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Shawangunk Ridge
• State and Town priority area
• Significant Biodiversity Area
• Significant forest area
• Drinking water protection
• High climate resilience
• Scenic, historic, and recreational 

asset



Plutarch Woods and Wetlands

• Significant Biodiversity Area
• Significant forest area
• High quality wetlands
• Endangered species habitat
• High climate resilience



Which projects will be affected?

Large projects (e.g., >10 acres of disturbance), 
subdivisions, and “unlisted” actions go through SEQR, 
which requires consideration of impacts to CEAs.

Activities of most landowners are unaffected, such as 
building a house, garage, or minor accessory structure, 
landscaping maintenance, or farming.



Recommended Procedure (the EnCB can assist)

• Use pre-application meetings

• Review the CEA description

• Look at maps in the NRI

• Consider the scope and magnitude of the action

• Determine whether more information is needed





Utilize Conservation Analysis and Design



The Open Space Plan Provides Guidance



Acreage and percent of Town
Total acreage: 5,604 acres (27% of Town area)
(No commercial zoning)
Acreage excluding protected land: 3,282 acres (15.8%)

The CEA designation does not protect land.
It does not create a regulation.    
It requires consideration of information already present 
in Town land use plans.



In the words of the public…



Next Steps
• Public hearing
• SEQR
• Town Board resolution 
• File with DEC – takes effect after 30 days



Thank you
Contact: encb@townofnewpaltz.org

mailto:encb@townofnewpaltz.org

