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IDENTIFICATION

1. NAME OF DISTRICT: The Locusts, 160 Plains Road

2. COUNTY: Ulster TOWNI/CITY: New Paltz VILLAGE: Route 208 South
3. DESCRIPTION:

This resource contains the following parcels andmonents.

In the Town of New Paltz;

Map |D# | Parcel No. Address Acreage | Components
1 86.14-1-23 160 Plains Road 12.00| House (1826), woods, shed, servant’'s quarters
(?)
2 86.14-2-12.10 177 Route 208 12/08ouse, woods
3 86.14-2-29 1 Jansen Road 8184ill site, nursing home

The property contains 12 wooded acres with the ause, a smaller stone house and a shed. There is
sharp drop in elevation to the east of the mairsh@nd just behind the smaller stone house on the
property. This elevation change is due to the striwat runs through the property. The drivewayned

by large old locust trees. The two-story, five b@agin house is constructed of brick and stone mgson
and has a gable roof. The sills and lintels ofsilxeover-six double-hung wood windows are brownston
A large bracketed cornice running along the rogfeeddas added later, as was the three-bay frontgiaz
with similar bracketed cornice. A one-story stéitehen wing is attached to the east end; it hgalde

roof that extends over the front to create a porch.

Two other small buildings remain on the propertyorfe-story stone building with a gable entrance and
heavy cornice band sits southeast of the main hdimeeast side of this building is a later addi@md
drops down the hill to the stream at the back. édssits just east of the kitchen wing.

The property was originally part of a tract Rodhttinge purchased from the estate of Louis DuBwois i
1727. Louis was Roelof’s wife, Sarah’s brothereréithe Eltinges built a stone dwelling, which adn
shortly before the present dwelling was construatelB21 by his grandson, Peter Elting. In 1903

LeFevre wrote, “The old barn, still standing on hace, is thought to have been built by Roelifrigjé. It
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was rebuilt in 1811... The road from Plattekill tow@altz was laid out in Noah Eltinge’s day.” [pp.
484-485] In the 19 century the property included expansive fruit ards on the east as well as a mill
on the pond now located on the east side of NY 2068.

4. SIGNIFICANCE:

The distinctive stone and brick house long knowfiTée Locusts” was built by Peter Elting in 1821 to
replace the stone homestead his grandfather, RB#ioge constructed after buying the land and
establishing the farm in 1727. The house, witlagsociated acreage progressively reduced, hasneaina
in the family’s possession to this day.

Roelof Elting came to New Paltz from Kingston i fate 1% century, having married the daughter of
Abraham DuBois, one of the original New Paltz Petes. Reputedly the first non-Huguenot to establis
himself in New Paltz, he and his heirs becameadately tied with the fortunes of the DuBois family.
Roelof acquired his large farm from his brothetan+ Louis DuBois’s estate. Roelif Eltinge’s sondtio
was born in 1721; he inherited the farm on therBlaHe married his cousin, Jacomyntje Elting, 6n 1
October 1742. In 1765 Noah Elting paid 49 poundkiBings tax on his real and personal estate, whic
ranked him among the wealthiest men in the town.

They had one child, a daughter named Sarah, whoedddirck Wynkoop of Kingston, one of the Ulster
County delegates to the Constitutional ConventioRoaughkeepsie in 1785. (Wynkoop voted against the
measure.) With 14 slaves recorded in the 1790useWgynkoop appears to have been operating a
substantial wheat plantation on the Plains, whiels wncharacteristic of the typical New Paltz bousver

A mill was constructed on the falls of a small ¢reast of the house. Wheat and flour was likely
transported to Newburgh for shipment. The scateaaganization of the farm was akin to English
plantations in Orange County, such as Cadwalladéted’s 1,000-acre tract in Montgomery. The
Coldens controlled the Newburgh waterfront, and Wogp was tied socially and economically with
them. His daughter, Gertrude, was married to Aleea Colden of Newburgh. Wynkoop was one of the
most active money-lenders in the New Paltz commyuatithe end of the 8century.

The Wynkoop’s stone house, measuring 60 x 58 fuldvbave been one of the largest in the town.
Another of the Wynkoops’ daughters, Cornelia, neatiPeter Elting of Kingston, who was the grandson
of Roelof’s brother, and they obtained controlla# property between 1810 and 1820. The charatter o
the farm changed significantly as slavery declined1820 there were 16 slaves on the Elting fanch a
nine persons recorded as engaged in agricultuee. y&ars later, Peter's household included onkethr
slaves, two of which were over 55 years of age.thytime the local farm economy had shifted from
wheat to dairy products. It was also during thesatle that the old stone homestead was destroyia by
and the new, stylish two-story brick and stone lkauas built from the ruins. A stone outbuildingigo

of the new house has always been considered Hwithiy to have been slave quarters, and with thgela
number of slaves that lived on the farm, the steigppropriate. This being the case, the builésreyrare
and significant relic of New Paltz’s African Ameaic history.

Peter and Cornelia Elting’s son, Edmund, was a jprent figure in the later 9century history of New
Paltz. He made the transition from farming to bagkaround 1860 and became the president of the
Huguenot National Bank in the village. He estdid a diversified fruit-growing operation on thenfia
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helping to introduce this innovation to the towatgriculture. His son and namesake managed the farm
and continued to operate it following his death antd the 1900s. Ownership of the property evdhtua
passed to his daughter Mary, who had married GestgBush in the 1870s. The Bush’s daughter,
Isabella, married Robert Lasher, and the farmhley greatly reduced in size, has remained in tishda
family to the present.

CHRONOLOGY

1727 Roelof Eltinge purchased a tract of land twe ‘Paltz Plains” from Solomon and Louis Dubois,
which was the place where he established a farnbaifida stone house. Solomon and Louis
DuBois inherited the land from their father, Lowsge of the 12 New Paltz Patentees; Roelof
Eltinge was married to the patentee’s sister and thosely associated with the DuBois family
interests in New Paltz.

1765 New Paltz Tax List
Noah Elting paid 49 pounds 5 shillings in tax.

1790 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz
Dirck D. Wynkoop
1 free white male 16 and over
3 free white females
14 slaves

1798 Town Tax Assessment List
Wynkoop Dirick & Eltinge Peter, occupants and ovenstone house 60x56 ft. with 20x16 ft.
annex, “on the road from Goshen to Kingston,” ifd"aondition, valued at $680.
Also, 1 Dutch Barn 60 x 50 ft., 2 hay houses 47#2@&nd 30x18 ft., 1 stone smoke house 12x10
ft., and 1 Blk. Smt. Shop 15x12 ft.
Includes 70 acres joining Philip Deyo and Correubois on the Wallkill & Main Road 18 acres
of which is bottom ($1454) and 500 acres of uplgml Philip Deyo & Cornelius Dubois ($3750)
Also, 13 slaves

1800 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz
Dirck D. Wynkoop
1 free white male under 10
1 free white 16-26
1 free white male 45 and over
2 free white females under 10
1 free white 26-45
1 free white female 45 and over
16 slaves

1810 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz
Dirck D. Wynkoop
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2 free white males under 10
1 free white male 26-45

1 free white over 45

2 free white females under 10
2 free white females 10-16

2 free white females 26-45

1 free white female over 45

2 other free persons

10 slaves

1820 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz
Peter Elting
2 free white males under 10
1 free white male 10-16
1 free white male 16-18
1 free white male 26-45
1 free white male over 45
1 free white female 10-16
2 free white females 16-26
1 free white female 26-45
1 free white female over 45
9 persons engaged in agriculture
5 male slaves 0-14
2 male slaves 26-45
3 male slaves over 45
2 female slaves 1-14
1 female slave 14-26
2 female slaves 26-45
1 female slave over 45

1821 Approximate year the present house was cansttiy Peter and Cornelia Elting, after the old
stone homestead was destroyed by fire. Stondkifohouse were probably salvaged and reused
in the stone walls of the new house and its kitaklen

1830 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz
Peter Elting
1 free white male 10-15
1 free white male 15-20
3 free white males 20-30
1 free white male 50-60
2 free white females 20-30
2 free white females 30-40
1 free white female 50-60
1 free black male 55-100
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1 free black female 10-14
1 free black female 55-100

1840 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz
Peter Elting
1 free white male 10-15
2 free white males 20-30
1 free white male 30-40
1 free white male 60-70
2 free white females 5-10
1 free white female 10-15
1 free white female 15-20
1 free white female 20-30
1 free white female 30-40
1 free white female 50-60
0 blacks
3 persons engaged in agriculture

1850 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz

NAME AGE | OCCUPATION | VALUE ORIGIN
OF REAL
ESTATE
1074/1109
Edmund Elting 32 Farmer 16,500 NY
Magdalen D 29 NY
Peter 8 NY
Mary I NY
Cate 6 NY
Gertrude 4 NY
Frances 1 NY
Magdalen 4/12 NY
Mary 60 NY
John J (idiot) 28 None 10,000 NY
Jane (idiot) 41 10,000 NY
Jane Hasbrouck 55 B NY
Isaac Hasbrouck 32 B Laborer NY

1858 Ulster County Map: “E. Elting”

1860 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz
| NAME | AGE | OCCUPATION | VALUE | VALUE OF | ORIGIN |
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OF REAL | PERSONAL
ESTATE ESTATE
290/29¢
Edmund Eltint 42 B. Cashie 50C NY
Magdalen [ 40 NY
Pete 18 Clerk NY
Mary 17 NY
Catherini 16 NY
Gertrudt 14 NY
Magcaler 10 NY
Janu 8 NY
France 6 NY
Saral 5 NY
Edmunc 3 NY
Mary Lancy 20 Service Irelanc
Isaac DuBoi 45 B | Labore NY
Mary Elting 70 NY
Catherine Dey 60 NY
Sarah Dey 23 NY
John Elting (idiotic 48 5,00( NY
Jane Elting (idiotic 50 5,00( NY
U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz
NAME AGE | OCCUPATION VALUE VALUE OF | ORIGIN
OF REAL | PERSONAL
ESTATE ESTATE
367.40(
Eltinge Edmun 52 Banke 20,00( 2,50( NY
Magdalen D.E 50 Keeping Hous | 6,00( 3,00( NY
Pete 29 Farme NY
Gertrudt 24 NY
Maggie 20 NY
Jennit 18 NY
Frankie 16 NY
Saral 14 NY
Edmund J 13 NY
Louise 9 NY
Colden R 4 NY
John C. (idiotic 59 8,00( NY
Jane (idiotic 63 8,00( NY
Lord Mary E 27 NY
Vanderberg Catheril 26 NY
John | 3/1z NY
Nixon Susa 35 Domestit Irelanc
Hasbrouck Isa¢ 60 B | Farm Labore NY
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1874 18 JUNE 1874, NPT
“We have frequently mentioned in this paper that Btimund Eltinge had a beautiful suburban
residence a short distance south of our villageh&tg also a fruit farm lying east of said residenc
containing 75 acres, upon which are at presentrabdaring, 2000 grape vines, 2000 currant
bushes, 100 pear and 100 apple trees, besidescndoother fruits. This place is for sale on easy
terms. It is pleasantly located and the purchaseldceasily clear $2,000 a year from fruit alone.
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To a man with about $4,000 in ready money, no béttestment could be made.”

1875 Ulster County Atlas: “E. Elting”

1875 7 OCTOBER 1875, NPT
“Mr. Edmund Eltinge is improving his “home” on RalirAvenue, by erecting new fences about the

yard.”

1880 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz

NAME AGE | RELATIONSHIP | OCCUPATION | ORIGIN
302/207
Eltinge Edmund 63 Head Custom House NY
Mary 38 Daughter Boarder NY
Frances 27 Daughter At Home NY
Edmund Jr 23 Son Fruit Grower NY
Louise 19 Daughter At Home NY
Colden R 14 Son At School NY
Bush George W 38 Son-in-law Boarder NY
Hasbrouck Isaac 62 I Farm Laborer NY
Deyo Mary 35B Servant NY
Bush Henrietta 3 Niece(?) NY
Frances D 2 Nephew(?) NY
Rose Jacob 70 H Farm Laborer NY
Julia Ann 57 B Keeping House NY
1900 U.S. Census, Ulster County, Town of New Paltz
NAME AGE | RELATIONSHIP | OCCUPATION | ORIGIN
169/190
Elting Edmund 43 Head Farmer (rents) NY
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6. MAPS:
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Parcel 'map indicating rough boundaries of farm miltisite on the east side of Route 208

Aerial view showing location of house
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7.PHOTOS:

Stone outbuilding located southeast of the mairsbpfrom the southwest.




