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Joint Town & Village Board Meeting 
December 3, 2020 
Video Conference 

 
 
 

Present (T): Supervisor Neil Bettez, Councilman David Brownstein, Councilwoman Julie Seyfert-
Lillis, Councilman Dan Torres, Councilwoman Alex Baer.  
Present (V): Mayor Tim Rogers, Deputy Mayor KT Tobin, Trustee William Murray 
Absent: Trustee Alex Wojcik, Trustee Michelle Zipp.  
  
At 7:01 p.m. a motion was made by Supervisor Bettez to open the meeting with the 
pledge.  Seconded by Councilman Brownstein, all aye votes cast, motion carried.   
 
At 7:01 p.m. Trustee Wojcik arrived. 
  
Agenda:  A motion was made by Supervisor Bettez to adopt the agenda as amended. Seconded by 
Councilman Brownstein, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Announcements: 
Due to COVID-19 the Tax Collector will be limiting payment options for the 2021 tax collection season. We 

will not be accepting cash payments or payments made in person. You can mail in your payment, drop it in 

the secure Dropbox on the outside of Town Hall or call the office to arrange payment by credit card. All credit 

card payments will be subject to a 2.65% transaction fee. We apologize for the inconvenience but thank you 

for your cooperation and understanding.  

Public Input:  None 

  
Police Reinvention Reform Committee: 
Esi Lewis, Committee Spokesperson, indicated the Committee will be meeting with various 
community groups and residents in the new year and will be working on Town Law Chapter 150 
and Qualified Immunity. Councilwoman Baer suggested reaching out to the Latino groups as well.  
 
Climate Smart Communities Annual Report: 
Amanda Gotto reviewed the Committee’s 2020 Report of Activities. Some highlights included 
Bronze Certification achieved by the Town and Village in March as part of the New York State 
Climate Smart Communities Program. As well as the Committee’s new actions toward a Silver 
Certification. The Task Force has been meeting on the third Monday of the month. The Committee 
has been discussing topics such as Plant Based Foods, Measuring Your Carbon Footprint, Climate 
Smart Voting and many others as part of its’ Education and Awareness outreach. Members of the 
Committee have also been working on related activities on other Boards and Committees such as 
Bike-Ped, EnCB, Planning Board, Ad Hoc Solar and many others.  
 
Bike-Ped Discussion: 
Supervisor Bettez and Mayor Rogers wrote a letter to the New Paltz Times hoping to clear up some 
confusion regarding the speed limit on Henry W. DuBois. The speed limit will not increase, it will 
remain at 30 m.p.h.  Per NYS Law, a Town and Village cannot lower a speed limit below 30 m.p.h. 
 
Village Business: 
A motion was made by Mayor Rogers to approve and authorize the following two items: 

a. VNP-201 Change Order #1 dated 11/20/2020 
b. Mark Blauer Contract for EFC #18479 dated 11/17/2020 

Seconded by Trustee Murray, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
At 7:33 p.m. a motion was made by Mayor Rogers to adjourn the Village portion of the meeting. 
Seconded by Trustee Murray, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
********************************************************************************************* 

Town Board Meeting 
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Critical Environmental Areas Discussion: 
EnCB Chair, Ingrid Heackel indicated the public hearing regarding CEAs had been put on hold due to 
COVID. She reviewed what CEAs are and urged the Town Board to take action on the proposal. 
Michael Dupree, Chairman of the Hyde Park Planning Board joined the meeting to address some 
concerns raised by the Planning Board about how CEAs affect the environmental review process.  
Supervisor Bettez indicated that the Board will continue working on this and take steps to move 
forward. There was a discussion about possibly adopting one CEA at a time. Ultimately the Board 
decided to request the Planning Board add this to their agenda.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
A motion was made by Supervisor Bettez to approve and/or authorize the following items as part of 
the consent agenda. Seconded by Councilman Torres, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  

a. Approve of minutes: Police Commission and Town Board November 19, 2020 
b. Approval of audit engagement letter 

c. Approval of requisitions: 
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SEQR Resolution-Sewer Inflow and Infiltration Study (NY EPG No. 94026): 
A motion was made by Supervisor Bettez to adopt the resolution declaring the Town Board Lead 
Agency and a Type II action, Neg Dec. Seconded by Councilman Brownstein, all aye votes cast, 
motion carried.  
 
Resolution to designate authorized representative: 
A motion was made by Supervisor Bettez to adopt the resolution to designate an authorized 
representative and appropriate minimum local match regarding grant agreement. Seconded by 
Councilman Brownstein, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Paltz (Town) desires to enter into a Grant Agreement with 

the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation regarding the Town’s Engineering Planning Grant 

Application Number 94026 for a Sanitary Sewer Inflow and Infiltration Study as part of the 2019 Consolidated 

Funding Application process;  
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Paltz desires to designate Supervisor Neil Bettez as authorized 

to execute a Grant Agreement; and  
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Paltz desires to authorizes and appropriates a minimum 

(20%) local match as required by the Engineering Planning Grant Program (EPG) for the ‘Town of New Paltz 

Sewer Inflow and Infiltration Study’. Under the EPG program, this local match must be at least 20% of the EPG 

grant award of $80,000. The source of the local match, and any amount in excess of the required match, shall 

be Administrative and Technical Force resources (in-kind staff/labor) and certain expected legal, materials 

and equipment uses. The maximum local match shall not exceed $16,000 based upon a total estimated 

maximum project cost of $96,000. The Supervisor may increase this local match through the use of in-kind 

services without further approval from the Town Board. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of New Paltz Town Board hereby 

Designates that Supervisor Neil Bettez is authorized to execute a Grant Agreement with the NYS 

Environmental Facilities Corporation and any and all other contracts, documents, and instruments necessary 

to bring about the project and to fulfill the Town of New Paltz’s obligations under the Grant Agreement. 

Declares that the Town of New Paltz authorizes and appropriates a minimum (20%) local match as required 

by the Engineering Planning Grant Program (EPG) for the ‘Town of New Paltz Sewer Inflow and Infiltration 

Study’. Under the EPG program, this local match must be at least 20% of the EPG grant award of $80,000. The 

source of the local match, and any amount in excess of the required match, shall be Administrative and 

Technical Force resources (in-kind staff/labor) and certain expected legal, materials and equipment uses. 

The maximum local match shall not exceed $16,000 based upon a total estimated maximum project cost of 

$96,000. The Supervisor may increase this local match through the use of in-kind services without further 
approval from the Town Board. 
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Walden Environmental Contract: 
A motion was made by Supervisor Bettez to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Walden 
Environmental contract for proposed Sewer Inflow and Infiltration Study (NY EPG No. 94026). 
Seconded by Councilman Torres, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Consent Agenda Item: 
A motion was made by Supervisor Bettez to authorize the Supervisor to sign a letter to authorize 
closing the Town of New Paltz Community Partnership checking account. Seconded by Councilman 
Torres, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Review and set public hearing for revised CWOSP law: 
A motion was made by Supervisor Bettez to set the public hearing to amend Ch. 44 for December 
17th at 7 p.m. Seconded by Councilwoman Seyfert-Lillis, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
At 8:56 p.m. a motion was made by Supervisor Bettez to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by 
Councilman Torres, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
  
Respectfully Submitted,   
  

 

Rosanna Rosenkranse  
Town Clerk  
  
 

 


