
Public Hearing: Wetlands & Watercourse Law September 22, 2011 

Present: David Lewis, Jeff Logan, Kitty Brown, Toni Hokanson 

At 7:  p.m. Supervisor Hokanson opened the public hearing on Wetlands & 
Watercourse Protection. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, 
motion carried. 
Public Comment: Ann Guenther spoke on behalf of Climate Change  
Coalition–they are in favor of passing this law. She explained the role played 
by warm climate in terms of  
Norm Turner, for EnCB, endorses by the law 
Scott Cuppett, town resident, helped author the pre-cursor to this law seven 
or eight years ago. Will send electronically 
MaryBeth Lunati, Town resident, is against the new law—DEC has a law, 
doesn’t see why the town has to pass another law. # 10 and 11  
Dan Guenther thanked the board.  
Eric Irwin of Plutarch Road, has four of six acres in a wetlands. With 
government mandated buffer zone we have about 1 ¼ acre we can actually 
use; feels law is restrictive-why do you need such a restrictive law to take 
away everbody’s property rights.  
Bruce Mikesh, Town resident: thinks it’s a waste of time –wasting tax money 
all the time; there are places that are flooded and wetlands, start removing  
beavers. People are hurting; Taxes go up because the Town wastes our 
money. 
Margaret Human, Town resident: water is a precious resource; law will 
conserve and purify our water, can’t measure –pure water is priceless. Spoke 
on behalf of her daughter Elizabeth Arielle Curtin.  
Howard Yarme: supports protecting the wetlands.  
Georgette Dunn, Town resident: opposing the law the way it’s written-giving 
her timeslot to Bob Gabrielli. 
Barbara Peterson, Town resident: supportive; this version is improved over 
previous-will e-mail comments 



Rob Ferri, Town resident: we need to take a leadership role-state and Federal 
govt don’t have resources to help-it’s up to us. 

Amanda Sistenstein: activist, need to pass now. 

Bob Gabrielli, Town resident: 2441 acres under DEC protection; 1581 acres 
proposed to be added. State has staff to protect wetlands-this is not new 
wetlands law-it’s a revision of 2005 law that was voided by Judge Egan. 

Judy McGuire, Town resident: had concerns, feels it an us vs. them mentality;  
the violation fee of $5000 per day scared her; what about definition? 
Concerned about restrictiveness. Concerned about financial impacts for 
homeowners (for surveys, etc) 

Seth McKee, Town resident: offered gratitude to the board – wetlands & 
water courses are part of our infrastructure. It is not a ban, it’s a regulation. 

Miriam Strouse, Town resident: best stormwater management is a wetlands.  

Dave Porter, Town resident: personal remarks, not as co-chair of AFFIRM: 
court proceeding – hearing concerns similar to when WalMart fight was 
taken. 

Everette Payne, Town resident: four letters of suit – said wanted send again 
  

Ira Margolis, Village resident: hear lot of comments that we need it, and from 
people who said how much work was done, people had no problem when 
certain people filled them in. 

Kevin Barry, Town resident, feels it is important for the local community to 
protect their local resources. Would like to see mapping; has town identified 
any deficiencies with our water – not opposed but wants to make sure it is 
the right law.  



Rachel Lagodka, Village resident, asked if anyone here haschanged their mind 
, advised it is not appropriate at a public hearing to poll the audience; she 
feels it should be passed. 

The Supervisor indicated the Board will accept written comments for two 
weeks.  

At 8:12 p.m. a motion was made by the supervisor to close the Public Hearing. 
Seconded by Councilwoman Brown, all aye votes cast, motion carried.   

Break. 8:21 p.m. Attorney Gordon explains how to avoid violation. 

- Arrange for Wetlands Inspection, can ask for more advice. 

Trades people will know the local law 

$5000 fine if Wetlands inspector says you’re violating, the Building Inspector. 
can issue an order to remedy; you go before a judge. Maximum fines have 
always existed. There is no requirement to define the wetlands on each 
property.  

8:47 p.m. Supervisor Hokanson opened the meeting with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Agenda; A motion was made by Supervisor Hokanson to adopt the agenda as 
presented. Seconded by Councilman Lewis, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 

Public Comment: Ira Margolis, Village resident, indicated he went to the 
Village DW regarding sewage in his development (Colonial Arms).  The DPW 
said it was not his fault nor his responsibiiity due to the Town not shutting off 
the valve possibly located behind his Colonial Arms  development. Bleu called 
Bob Leghorn and got no response? Ira said he confirmed the phone calls took 
place thru his police reports. 

Agenda items: discussion of water/sewer rates: Engineer David Clouser 
present. Rates-each district – existing vs. proposed rates. Second chart: 
expenditure and revenue summary.  Councilman Logan: running in a deficit: 



David has background-no change since 2003; in 2004 or 2005 the Village rates 
went up 50%, JL: deficit in sewer 6 is greater than $59,350.00. These are 
estimated numbers. Need to re-pay our general fund….Councilman Logan 
read aloud an April e-mail from accountant Linda Hannigan. Need to pull 
sewer 6 expenditures-deeply indebted. Sewer 6 -12% increase won’t help it. 
Transfers from A fund general fund to sewer 6 

David: looked at eight communities; the Village of Wappingers Falls uses a 
connection fee for businesses, not residences. Changing to effluent meters 

Councilwoman Brown feels we need to do something now-willing to entertain 
proposed rates with the understanding we will go to bonding next year. 
Interested in surcharge for additional usage. She also wants to encourage 
conservation. 500 cubic feet is equal to less than one bedroom. Councilman 
Logan is not interested in increasing rates..can’t budget penalties. Dave: 
water district #1 last 47,000 after Village rates went up. Raising 20% can stop 
the bleeding. Sewer 6: can get hardship loan with a salary survey. Has to be 
done by a third party-the Supervisor is doing an RFP. Councilwoman Brown 
made a motion to approve proposed Rate changes. Councilman Logan: each 
cubic foot should be increased. Dave: can be done tonite.  

Supervisor Hokanson made a motion to declare the Town Board Lead Agency 
for setting water/sewer rates. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes 
cat, motion carried. 

Supervisor Hokanson made a motion to set a public hearing on December 1st 
at 7:15 p.m. Seconded by Councilman Lewis, all aye votes cast, motion 
carried.   

Dave Clouser: time budgeted for water/sewer districts-has better way to 
calculate-by flow. Supervisor Hokanson made a motion to amend current 
budget in water/sewer to reflect this spread sheet. Seconded by 
Councilwoman Brown, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 



..Filming on Rail Trail: expenses for new signage, maps etc. anti vandalism 
paint: $3800. This is just for the New Paltz section. Councilman Lewis made a 
motion for the supervisor to sign the contract to WV Rail Trail Association. 
Seconded by Councilman Lewis, three aye costs cast with one recusal by 
Councilwoman Brown.  

..(Timekeeping for elected personnel) Resolution: next meeting. 

..Speed limit on Burleigh Road: coming back before the Board. 

..Prepays: Supervisor Hokanson recused herself for two prepays; Councilman 
Logan made a motion to approve payment to C2g for 100 gallons of fuel oil. 
Seconded by Councilwoman Brown, three aye votes cast, motion carried. 

Councilman Lewis made a motion to pay #11-95686 in the amount of 
$5495.56 for a portion of the school tax. Seconded by Councilman Logan, 
three aye votes cast, motion carried.  

At 10:22 p.m. a motion was made by Supervisor Hokanson to adjourn. 
Seconded by Councilman Lewis, all aye votes cast, motion carried.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Marian Cappillino 
Town Clerk 
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