
TOWN BOARD 

July 24, 2008   

Present: Kitty Brown, Ken Wishnick, Dave Lewis, Toni Hokanson 

 

 

At 7: the meeting was opened by Supervisor Hokanson with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Agenda: add recycling grant under old business; request from Jim Tinger- new business 

disc opening in Building Department. A motion was made by Councilman Wishnick 

accepting the agenda as amended. Seconded by Councilman Lewis, all aye votes cast, 

motion carried. 

Discussion with Patrick Regen, Captain of NY Uniformed Troopers for Ulster and Green 

County. Paul Van Blarcum, Ulster County sheriff. 

Supervisor Hokanson: asked why are you here of NYS troopers. If changing coverage what 

would options be. Sheriff: 300 calls in Town of New Paltz last year. Explained variety of 

calls answered by different units. Coordinate with town police-meet with chief routinely. 

Councilman Wishnick: what if function of patrol car when we have a police department: 

Sheriff: cover all towns-supplement in times of need. Primarily not for village and town. 

Councilwoman Brown: towns without police departments pay assessment? No. 

Councilman Wishnick: if doing traffic and NP doing traffic. Sheriff: joint done 

occasionally-increase presence here if need warranted. Sheriff: no. Councilwoman Brown: 

300 compares with other towns how? Sheiff: data n/a. Councilwoman Brown; substation in 

New Paltz? Sheriff: not likely. Councilwoman Brown: why would you come in? Sheriff: 

bar fight, shooting. SUNY police: role they play?  

Regan explained 911 system – closest car responds regardless of agency. Station in 

Highland, satellite in Gardiner. 24 uniformed officers in Lloyd and Gardiner and 4 or 5 

BCI. Thruway is its own entity. Councilman Wishnick: large part of budget is police. If 

diminished resources how to do that?  

.. 

.. 

.. 

Public Comment: Josh Honig, Town resident, questioned the bus proposal. Supported by 

Town, Village and College? Supervisor Hokanson: college and town. To start running in 

October. Supervisor Hokanson: $11,500 for bus, $19,500 for first year with college if no 

one rode bus. Town residents can’t avail themselves. 

Supervisor Hokanson: not as easy – senior are asking for this. 

Josh Honig, Town resident, questioned Moriello Park playground: not being available to 

the public when the pool is open. It was a free park. Supervisor Hokanson: several requests 

Jane Friesen: increase of traffic on Mulberry Street. Change policy and return 

Mark Fink: 39 Mulberry Street asking for speed bump in pool parking lot. 

Ron provided tape of traffic infractions. Councilwoman Brown: talk with Bill and staff. 

Pete Healey, Village trustee: responding to Mark regarding the Village Board. Grant 

application included sidewalk and bike path to upper parking lot. Anonymous letter 

addressed obstruction in upper lot. Bill requested Village DPW to fix it for over a year. 

Everette: on-domestic animals – ridiculous to spend money on a law. 

Legislator Susan Zimet: pursuing bar closing-allow towns to maintain home rule. Town 

Board should request County to pursue.  

Ron: village has law – no parking on Mulberry Street (not enforced?) 

Agenda items:  

Loop bus: proposed schedule: SUNY has fuel commitment. No action needed tonight; 

Memorandum of Understanding from County coming. 

Animals in R-1 zone: Vaccaro couple: asked about rezoning; all parcels from Doss east on 

Shivertown Road are very large.  



Recycling grant: recycling educational grant: 50-50 grant, incorporated into that is Laura’s 

salary and promotional educational material for a total of $25,000. Resolution from Town 

Board required. Runs from April 1st through March 31, 2009. Promotes recycling and 

waste reduction. 

Councilwoman Brown made a motion designating Town Board as lead agency and Type II 

action and authorizing Supervisor to sign the contract. Seconded by Councilman Wishnick, 

all aye votes cast, motion carried.   

Opening in Building Department: Supervisor Hokanson: Building Inspector not replaced – 

rather hire a town planner. Applications have to be checked and compared to code. Planner 

would check for compliance with comprehensive plan. Can help applicant to review their 

plan in a different light. Councilman Wishnick recusing himself as one with planning 

credentials and keeping his options open. 

Having a planner eliminates reliance on volunteer planning personnel. More planners hired 

within Ulster County.  

Public trust cannot be easily garnered. Councilwoman Brown: interested in exploring joint 

town and village planner.   

Councilwoman Brown asked if code enforcement officer and building inspector will be 

enough staff if Crossroads project goes in. Supervisor Hokanson responded the Town 

would train the code enforcement officer as fire inspector to have enough. 

Supervisor Hokanson: planner on staff-rewriting code for comprehensive plan. 

Announcements: Family helping foodstamp applicants and will electronically submit 

applications. Their open hours are 10-4. 

Tribute to Sal Palmeri. Town Clerk read a statement on the passing of Elections custodian 

and community volunteer Sal Palmeri; she asked the Town Board to adjourn in Sal’s 

memory. Agreed. 

SOS4kids: Lt. said plan is call in 2-3 part-time officers. We need to start charging. A 

motion was made by Councilwoman Brown provided they pay upfront. Seconded by 

Councilman Lewis. Councilman Wishnick suggested having an application to have details. 

Village has a parade application we could adapt. All aye votes cast, motion carried.  

10:13 p.m. FAMILY turkey trot: Councilwoman Brown made a motion to allow the 

Turkey Trot.  Supervisor Hokanson: ask if there’s a cost? Does PD call people in? Can 

PBA volunteer. Councilman Wishnick asked if volunteer firemen can direct traffic. We 

have time, let’s figure out…No ction at this time 

Amend sign law: 6-year amortization period ended last December. Business owners 

proposed this. Supervisor Hokanson is asking tonight for Board members review and refer 

to Planning Board. Directional signs, internally lit and larger signs being requested. 

Councilman Lewis made a motion to refer to the Planning Board. Seconded by 

Councilwoman Brown, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 

A motion was made by Councilman Wishnick to refer animal guidelines to Planning 

Board. Seconded by Councilman Lewis, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  

.Jim Tinger Letter: poor paint job at the Youth Center. Contract needs to be terminated. 

Councilwoman Brown moved to terminate. Seconded by Councilman Lewis, all aye votes 

cast, motion carried.  

Prepay: A motion was a made by Councilman Lewis to prepay req # 86719, Recycling 

budget code 65 electric inspection. Seconded by Councilman Wishnick, all aye votes cast, 

motion carried. 

. 

.At 10:32 p.m. a motion was made by Supervisor Hokanson to go into Executive Session 

for the purpose of hiring, firing, promotion, demotion of a particular individual. Seconded 

by Councilman Lewis, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 

.At 11:50 p.m. a motion was made by Supervisor Hokanson to come out of Executive 

Session. Seconded by Councilman Lewis, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 



A motion was made by Councilwoman Brown authorizing the Supervisor to sign UPSEO. 

Seconded by Councilman Lewis, all aye votes cast, motion carried.   

.At 11:50 p.m. a motion was made by Councilman Lewis to adjourn in memory of Sal 

Palmeri. Seconded by Councilwoman Brown, all aye votes cast, motion carried.          

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Marian Cappillino 

Town Clerk                                                                                                                                          


