in any adverse
impact to community character.
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ENB - Region 3 Notices 6/1/2016

Public Notice

Ulster County - The Town of New Paltz Planning Board, as lead agency, has determined
that the proposed Mohonk Preserve Subdivision and Site Plan will not have a significant
adverse environmental impact. The action involves a proposal by the applicant to subdivide
a 856.6 acre parcel of land to create two lots: (1) a 836 acre lot (the Foothills parcel) located
in the A-1.5 and the A-3 Zoning Districts of the Town of New Paltz, and in the Lake Mohonk
House Complex - Mohonk Preserve Foothills Historic Landscape (NR District 73001280);
and (2) a 19 acre building lot (the Hillside Lot) that would allow one single family home, with
a private well and private sanitary system, in the A-1.5 Zoning District, which allows single
family residences as a permitted use. The proposed Hillside Lot is not located within the
Lake Mohonk House/Foothills Historic Landscape district, but abuts it. The Preserve
proposes to impose a restrictive covenant on the lot that will limit disturbance, prohibit
further subdivision and include restrictions intended to minimize visual impacts on the
historic landscape. The subdivision will also transfer 0.6 acres of land by a lot line change to
the adjoining owner (Jenkins Properties LLC) to clear an existing deed discrepancy. No new
building lot will be created and no use is proposed in connection with the transfer of that
land.

The applicant requests site plan approval to allow construction of improvements (off-street
parking areas, trail and landscaping improvements, bathrooms, and education and
recreational facilities) in two areas the Testimonial Gateway area and the Hasbrouck House
of the 836 acre Foothills parcel. As noted, the site is located in the Lake Mohonk
House/Foothills Historic Landscape district. Some proposed improvements would be
located in proximity to the Testimonial Gateway, a locally designated historic structure, and
some in proximity to regulated wetlands and watercourses. The proposed action, including
mitigation measures incorporated by the applicant, was reviewed by the Town of New Paltz
Historic Preservation Commission and the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation, which advised that the project would not have any substantial
negative impact on historic resources.

The project is generally bounded by Butterville Road to the east, Route 299 to the south,
the Catskill Aqueduct to the west and private lands to the north in the Town of New Paltz,
New York.

Contact: Michael Calimano, Town of New Paltz, Town Hall Route, Clearwater Road, New
Paltz, NY 12561, Phone: (845) 255-0102, E-mail: planzoneboard@townofnewpaltz.org.



