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Workshop Meeting 
September 20, 2012 

7:30 p.m. 
 

Present: Supervisor Susan Zimet, Councilwoman Jean Gallucci, Councilwoman Kitty Brown, 
Councilman Jeff Logan, Councilman Kevin Barry. 
 
At 7:45 p.m. a motion was made by Councilman Barry to open the meeting with the pledge. 
Seconded by Councilwoman Gallucci, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 
 
Agenda: + Crossing guard, +Planning Board Appointments, +Tax bill line item 
A motion was made by Councilman Barry to adopt the agenda as amended. Seconded by 
Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Public Input: 
Larry Faulkner, Shivertown Rd.‐ Encouraged the Board to take positive action on the 
recommendations made on the truck traffic and speed limit of Shivertown Road. 
 
Announcements: 
Oct. 3rd‐Rabies Clinic, Highway Garage, 4‐6 p.m. 
 
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail bridge redecking: 
Pat Kelly, President of the WVRT Assoc‐ The Plattekill Gorge bridge hasn’t been inspected and re‐
decked in 20 years. Safety is an issue, people are tripping, surface is deteriorating. Needs to be 
re‐decked with addition of 25 feet of fencing at the north end. The WVLT will pay for the repairs, 
needs approval from the Town, has an easement. The Town has the liability to keep it safe. 
A motion was made by Councilman Logan to authorize the re‐decking of the bridge and request 
Dave Clouser to donate his time to do the inspection and if not, the Rail Trail Association will 
take on the responsibility to ensure the structural soundness of the bridge. Seconded by 
Councilman Barry, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 
The Highway Department will provide the barriers to close the bridge during the repairs. 
 
Wetlands RulingResolution: 
The law was overturned by the Judge. The Town Board needs time to discuss the next steps and 
file a Notice of Appeal within 30 days of when the Notice of Entry of Decision gets served. There 
is no action being taken, the Town is keeping its options open.  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Brown to authorize George Rodenhausen to file the Notice 
of Appeal at no cost to the Town except the $65 filing fee. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye 
votes cast, motion carried. 
 
Land Donation to the TownResolution: 
The Town was approached by the Margaret Snelgrove Testamentary Trust who wants to donate 
land to the Town.  Parcel 87.9‐3‐13 is located mostly on the north side of 299 with a small 
triangular piece of vacant land on the south side of 299 which boarders land already owned by 
the Town on S. Ohioville Road. There are 2 other parcels located on 299 that the Town is 
considering purchasing from tax sale.  
A motion was made by Councilman Barry for the Town to accept parcel 87.9‐3‐13 as a gift from 
the Margaret Snelgrove Testamentary Trust and to authorize the Supervisor to sign any transfer 
documents that are necessary to affect that transaction. Seconded by Councilwoman Brown, all 
aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Solar Initiative Resolution: 
Councilman Barry and Logan thanked Jim Littlefoot for introducing this initiative and for his 
input. They met with the Supervisor of Esopus and Randolph Horner who created a draft 
resolution of the initiative. The project requires Mr. Horner to solicit bids/interest on behalf of 
the Town from 3rd party vendors that will construct a power plant on the Town owned property 
near the landfill, that will provide electricity to the Town of New Paltz. The Town can choose to 
involve the Village and the School District. Benefits include fixed and predictable power expense 
for the next 20 years with no up‐front cost. The funds come from fees paid by the 3rd party 
provider. Mr. Horner will send the Board a revised draft bid proposal tomorrow to be voted on at 
next week’s meeting. 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A motion was made by Supervisor Zimet to empower Randolph Horner to proceed on behalf of 
the Town Board to initiate the process to get solar energy into New Paltz at no expense to the 
Town at this point in time. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, motion carried. The 
sub‐committee will reach out to the Village and School District. 
 
Contract for Water & SewerResolution: 
The Highway Superintendent has taken over Buildings & Grounds, but cannot take over water & 
sewer; not enough licensed operators. The contract, prepared by Dave Clouser, provides back‐up 
to Barbara Coddington with the same operators that are used by the Village. These operators will 
do the tests that are needed on weekends, in times of emergency and for the completion of 
various mandatory reports.   
A motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to authorize the Town Board to approve entering 
into contract for water systems services and wastewater treatment services with Environmental 
Consultants, effective immediately. The Water Service Contract will be $900/month and the 
Sewer Service Contract will be $2,265/month. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, 
motion carried.  
 
Highway Department ReportShivertown Road: 
The Town Board asked Superintendent Chris Marx to develop a truck route, however that is 
solely up to the DOT Engineers. Ultimately it is up to the Town to decide on what to do with the 
road. Chris believes it is a good money saving venture to restrict/limit trucks from using the 
road. It will not hamper commerce because only authorized trucks doing business on the road 
will be permitted. He recommends a 5‐ton weight limit for the road in an effort to protect it. 
Other trucks will have to use Horsenden or Main St.  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to move forward with the Local Law to impose a 
5‐ton weight limit on Shivertown Road and wait for a draft law from Joe Moriello to set the 
public hearing. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, motion carried. Chris Marx 
indicated that the Ulster County DOT designates the speed limits for the roads.  
 
Crossing Guard: 
The School District has allocated money to pay for the crossing guard for this new school year. 
There is a question as to if the school can pay for this person who is on municipal property, not 
school district property. If the Town continues to pay, the individual will be considered a sub‐
contractor and questions of liability arise.  However, the Town Board does not want the kids to 
be without a crossing guard while the school district and village work it out. 
A motion was made by Supervisor Zimet for the Town to continue to pay the crossing guard with 
funds provided by the School until the next workshop meeting on October 18th, while the school 
and Village determine who is responsible to pay. Seconded by Councilwoman Gallucci, all aye 
votes cast, motion carried.   
 
AppointmentsPlanning Board: 
Due to a lack of records, there have been errors in the appointments of 2 individuals.  
A motion was made by Councilman Logan to re‐appoint Peter Muller for a term to expire 12/16, 
and to re‐appoint Lagusta Yearwood for a term to expire 12/13. Seconded by Councilwoman 
Brown, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Tax bill line item: 
The Town was looking into including an additional line item on the Town tax bills to reflect the 
individual cost going to the Elting Memorial Library annual payment. The County is not equipped 
to do that, but a new County mandate would allow the Town to pass a local law to have an insert 
included with the bills. The insert would be an explanation of expenses, and prepared by the 
County. In order to save money on the creation of the local law, the Town Board suggested the 
Town create its own letter and distribute it to those who pay their bill in person or mail it with 
their receipt.  This will be discussed again at a later date.  
 
The Town Board discussed Elections and it was then determined that there will be no money 
allocated to provide food to the inspectors from this point forward.  
 
Committee Reports: 
‐Councilman Logan informed the Board that the Village has set a Public Hearing on the 
modification of their Water & Sewer rates. This will penalize high‐end users, of which the Town 
becomes based on the quantity of consumption we are billed. Supervisor Zimet will draft a letter 
to the Village regarding the rate increase and the dire financial status of the Town. 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‐Councilwoman Brown informed the Board that the HPC is working with Mohonk on a Greenway 
grant to begin to inventory the historic structures on land the preserve is going to acquire. The 
HPC would like to attend next week’s meeting to show the Board the 15‐minute movie they made 
with the grant from NYS Parks & Recreation and CRREO.  
‐Councilman Barry‐Met with CWOSP and saw presentation from the Preserve. Encouraged Glenn 
and Bob to meet with him and the Supervisor to discuss future growth. 
‐Supervisor Zimet informed the Board that she met with Phoenix Kawamoto, director of 
Community Partnership. Phoenix is doing great things and implemented a Youth in Action 
program at the High School. She also informed the Board that Don Kerr believes there is 
Broadband grant money available to the Town for Public Access. There has been correspondence 
relative to setting up a meeting. 
‐Councilwoman Gallucci informed the Board that the Police Commission and the Chief are 
conducting interviews for a Police Officer. Ira Margolis is requesting an addendum to the Police 
software. 
 
Warrant: 
Councilman Logan requested to remove the payment of $63.00 for the retirement badge, $34.95 
for the retirement plaque and $35.00 for the New Paltz Times renewal for the P.D. 
Councilwoman Brown and Gallucci agreed to sign the vouchers authorizing the payment for the 
badge and plaque, not the newspaper renewal, with the understanding that the money is 
available in this year’s budget and that these items will no longer be paid for by the Town.  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Brown to approve the September 2012 Warrant in the 
amount of $656,574.21. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Prepays: 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Gallucci to approve the prepayment of voucher #12‐
01895 to Kniffen Builders in the amount of $27,056.00 as payment application #3 for the steel 
building at the Recycling Center as per the contract. Seconded by Councilman Logan, all aye votes 
cast, motion carried. 
A motion was made by Councilman Logan to approve the prepayment of Voucher #12‐02050 to 
Linda Freeman in the amount of $320.00, voucher #12‐02051 to Lisa Ondreyko in the amount of 
$80.00 and voucher #12‐02049 to Mark Cacchio in the amount of $141.60. These vouchers were 
requested while the Supervisor was on vacation and they did not make it in time for the deadline. 
Seconded by Councilwoman Gallucci, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
At 11:26 p.m., a motion was made by Supervisor Zimet to go into Executive Session for the 
purposes of discussing the hiring, firing and potential discipline of an individual. Seconded by 
Councilman Logan, all aye votes cast, motion carried. The Town Board invited Superintendent 
Chris Marx into Executive Session. 
 
At 12:12 a.m. a motion was made by Councilman Logan to come out of Executive Session with no 
action taken. Seconded by Councilman Barry, all aye votes cast, motion carried.  
 
Councilman Barry left the meeting at 12:12 a.m. 
 
At 12:19 a.m. a motion was made by Councilman Logan to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by 
Councilwoman Brown, all aye votes cast, motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rosanna Mazzaccari 
Town Clerk 
 
 


