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Public Hearing Fracking  
October 4, 2012 

7 p.m. 
 

Present: Supervisor Susan Zimet, Councilwoman Kitty Brown, Councilman Kevin Barry. 
Absent: Councilwoman Jean Gallucci, Councilman Jeff Logan. 
 
At 7:09 p.m., a motion was made by Councilman Barry to open the meeting and public hearing 
with the pledge. Seconded by Councilwoman Brown, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Agenda: A motion was made by Councilman Barry to adopt the agenda. Seconded by 
Councilwoman Brown, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Attorney George Rodenhausen gave a brief overview of the 3 proposed laws that he drafted for 
the Town Board. He indicated that the Town has the right to prohibit fracking on Town Roads 
only. These draft laws are the simplest way to amend the Zoning Code, with no need to amend 
the Comprehensive Plan.  

• A Local Law Amending Chapter 140 of the Town Code to Prohibit Natural Gas and/or Oil 
Exploration and Extraction 

• A Local Law to Prohibit Brine on Town roads 
• A Local Law to Prohibit the Disposal of Natural Gas and/or Oil production Wastes into the 

Municipal Sewer System 
 
Public Comments: 
Johee ParkCunningham‐ As a member of the environmental task force with the Student Union 
and an intern with NYPIRG, she was here to represent other students from SUNY to support the 
Town’s efforts with the Fracking Laws. 
Myra Long‐ Would like to see the laws address the Civil Rights Ordinance. 
Dan & Ann Guenther‐ Thanked the Town Board for considering this. Indicated that the people of 
Pennsylvania are not happy with fracking there. We need to stop our addition to fossil fuels. 
Roslyn Cherry‐ Explained that there are 2 kinds of fracking. Can never be safe. Creates a 
poisonous byproduct. Is it really worth it? 
At 7:40 p.m. Councilman Logan arrived. 
Joanne Myer, Rosendale‐ Fracking knows no boundaries. Commended Town Board for getting 
legal expertise.  
Ed Hoffmans We are facing a science fiction world. This is a greed that knows no limits. Thanked 
the Town Board. 
Michael Jaq‐ We should be thinking about the entire world. 
Michelle Riddell‐ We have to go full speed ahead. Gas is only natural when it’s in the ground. 
Thanked the Town Board for protecting the Town’s Community Bill of Rights Ordinance. 
Andrew Dalton, Town of Shawangunk‐ Congratulated the Board on their efforts. Would like to see 
his Town Board in Shawangunk do the same. 
 
George Rodenhausen stated that these are very strong laws and doubts that they will be struck 
down. The Town is still waiting to hear back from the Ulster County Planning Board and the 
Town of New Paltz Planning Board. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Barry to continue the Public Hearing on October 25th at 7:15 
p.m. Seconded by Councilwoman Brown, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
The Town Clerk presented the Board with the Tentative 2013 Budget, as prepared by the 
Supervisor.  There was a decrease in the A‐Fund. They briefly discussed Moriello Pool, the 
Ambulance, the Fire Department, the Library and snow plowing. Also, Councilman Logan will 
work with the bookkeeper to reformat the budget. The Board will schedule more budget 
meetings in the weeks to come. 
 
At 9:48 p.m., a motion was made by Councilman Logan to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by 
Councilman Barry, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Rosanna Mazzaccari 
Town Clerk 


