
Town of New Paltz Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 
Tuesday December 19th 2023 7:00PM – 9:00PM at the Town Community Center 

 
Commissioners attending: John Orfitelli (Chair), Matt Maley, and Joe Marianek 
 
Also Attending: 

• Kevin Case, President & Chief Executive Officer Mohonk Preserve 

• Chuck Reid, Director of Stewardship, Mohonk Preserve  
 
Agenda 

 
1. Public Comment 

2. Chuck Reid on Brook Farm Development 

3. Partners in Preservation Press Release  

4. Map Site Status: Rel 2.0 Enhancements  

5. HPC Objectives for 2024 

6. CPF Advisory Board Update 

7. Review/Approve November Minutes 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15pm with a motion from Matt Maley and seconded by John Orfitelli. 
Motion carried. 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Minutes: 
 
1. Public Comment: No public comments were received. 

 

2. Presentation by Chuck Reid on Brook Farm Development: Chuck Reid presented Mohonk Preserve’s 

plan to restore the historic Brook Farmhouse and renovate it for adaptive reuse as a conservation science 

center. The restoration, together with the installation of a solar array, constitutes Phase 1 of a multi-year 

initiative to improve conservation and attain carbon neutral performance. Specifically, the project will 

restore the building’s historic features, remove all on-site combustion, and improve efficiency of windows, 

doors, weatherization, insulation, lighting, appliances, and HVAC & hot water, and install an offsite ground 

mount solar array. Future phases will include further decarbonization efforts, restoration, and new 

construction to expand conservation and outreach activities.    

 

The 19th-century Brook Farmhouse, located in the scenic Mohonk Preserve Foothills at the base of the 

Shawangunk Mountains, will be the new home of the Daniel Smiley Research Center, where professional 

staff, visiting researchers, and volunteers monitor the region’s ecosystems. Once restored and 

repurposed, the Brook Farmhouse will advance Mohonk Preserve’s conservation efforts and enrich the 

experiences for tourists and visitors who come to the site for outdoor recreation or to participate in 

educational and community science programs. 

 

The estimated total project cost is $2,260,000. Mohonk Preserve is requesting a total of up to $1,600,000 

in grant funds from three separate New York State funding agencies: The Office of Parks, Recreation and 

Historic Preservation (Historic Preservation Program), Empire State Development Corporation (Market 

NY Program), and the Energy Research and Development Agency (Carbon Neutral Community 

Economic Development Program). Mohonk Preserve will contribute the remaining funds to the project as 

a cost share, which will include all soft costs (planning, engineering, etc.) septic and sewer upgrades, and 

any remaining hard costs from the other project components. 

 

Click here for the complete set of plans and supporting materials submitted to the Town Planning Board. 

https://www.townofnewpaltz.org/historic-preservation-commission/pages/link-to-brook-farm-project-materials


 

3. Partners in Preservation Press Release: The press release submitted by Susan DeMark on the 2023 

Partners in Preservation Award to Doree Lipson was published by Hudson Valley One.  

 

 

 

 

4. Map Site Status: Rel 2.0 Enhancements: The Commission reviewed the following list of proposed map 

site enhancements by John Orfitelli from his experience with the map site as part of the editing process. 

Joe Marianek suggested additional changes that could be bundled together to form the basis for a second 

release. Joe agreed to prepare a detailed outline of Release 2.0 for review with Dr.Pham for consideration 

as a student project.  
 

1. Need a way to highlight descriptions for areas of importance that do not fit in with current categories. 

Examples:  

a. Put Corners (Search for Put Corners in Map to view material)  



b. Vacant Lots with significance 

c. Ohioville National Register Nomination 

 

2. Need a way to categorize buildings constructed of concrete block. 

Example: 

a. 26 and 28 North Oakwood Terrace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Need location for related material that is not property specific. 

Example: 

a. Context for Stone House Evaluations by Neil Larsen 

 

4. Need a way to highlight historically significant properties and areas that are candidates for nomination 

as landmarks or districts. 

Examples: 

a. Stone House Initiative Properties (see 70 Brookside on map) 

b. Mohonk Farm District This area would be shown on the map is the same manner that the 

Village Historic District appears today. 

 

5. Functions 

a. PDF, Print, email (only Print is required, however, this functionality is non-trivial and therefore 

will be added to the Release 2.0 work scope.)  

b. Zoom for Cell Implementation (this is viewed as critical capability, however, it will require 

creation of a completely new cell phone version and therefore will be added to the Release 2.0 

work scope)  

c. Enlarge Picture Tiles 

d. HPC Web Site: Joe Marianek agreed to scope out creation of a new HPC website to attract 

and engage the public interested in historical research and highlight the various HPC initiatives 

in an enjoyable and easy to read format.         

 

5. HPC Objectives for 2024:  

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.townofnewpaltz.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif3541/f/file/file/context_of_stone_house_designations.pdf
https://www.townofnewpaltz.org/historic-preservation-commission/pages/stone-house-landmark-designation-initiative


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. CPF Advisory Board Update: John Orfitelli provided the following RETT report for November 2023:  

 

 

 



7. Review/Approve September Minutes: The Commission reviewed and approved minutes from our 

November 21st meeting.  John Orfitelli agreed to post on our Town HPC website. 

 
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Joe Marianek and seconded by Matt Maley. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 9:30pm.  
 

Next Meeting will be at 7:00pm on Tuesday, January 16th 2024,   
at the Town Community Center 

https://www.townofnewpaltz.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif3541/f/minutes/nov212023minutes_1.pdf
https://www.townofnewpaltz.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif3541/f/minutes/nov212023minutes_1.pdf
https://www.townofnewpaltz.org/historic-preservation-commission

