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Town Board Meeting with Wilmorite 
New Paltz Community Center  

February 27, 2014 
7:30 p.m. 

 
Present: Supervisor Susan Zimet, Councilwoman Jean Gallucci, Councilman Dan Torres, 
Councilman Kevin Barry. 
 
At 7:34 p.m. a motion was made by Councilman Torres to open the meeting with the Pledge. 
Seconded by Councilwoman Gallucci, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Agenda: +Solar Zoning, +Alpenster/Black Creek Escrow Refund, +Concession Stand at pool.  
A motion was made by Councilman Barry to adopt the agenda as amended. Seconded by 
Councilman Torres, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Presentation of URGENT Check: 
Ed Brewster from the Ulster County Sheriff’s Office was in attended to present a check for $6,000 
to Supervisor Zimet and Chief Joe Snyder. This represents the Town’s share from the work that 
was done with the URGENT Task Force to help get drugs, guns and gangs off the streets. This 
money will go into a special Seized Assets account for the Police.  
 
Discussion with Wilmorite: 
Shawn Griffin, Legal Counsel for Wilmorite was present along with Mike Moriello, Wilmorite’s 
local Legal Counsel, to discuss the PILOT application.  Mr. Griffin indicated that there was a 
misconception that Wilmorite would only be paying $101,000 in taxes. What they are looking for 
is tax certainty, not a discount, in order to build this project. He distributed a Full Tax Agreement 
Proposal as defined by Wilmorite, to the Board, which included a breakdown of total taxes to be 
paid for each of the 25 years that the PILOT is in affect. These figures range from $373,200 for 
year 1 to $605,641 for year 25. Mr. Griffin indicated that Wilmorite plans to be a long‐term 
owner of the project for at least 46 years. He also indicated that the equity in this project is 
around $15 million and the balance of $45 million is debt.  
 
Councilman Barry confirmed that Wilmorite is planning to break ground in May and that they 
have a commitment from the bank based on their Pro Forma; which is based on total taxes to be 
paid in the amount of $276,000.  
 
Supervisor Zimet indicated that the Police Chief was asked to provide the cost to the Police 
Department for Police Protection to Park Point. His determination was that there would be no 
cost to the Police, based on information he was given that SUNY Police would be patrolling Park 
Point. It was revealed that that information is incorrect. He is drafting a second letter that will be 
submitted to the IDA in response to his first letter that was based on the false information that 
was provided to him. His letter will include that he agrees with CGR’s estimate of what it will cost 
the Town Police to provide protection to Park Point and the impact on the downtown area.  
 
The Town Assessor estimated the Assessed Value for the project to be $44 million plus $10.5 
million for the Faculty section, for a Total Assessed Value of $54.5 million. Supervisor Zimet 
suggested that Mr. Griffin contact the Town Assessor to discuss this information. Mr. Griffin 
indicated that if the assessed value on this property is more than $10 million, it couldn’t be built.  
 
Supervisor Zimet indicated that the Town was told that if Councilman Barry, who had been 
authorized by the Town Board, signed a confidentiality statement, he would be shown 
Wilmorite’s Pro Forma. Mr. Griffin indicated that that was not the case.  
 
Supervisor Zimet indicated that about a week and a half before the Public Hearing, Kevin 
Wilmont and Mr. Griffin from Wilmorite reached out to her to schedule a meeting with the Town 
for the first time.  
 
Supervisor Zimet stated that the Board indicated that they would invite Wilmorite to a public 
meeting after the public hearing. Which conflicts with Mr. Griffin’s statement that the Board 
would not meet with them. 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The Town Board agreed that Mr. Griffin should get in touch with Attorney Lithco to arrange to 
meeting with Councilman Barry and the Town Assessor to discuss figures and questions. Mr. 
Griffin stated that the assessment should be $10 million for the entire project.  
The next step for the Planning Board will be to finish up the finding statement. Mr. Griffin 
requested that the Town Board determine if the Town wants water & sewer. 
 
Public Comment: 
Josh Honig read aloud a statement against property tax exemptions relative to PILOTs for multi‐
billion dollar corporations.  
 
Ira Margolis commented on the letter from the Police Chief, Wilmorite’s statement that there is a 
need for housing, and any benefit from the project would go to the downtown business owners, 
not the people that will end up having to pay for it.  
 
John Johnson thanked Supervisor Zimet for her hard work. He also indicated that in terms of the 
certainty that Mr. Griffin mentioned, there is certainty in taxes going up. He also commented 
against Wilmorite getting tax breaks.  
 
Fred Van Nostrand suggested the Town Board get as far away from this project as possible.  
 
Marty Irwin is concerned with the fact that Wilmorite’s stance with the IDA is “But for this 
assistance, the project is not viable…”, and for the last three and a half years Wilmorite has spent 
about $4 million pursuing this project without knowing if there will be a PILOT.  
 
Tammy Friedman indicated that she was concerned about this conversation and that she was 
proud of the Board for its comments. She also indicated that she didn’t think this was a good 
project at all. The community does not support this project. 
 
Bob Gabrielli commended the Board for its comments, he was impressed. He used to think this 
was a great project, not anymore. The Town shouldn’t feel threatened if Wilmorite leaves and 
Park Point isn’t built. 
 
George Sifre thanked the Board, he is very proud as a citizen. He stated that if Wilmorite had 
been honest with the community from the beginning, it wouldn’t have spent all this time and the 
$4 million in soft costs. He indicated he just built a project across from the college, 74 units, 
which equates to 300 bedrooms. He pays taxes on his full assessment and is still able to make a 
small profit.  
 
John Johnson urged the Town not to take the water/sewer system that Wilmorite would put in.  
 
Break at 10:34 p.m. 
Return at 10:45 p.m. 
 
Local Law #1/2014EV Charging Stations: 
Councilman Torres read aloud the SEQR document. A motion was made by Councilwoman 
Gallucci to adopt the Negative Declaration for the Short Form Environmental Assessment Form. 
Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 
A motion was made by Councilman Torres to adopt the law on EV Charging Stations as Local Law 
#1 of 2014. Seconded by Councilwoman Gallucci, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Solar Farm Zoning: 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to forward the Town of Tonawanda Solar Farm 
Zoning Law to the Planning Board for review. Seconded by Councilman Torres, all aye votes cast, 
motion carried.  
 
Alpenaster/Black Creek Escrow Refund: 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to refund $159,656.48 to the Alpenaster 
Corporation as per the Town bookkeeper’s memo. $30,000 will be held back in a cash fund. 
Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 
 
Task Force Agreement: 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Task Force 
Agreement with the County. Seconded by Councilman Barry, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 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YMCA Summer Youth Recreation Contract: 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to authorize the Supervisor to sign the YMCA 
Summer Youth Recreation Contract for 2014 with the appropriate date changes. Seconded by 
Councilman Barry, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 
 
MOUStudent Association for Loop Bus: 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to approve the MOU with the Student Association 
for the Loop Bus transportation. Seconded by Councilman Logan for discussion. The Town Board 
would like to look at ridership; they will take Woodland Pond into consideration. All aye votes 
cast, motion carried.  
 
Concession Stand at pool: 
Supervisor Zimet indicated that she will be bringing before the Board at the next meeting, the 
contract for the concession stand at Moriello Pool.  
 
Historian Job Description: 
Councilman Torres drafted a job description for the Town Historian position. He is still waiting 
for findings from the HPC. 
A motion was made by Councilman Torres to adopt the job description now and amend it later, if 
need be. Seconded by Councilwoman Gallucci, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 
 
Parades: 
A motion was made by Councilman Logan to authorize Supervisor Zimet to work on the 
application fee and give her the authority to implement the fee. Seconded by Councilman Barry. 
Councilman Logan offered a friendly amendment to authorize Supervisor Zimet to sign for the 
parade. All aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Appointments: 
A motion was made by Councilman Torres to appoint Tod Westlake to the EnCB for a 2‐year 
term to expire 12/15. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
A motion was made by Councilman Torres to re‐appoint David Gilmour to the HPC for a 4‐year 
term to expire 12/17. Seconded by Councilwoman Gallucci, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to appoint Dennis Moore to CWOSP to fill an 
unexpired term for a 3‐year term to expire 12/16. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes 
cast, motion carried.  
 
Amend ReOrg Minutes: 
A motion was made by Councilman Gallucci to amend the Re‐Org minutes to reflect the Highway 
Superintendent’s salary as $43,000 with a $19,500 stipend for water/sewer and Buildings & 
Grounds; and the Youth Center Director’s Salary as $50,000. Seconded by Logan, all aye votes 
cast, motion carried.  
 
At 11:23 p.m. a motion was made by Councilman Logan to go into Executive Session for the 
purposes of discussing personnel issues relative to the hiring/firing of an individual. Seconded 
by Councilwoman Gallucci, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 
 
At 11:32 p.m. a motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to come out of Executive Session. 
Seconded by Councilman Torres, all aye votes cast, motion carried. A motion was made by 
Councilman Logan to terminate the employment of Lynette Benenati from the Town Court. 
Seconded by Councilwoman Gallucci, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
At 11:33 p.m. a motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by 
Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Rosanna Mazzaccari 
Town Clerk 


